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Harris Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16248]
____________________________________________________________
Valedictory speech by Ms. Christy Harris to the 2017 graduating class of the Greenville Christian Academy.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FACULTY AND STAFF . . . DISTINGUISHED GUESTS . . . FELLOW GRADUATES AND PARENTS . . .

I AM BOTH HONORED AND HUMBLED TO HAVE BEEN INVITED TO GIVE THE VALEDICTORIAN’S ADDRESS AT THIS YEAR’S GRADUATION CEREMONIES.

WHEN I WAS PONDERING WHAT I’D SAY HERE THIS [MORNING/ AFTERNOON/EVENING], IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT THE FIRST THING I SHOULD SAY IS, “THANK YOU.”  FOR IF THERE’S ONE THING I’VE LEARNED IN MY [NO.] YEARS AT GREENVILLE CHRISITIAN IT IS THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF LIVING A GOOD LIFE IS TO FOSTER AND NURTURE AND MANIFEST IN ALL THINGS AND IN ALL WAYS AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE.


[bookmark: _GoBack]MY EXPERIENCE AT GREENVILLE CHRISTIAN HAS TAUGHT ME THAT NONE OF US GETS THROUGH THIS LIFE ON OUR OWN.  THROUGHOUT OUR DAYS, WE’RE HELPED ALONG THE WAY BY OUR PARENTS, OUR TEACHERS, OUR CHURCH, OUR FRIENDS, AND BY THE MANY MENTORS WHO’VE GIVEN US GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL THROUGH THE YEARS.  WE CAN ACHIEVE LITTLE ON OUR OWN.  WE’RE ALWAYS GOING TO NEED THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF OTHERS TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS IN LIFE.  AND FOR THIS, WE’RE GOING TO “OWE” THEM.

AND HOW DO WE REPAY THIS DEBT?  IT’S SIMPLE.  JUST SAY “THANK YOU,” OR BETTER YET, “THANK YOU; I’M VERY GRATEFUL.”  HOWEVER, IT’S NOT GOOD ENOUGH SIMPLY TO FEEL GRATEFUL.  NO.  YOU’VE GOT TO EXPRESS THAT GRATITUDE STRAIGHT OUT LOUD, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, YOU’VE GOT TO MEAN IT.  YOU’VE GOT TO MAKE SURE THAT ANYONE WHO HELPS YOU IN ANY WAY, LARGE OR SMALL, KNOWS THAT YOU SINCERELY APPRECIATE THEIR EFFORT OR THEIR HELP.  FROM THE CASHIER AT MCDONALD’S TO THE MATH TEACHER WHO TOOK THE EXTRA TIME TO EXPLAIN QUADRATIC EQUATIONS WHEN YOU JUST COULDN’T WRAP YOUR MIND AROUND THEM, YOU NEED TO SAY “THANK YOU” FROM THE HEART.  AS IT IS SAID IN THESSLONIANS 5:18:  “GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES; FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD.”  YOU WILL FIND THAT AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE IS ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE AND ENDEARING TRAITS YOU CAN MANIFEST.

NOW, I’M PRETTY SURE THAT, FOR MOST OF US, OUR PARENTS ARE THE PEOPLE TO WHOM WE OWE THE GREATEST DEBT OF GRATITUDE.  THINK OF ALL THE THINGS THEY’VE DONE FOR US.  THINK OF THE SACRIFICES THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD TO MAKE TO SEND US TO SUCH A WONDERFUL CENTER OF LEARNING AS GREENVILLE CHRISTIAN.  THINK OF ALL THE LOVE AND CARE THEY’VE LAVISHED UPON US FROM THE MOMENT OF OUR.  SO ON BEHALF OF ALL US GRADUATING SENIORS TO ALL YOU WONDERFUL, SUPPORTIVE PARENTS OUT THERE:  THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

THERE’S ANOTHER IMPORTANT LESSON I’VE LEARNED HERE AT SCHOOL AND THAT IS THAT PROCRASTINATION IS THE ENEMY OF PROGRESS — ABSOLUTELY DEADLY.  IF YOU DON’T BELIEVE ME, JUST TRY PUTTING TOGETHER A 60-SLIDE POWERPOINT PRESENTATION IN LESS THAN 48 HOURS LIKE I HAD TO DO FOR MR. ANYES’ BIBLE CLASS BACK IN [YEAR].  THAT’S THE LAST TIME I WAITED TIL THE LAST MINUTE TO DO ANYTHING!

BUT PERHAPS THE SINGLE MOST MEANINGFUL LIFE LESSON I’LL TAKE AWAY FROM MY TIME HERE AT GREENVILLE CHRISTIAN IS THAT I WAS PUT ON THIS EARTH FOR TWO PURPOSES AND TWO PURPOSES ONLY:  THE FIRST IS TO PRAISE GOD, AND THE SECOND IS TO HELP OTHERS.

THE MOST IMPORTANT AND NOBLE PURPOSE WE HAVE ON THIS EARTH, WHILE WE’RE DOWN HERE, IS TO RELIEVE THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS, TO HELP OTHERS REALIZE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL, TO GIVE CARE AND SUCCOR TO THOSE WHO ARE IN PAIN, TO RAISE OTHERS OUT OF DESPAIR AND INTO JOY.    THIS IS THE SECRET OF LIVING A MEANINGFUL LIFE.  THIS IS WHAT IT MEANS TRULY TO BE A CHRISTIAN.  AS PHILIPPIANS VERSES 2 THRU 4 URGES US:  “DO NOTHING OUT OF SELFISH AMBITION OR EMPTY PRIDE, BUT IN HUMILITY CONSIDER OTHERS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOURSELVES.”

SO THE TWO-PART SECRET TO LIVING A SUCCESSFUL LIFE IS TO — FIRST — DEVELOP A GENUINE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE WITHIN YOURSELF, THEN MANIFEST THAT GRATITUDE OPENLY AND FREELY; AND THEN — SECOND — TO LIVE A LIFE OF SERVICE AND HELPFULLNESS TO OTHERS.  NOTHING COULD BE SIMPLER, RIGHT?

NOW I KNOW THAT MANY OF MY CLASSMATES MIGHT SOON FIND THEMSELVES WANDERING AWAY FROM CHURCH AND AWAY FROM THEIR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.  SOME OF YOU MIGHT STOP GOING TO CHURCH ALTOGETHER.  BUT WHATEVER METHOD OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP YOU MIGHT FOLLOW ONCE YOU’VE LEFT HERE, MY HOPE AND MY PRAYER FOR ALL OF US IS THAT WE’LL NEVER, EVER LET JESUS OUT OF OUR HEARTS . . . THAT WE’LL CONTINUE TO LIVE A LIFE OF SERVICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS . . . AND THAT, AS CHRISTIAN LEADERS, BUSINESSMEN AND BUSINESSWOMEN, MISSIONARIES, DOCTORS, PASTORS, OR WHATEVER PROFESSION WE MIGHT CHOOSE FOR OURSELVES, WE’LL GO OUT AND — WITH GOD BY OUR SIDE — CHANGE THE WORLD!

THANK YOU.
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