Graduation Speech 11560 Gerald Schlereth, Principal, Countryside High School
By Mina R Raulston
I want to welcome all our fine graduates, their families, friends, alumni, administrative staff and teachers to this year’s graduation ceremony. This day has been anticipated by everyone here today.  Our students have worked diligently for the last four years studying and preparing for the future. Our teachers have worked to prepare you for this day with every tool they have at their disposal. Our support staff has done all they can to provide the backup support both teachers and students needed to successfully reach this day. Your parents have also worked hard to provide you with whatever assistance they could offer, along with love and encouragement to bolster you when the journey got hard. Everyone’s hard work has paid off. You have completed this season of your lives and are ready to launch out into the world for the next season. 

Some of you have prepared step by step how you will proceed while others prefer to fly into the unknown taking what life throws at you, loving the excitement of the leap. Some of you will attend trade school or community college, some already have jobs lined up to begin as soon as graduation is over, while others will be going to colleges and universities scattered all over the country. Some of you will either join the military soon or have already signed up while still in high school. I know each of you is excited to begin this next stage of your life.  
Regardless of the path you have chosen each of you has a dream to make a difference in the world around you. Each of you wants to wants to make an indelible mark on society in your own unique way. You also have your own personal goals to aim for as well. Whether your dream is to build your own company, teach at a renowned university, become famous in your chosen field, become a high ranking military officer or simply be the best at what you love to do, you are well prepared and now have the opportunity to chase those dreams. 

On the journey of life there are times of challenge that you can’t escape. But, you will also be prepared to face life’s challenges. You will face them with strength and courage, knowing that it is only one leg of the journey. You will face them knowing that the challenge is temporary and hope is on the other side of the hill. 

As you leave here today you begin the journey to fulfill your dreams. You do not go empty handed. You go with the best training that Countryside High School could provide. You also go with our thoughts and best wishes for success. We look forward to hearing from you along the way so we can celebrate your successes with you because we know you will succeed. 

Good luck to each and every one of you!

