[EZ Speech Writers No. 15658]
_______________________________________________________
Remarks by Best Man Steven Gross on the occasion of the marriage of his brother, David.
_______________________________________________________

HELLO THERE, EVERYBODY.  MY NAME’S STEVEN GROSS, AND I’M SERVING AS MY BROTHER, DAVID’S, BEST MAN TONIGHT — OR AT LEAST THE BEST MAN HE COULD FIND TO SPEARHEAD THE CELEBRATION OF THE DEATH OF HIS BACHELORHOOD.   BUT I HASTEN TO ADD THAT THIS A JOYOUS OCCASION, BECAUSE WHO WOULDN’T WANT TO GIVE UP BACHELORHOOD FOR A WOMAN AS GORGEOUS, AS SWEET, AND AS CAPABLE AS . . . [GESTURE TOWARD THE BRIDE] . . . THE LOVELY AND BEAUTIFUL ALLYSA [LAST NAME OF BRIDE]?   [LEAD THE AUDIENCE APPLAUSE; THEN GESTURING TOWARD MATT] MATTHEW, OLD MAN:  YOU MIGHT HAVE MADE SOME QUESTIONABLE CHOICES IN YOUR LIFE, BUT MARRYING ALLYSA SURE AS HELL WASN’T ONE OF ‘EM!




NOW, BEFORE I GO ON WITH MY LITTLE SPEECH, I’D LIKE TO THANK ALL OF YOU FOR JOINING US TONIGHT ON THIS JOYOUS OCCASION.  IT’S JUST TERRIFIC THAT YOU COULD ALL BE HERE.  AND I WANT TO ESPECIALLY THANK ALLYSA’S PARENTS, SCOTT AND LISA, FOR PUTTING TOGETHER THESE WONDERFUL FESTIVITIES.  [TO SCOTT AND LISA]:  SCOTT AND LISA, YOU COULDN’T POSSIBLY HAVE RAISED A MORE LOVING AND GRACIOUS AND COMPETENT DAUGHTER AS ALLYSA, AND DAVID IS SO VERY LUCKY TO HAVE SNAGGED HER.  YOU SHOULD BE VERY, VERY PROUD OF YOUR WONDERFUL DAUGHTER.  I’VE NEVER HAD A SISTER, BUT NOW I DO, EVEN IF IT’S JUST “IN LAW,” AND I’M TOTALLY THRILLED THAT SHE’S NOW A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY, AS WELL.

[BRIEF PAUSE]

NOW, IT’S BEEN SAID THAT TRULY GREAT MARRIAGES LIKE THAT OF  MATT AND ALLYSA’S ARE MADE IN HEAVEN.  WELL, WHILE SOME DIVINE INTERVENTION MIGHT’VE ULTIMATELY 




BEEN INVOLVED, THIS MARRIAGE WAS ACTUALLY MADE ON FACEBOOK.  LET ME EXPLAIN.

IT WAS BACK IN [MONTH] OF [YEAR], AND DAVID AND ALLYSA WERE ON A DATE . . . BUT NOT WITH EACH OTHER.  IT WAS A GROUP SOCIAL EVENT AND BOTH HAD ARRIVED WITH DIFFERENT COMPANIONS FOR THE EVENING.  BUT AS THE TWO OF THEM WERE MINGLING, THEY DISCOVERED THAT THEY WERE BOTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS — THUS PROVIDING COMMON GOUND FOR CONVERSATION.  IT WAS THE USUAL, COLLEAGUE-TYPE STUFF, YOU KNOW, TEACHER-TO-TEACHER, BUT NO TALK ABOUT EXCHANGING PHONE NUMBER OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT.  NONETHELESS, DAVID WAS MORE THAN A LITTLE SMITTEN WITH ALLYSA — AND WHO WOULDN’T BE? — AND SO HE TOOK A CHANCE AND LOOKED HER UP ON FACEBOOK.  LUCKY FOR HIM, HE FOUND HER THERE, SO HE JUST SENT HER AN E-MAIL MESSAGE ASKING IF SHE MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN CONTINUING THEIR 



CONVERSATION, MAYBE GOING OUT TOGETHER . . . YOU KNOW.

WELL, A WEEK WENT BY AND DAVID GOT NO RESPONSE FROM ALLYSA.  THEN ANOTHER WEEK, AND ANOTHER, AND ANOTHER.  THEN FINALLY, OUT OF THE BLUE, AFTER ABOUT A MONTH OF SILENCE, ALLYSA FINALLY GOT BACK TO DAVID WITH A MESSAGE THAT HER FACEBOOK E-MAILS WERE SENT TO AN ACCOUNT THAT SHE RARELY CHECKED, AND THUS SHE’D ONLY NOW DISCOVERED THAT HE’D WRITTEN TO HER.  WHY SHE HAPPENED TO CHECK THAT ACCOUNT JUST AT THAT TIME, SHE CAN’T TELL YOU EVEN TO THIS DAY — DIVINE INTEREVENTION, PERHAPS?  BUT IN ANY CASE, THEY SET UP THEIR FIRST REAL DATE, AND THE REST, AS THEY SAY, IS HISTORY.

DAVID AND ALLYSA DATED FOR ABOUT TWO YEARS, AND THEN, ON [DAY/MONTH/YEAR], DAVID POPPED THE QUESTION, AND HIS WAS NOT THE MOST CONVENTIONAL OF PROPO-

SALS, UNTIL RIGHT NEAR THE END.  HERE’S HOW IT HAPPENED:
IT WAS RIGHT AROUND EASTER TIME, AND AS A STRATEGEM TO GET ALLYSA OUT OF THE HOUSE, HE ASKED HER IF SHE’D BE WILLING TO POP OUT AND GET THEM SOME COFFEES FROM STARBUCK’S.  HE WAS A BIT SHOCKED WHEN SHE AGREED, BUT GRATIFIED THAT HE’D NOW HAVE A FEW MOMENTS TO PUT HIS PLAN INTO ACTION — SNEAKY S.O.B. [SON-OF-A-GUN] THAT HE IS.  SO AS SOON AS ALLYSA WAS OUT OF THE HOUSE, DAVID PROCEDED TO PLACE A BUNCH OF EASTER EGGS ALL AROUND THE HOUSE; AND OF COURSE, WHEN SHE RETURNED, BEING THE FUN LADY THAT SHE IS, ALLYSA READILY AGREED TO UNDERTAKE AN EASTER-EGG HUNT.  AFTER SHE’D FOUND WHAT SHE THOUGHT — AND DAVID HINTED — WAS THE LAST EASTER EGG TO BE FOUND, DAVID TOLD HER THAT THERE MIGHT, IN FACT, BE ONE MORE 
EGG, AND HE SUGGESTED THAT SHE LOOK FOR IT IN THE BEDROOM.

WELL, OF COURSE, THERE WAS NO EGG IN THE BEDROOM, AND ALYSSA EMERGED FROM HER FRUITLESS — OR SHOULD I SAY “EGGLESS” — SEARCH JUST TAD MIFFED AT DAVID’S APPARENT PRANK.  BUT AS SHE CAME BACK TO THE LIVING ROOM, SHE SAW A LITTLLE STUFFED EASTER BUNNY THAT DAVID HAD PLACED ON THE LIVING ROOM TABLE IN HER ABSENCE.  AS SHE APPROACHED THE TOY, SHE NOTICED WITH JOY THAT THERE WAS A WONDERFUL ENGAGEMENT RING TIED AROUND THE BUNNY’S NECK.  AT WHICH POINT, DAVID WAS ON HIS KNEE ASKING HER TO MARRY HIM.  AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE BUNNY RABBIT, SHE OF COURSE SAID YES!
AFTER THEIR ENGAGEMENT, ALLYSA CONTINUED HER TEACHING CAREER, BUT DAVID LEFT THE EDUCATION FIELD IN [YEAR], TO BECOME A POLICE OFFICER WITH THE [CITY] POLICE DEPARTMENT.  SO NOW I HAVE A BROTHER AND SISTER-IN-LAW WHO ARE ENGAGED, RESPECTIVELY, IN WHAT 

I CONSIDER TO BE TWO OF THE FINEST AND NOBLEST PROFESSIONS IN THE WORLD — A POLICEMEN, DEDICATED

TO PROTECTING AND SERVING THE PEOPLE OF HIS COMMUNITY, EVEN — GOD FORBID! — AT THE RISK OF HIS OWN LIFE; AND A TEACHER, DEDICATING HER LIFE TO EDUCATING AND NURTURING OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS AND HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME THE VERY BEST CITIZENS THEY CAN POSSIBLY BE.  [TO DAVID AND ALLYSA]  I’M SO VERY, VERY PROUD OF BOTH YOU — YOU ARE TRULY AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL!

IN CLOSING MY REMARKS THIS EVENING, I’D LIKE TO PROPOSE THIS TOAST, [TO THE AUDIENCE] IF YOU’LL ALL PLEASE JOIN ME.  [RAISE A GLASS]  TO DAVID AND ALLYSA:  I PRAY THAT GOD WILL BLESS THIS MARRIAGE AND KEEP YOUR LOVE STRONG.   MAY YOUR LOVE BE EVER INCREASED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSE-HOLD MULTIPLY, AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES 

FOREVER BLUE.  MAY YOU LOOK BACK ON THIS DAY ALWAYS AND REMEMBER HOW VERY MUCH YOU LOVED EACH OTHER

[bookmark: _GoBack]RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT.  AND FINALLY:  MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.  GOD BLESS THE TWO OF YOU!



#  #  #
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