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Goolsby Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16290]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Shasheshe Goolsby in observance of Memorial Day, 2017.


[IF YOUR WEREN’T INTRODUCED]  GOOD MORNING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.  MY NAME’S SHASHSHE GOOLSBY, AND I’M [A/AN] [SUBJECT?] INSTRUCTOR AT THE [NAME] BASE AT FORT LEE.

[IF YOU WERE INTRODUCED]  THANK YOU [NAME OF INTRODUCER] FOR THAT LOVELY INTRODUCTION.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . WE ARE GATHERED HERE TODAY AT GLENDALE NATIONAL CEMETARY TO OBSERVE MEMORIAL DAY, 2017.  AND I SAY “OBSERVE” INSTEAD OF “CELEBRATE,” BECAUSE THIS IS NOT A DAY FOR CELEBRATION, BUT RATHER A DAY TO HONOR AND GIVE THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO’VE MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE FOR OUR COUNTRY.


SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 1861, THE MEDAL OF HONOR HAS BEEN AWARDED TO THREE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN SOLDIERS, SAILORS, MARINES, AVIATORS, AND COAST GUARDS-MEN.  THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-SEVEN OF THESE HEROS ARE BURIED IN ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETARY IN WASHINGTON.  ONE OF THEM — CORPORAL MICHAEL FLEMING FOLLAND, OF RICHMOND CITY, VIRGINIA — IS BURIED RIGHT HERE AT GLENVIEW.

CORPORAL FLEMING’S COURAGE AND HEROISM ARE SUMMED PERFECTLY IN THE CITATION THAT ACCOMPANIED HIS MEDAL, WHICH WAS AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY THREE YEARS AFTER HE WAS KILLED IN ACTION IN VIET NAM.  I HOPE YOU’LL ALLOW ME TO READ THAT CITATION IN FULL, NOT BECAUSE IT IS SPECIAL, BUT PRECISELY BECAUSE IT’S SO TYPICAL OF ALL THE MEN — AND ONE WOMAN! — WHO’VE BEEN AWARDED THIS UNIQUE RECOGNITION:

“FOR CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND INTREPIDITY IN ACTION AT THE RISK OF HIS LIFE ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY.  CORPORAL FOLAND DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF WHILE SERVING AS AN AMMUNITION BEARER WITH THE WEAPONS PLATOON OF COMPANY D, DURING A RECONNAISANCE PATROL MISSION.  AS THE PATROL WAS MOVING THROUGH A DENSE JUNGLE AREA, IT WAS CAUGHT IN AN INTENSE CROSSFIRE FROM HEAVILY FORTIFIED AND CONCEALED ENEMY AMBUSH POSITIONS.

“AS THE PARTOL REACTED TO NEUTRALIZE THE AMBUSH, IT BECAME EVIDENT THAT THE HEAVY WEAPONS COULD NOT BE USED IN THE RAMPED FIGHTIN AREA.  CORPORAL FOLLAND DROPPED HIS RECOILLESS RIFLE AMMUNITION, AND RAN FORWARD TO JOIN IS COMMANDER IN AN ASSAULT ON THE ENEMY BUNKERS.  THE ASSAULTING FORCE MOVED FORWARD UNTIL IT WAS PINNED DOWN DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE HEAVILY FORTIFIED BUNKERS BY MACHINE GUN FIRE.  CORPORAL FOLLAND STOOD UP TO DRAW ENEMY FIRE ON HIMSELF AND TO PLACE SUPPRESSIVE FIRE ON THE ENEMY POSITIONS WHILE HIS COMMANDER ATTEMPTED TO DESTROY THE MACHINE GUN POSITIONS WITH GRENADES.

“BEFORE THE OFFICER COULD THROW A GRENADE, AN ENEMY GRENADE LANDED IN THE POSITION.  CORPORAL FOLLAND ALERTED HIS COMRADES AND HIS COMMANDER HURLED THE GRENADE FROM THE POSITION.  WHEN A SECOND ENEMY GRENADE LANDED IN THE POSITION, CORPORAL FOLLAND AGAIN SHOUTED A WARNING TO HIS FELLOW SOLDIERS.  SEEING THAT NO ONE COULD REACH THE GRENADE, AND REALIZING THAT IT WAS ABOUT TO EXPLODE, CORPORAL FOLLAND, WITH COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR HIS SAFETY, THREW HIMSELF ON THE GRENADE.  BY HIS DAUNTLESS COURAGE, CORPORAL FOLLAND SAVED THE LIVES OF HIS COMRADES, ALTHOUGH HE WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED BY THE EXPLOSION.  CORPORAL FOLLAND’S EXTRAORDINARY HEROSIM, AT THE COST OF HIS OWN LIFE, WAS IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECTS GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF, HIS UNIT, AND THE U.S. ARMY.”
NOW, I RATHER SUSPECT THAT BEFORE HE ENLISTED, MIKE FOLLAND WAS PROBABLY JUST A REGULAR KINDA GUY, AN ORDINARY FELLOW.  I DON’T KNOW IF HE WAS MARRIED OR HAD A FAMILY.  BUT I DO KNOW THAT, AT THE AGE OF 20 YEARS AND THREE MONTHS, HE HAD HIS WHOLE LIFE IN FRONT OF HIM, A FUTURE FULL OF HOPES AND DREAMS AND, PERHAPS, EVEN GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS.  BUT HE VOLUNTEEERED TO PUT THOSE HOPES AND DREAMS ON HOLD TO SERVE HIS COUNTRY.  I EMPHASIZE “VOLUNTEERED” BECAUSE MIKE FOLLAND DIDN’T HAVE TO DO IT.  HE DIDN’T HAVE TO BE THERE.  HE DIDN’T HAVE TO VOLUNTEER.  BUT HE DID VOLUNTEER, AND HE DID GO TO VIET NAM, AND HE DID SERVE HIS COUNTRY WITH HONOR AND BRAVERY . . . AND IT COST HIM HIS LIFE.

IT IS THIS SACRIFICE THAT WE MEMORIALIZE TODAY.  NOT JUST MIKE FOLLAND’S, BUT THAT OF THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF OTHER MEN AND WOMEN WHO’VE SERVED IN OUR ARMED FORCED OVER THE YEARS.  AND IN THIS AGE OF AN ALL-VOLUNTEER MILITARY, YOU HAVE TO ASK:  WHY DO THEY DO IT?
WELL, AS A 15-YEAR AND STILL-ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE MILITARY, I THINK I CAN ANSWER THAT IN THE FIRST PERSON.

[bookmark: _GoBack]WE DO IT, FIRST AND FOREMOST, BECAUSE WE LOVE AMERICA, AND WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT IT REMAINS THE “LAND OF THE FREE.”  WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR SERVICE.  WE TAKE PRIDE IN THE SKILLS WE’VE LEARNED AND THE DISCIPLINE WE’VE MASTERED.  WE KNOW IN OUR HEARTS THAT — WHATEVER TURN OUR LIVES MIGHT TAKE IN THE FUTURE — WE DID OUR PART IN THE MILITARY.  WE CONTRIBUTED.  WE DID OUR BEST.  AND FOR THOSE WHO, IN LINCOLN’S WORDS, “GAVE THE LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION,” WE SAY IN THE SINCEREST WAY POSSIBLE:  THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.  AND GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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