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Remarks by Ms. Monica Gray at the commencement of the 2016 graduating class at Stratford University.


GOOD [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING], LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT’S GREAT TO SEE YOU ALL HERE TODAY.

I’D LIKE TO SAY JUST A FEW WORDS TO OUR WONDERFUL GRADUATING CLASS 0F 2016, BUT BEFORE I DO, I’D BE TOTALLY REMISS IF I DIDN’T ACKOWLEDGE DR. RICHARD SHURTZ, OUR UNIVERSITY’S PRESIDENT . . . HIS WIFE [FIRST NAME] . . . DEAN RESTO . . . AND ALL THE FANTASTIC FACULTY OF STRATFORD UNIVERSITY.  TOGETHER, YOU’VE CREATED A CENTER OF EXCELLENCE AND LEARNING THAT’S SECOND TO NONE IN THE COUNTRY, AND FOR THAT, I THINK WE SHOULD ALL BE ENORM-OUSLY GRATEFUL.

NOW I’D LIKE TO START BY ASKING YOU ALL A QUESTION, AND THAT IS:  WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE NURSING, INFORMATION SCIENCE, HEALTH SCIENCE, CULINARY ARTS, AND BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION ALL HAVE IN COMMON?  THINK ABOUT THIS FOR A MOMENT.

WELL, APART FROM THE FACT THAT THESE DISCIPLINES COMPRISE THE COURSE CATALOG OF STRATFORD UNIVERSITY, THE THING THEY ALL HAVE IN COMMON IS THAT THEY ALL REQUIRE SKILLS — AND I MEAN REAL SKILLS, USEFUL SKILLS, HARD SKILLS, SKILLS YOU’VE GOTTA MASTER IF YOU WANT TO EARN A LIVING IN ANY OF THESE DISCPLINES.

NOW MIND YOU, I’VE GOT NOTHING AGAINST A TRADITIONAL LIBERAL ARTS EDUCTION, WITH ITS CLASSES IN LITERATURE AND ART AND PHILSOPHY, AND THE LIKE.  BUT — EXCEPT FOR TEACHING POSITIONS —  WHAT KIND OF JOBS ARE OUT THERE THESE DAYS FOR PHILOSOPHY 



MAJORS, OR ART HISTORY MAJORS, OR LITERATURE MAJORS OR MAJORS IN THE ANCIENT LANGUAGES OF TIBET?  NOT TOO DARNED MANY, I CAN TELL YOU!

THAT’S WHY I THINK YOU SHOULD ALL FEEL TERRIBLY PROUD OF THE FACT THAT YOU’VE PUT IN THE HARD WORK AND THE STUDY AND THE DISCIPLINE TO LEARN SOME REALLY USEFUL SKILLS.  FOR IN EVERY FIELD REPRESENTED HERE TODAY, THERE ARE JOBS — REAL JOBS, WELL-PAYING JOBS, EXCITING JOBS — JUST WAITING TO BE FILLED BY PEOPLE WITH SKILLS, BY PEOPLE LIKE YOU.

YOU’VE ACCOMPLISHED A LOT HERE AT STRATFORD; AND WHILE GETTING YOUR EDUCATION HERE MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN THE EASIEST THING YOU’VE EVER DONE IN YOUR LIFE, YOU’LL SOON FIND THE PAYOFF IN THE MANY WONDERFUL JOB OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE AWAITING YOU RIGHT NOW YOU IN YOUR CHOSEN FIELD.  YOU’RE GONNA FIND DOORS OPENING AND INVITATIONS TO APPLY POURING IN.  THE WORLD IS YOUR OYSTER, AS THEY SAY, AND NOW, MY FRIENDS, IT’S TIME FOR YOU TO START SHUCKING.

WITH THAT, I’D LIKE TO  CONCLUDE MY REMARKS HERE THIS [MORNING/ AFTERNOON/EVENING] WITH AN ADMONITION TO ALL OF YOU, AND THAT IS TO STRIVE ALWAYS TO BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE — THE BEST I.T. PROGRAMMER, THE BEST COOK, THE BEST CAREGIVER, THE BEST ADMINISTRATOR, THE BEST LAB TECH, THE BEST PROFESSIONAL IN WHATEVER FIELD YOU’VE EARNED YOUR DEGREE.  AND I’M NOT SAYING 

THIS MERELY AS THE EXPECTED PLATITUDE OF A GRADUATION SPEAKER.  I’M SAYING IT BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO VERY IMPORTANT REASONS FOR YOU TO STRIVE ALWAYS  TO BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE.

THE FIRST REASON IS THAT THIS IS THE BEST WAY TO GET AHEAD.

LET’S FACE IT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:  YOU’RE NOT GOING TO START OFF RIGHT OUT OF COLLEGE AS THE CEO OF A LARGE CORPORATION.  YOU’RE NOT GOING TO BEGIN AS THE EXECUTIVE CHEF AT SOME SWANKY RESTAURANT.  YOU’RE NOT GOING TO BECOME HEAD OF NURSING THE FIRST DAY YOU STEP ONTO A HOSPITAL WARD.  YOU’RE NOT GOING START OFF FROM JUMP STREET AS SOME COMPANY’S CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER.  ON THE CONTRARY, YOU’RE MORE LIKELY THAN GOING TO START SOMEWHERE NEAR THE BOTTOM RUNG OF YOUR PROFESSION’S LADDER.  AND THE BEST AND MOST RELIABLE WAY FOR YOU TO CLIMB UP THAT LADDER IS TO BE THE VERY BEST “WHATEVER” THAT YOU CAN BE.

AND THE SECOND REASON TO BE THE BEST THAT YOU CAN BE IS THAT YOU OWE THIS TO YOURSELF.

WHY PUT IN ALL THE WORK YOU HAVE, AND PAID ALL THE TUITION YOU HAVE, AND MASTERED ALL THE SKILLS YOU’VE HAVE IF YOU DON’T STRIVE ALWAYS TO BE THE BEST IN YOUR FIELD.  UNLESS YOU GO TO BED EACH NIGHT CONFIDENT IN THE FACT THAT YOU’VE DONE THAT DAY THE VERY BEST YOU COULD’VE DONE, YOU’RE GOING TO BE DISAPPOINTED IN YOURSELF.  NOBODY CAN EVER ASK YOU, OR DEMAND OF YOU, THAT YOU BE BETTER THAN YOU ARE.  BUT THEY — 
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AND YOU — CAN CERTAINLY ASK AND DEMAND THAT YOU BE AS GOOD AS YOU’RE CAPABLE OF BEING.

THIS IS THE ONE TRUE PATH TO HAPPINESS IN ANY JOB OR PROFESSION THAT YOU MIGHT UNDERTAKE.  I HOPE AND PRAY THAT EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU WILL CHOOSE THAT PATH, INSTEAD OF THE PATH OF MEDIOCRITY, OF COMPROMISE, OR OF “JUST GETTING BY.”  I URGE YOU TO CHOOSE THE PATH OF EXCELLENCE, AND MAKE STRATFORD PROUD!

THANK YOU.


#  #  #
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