Hawaiian Wedding Speech
By Mina R Raulston

Aloha Everyone,

Welcome to this ho'olaule'a (celebration) of the wedding of Robin Reardon and Norman Nelson. I’d like to propose a toast. 
Robin and Norman, you are ideally suited to each other, sharing the same sense of adventure. May you walk each day of this new adventure of married life together regularly expressing your love for one another (ho'oheno) and may you share much joy (hau'oli) every day of your lives together. May that joy give you strength that will carry you through the mountains and valleys of life that you travel. 
I have known Robin, her parents and sisters (you can name the family members here) my whole life. Our families have been close friends for generations. We’ve laughed together and played together as friends do and are almost like family. We’ve also helped each other through some tough times. That’s what makes this day so important to me and why I am so thrilled to be a part of this celebration. 
Here you could share a story of your two families together if you choose.
I’ve known Norman through our work with Non Profits. Norman is tireless, selfless and has this wonderful dry sense of humor. We have become close friends as well and I have a great deal of respect for Norman both personally and professionally.
I have watched as Robin and Norman got to know one another and day by day became a couple. Their personalities fit together like a beautiful puzzle combining their strengths and weaknesses to make a stronger, more beautiful whole. They share so many attributes. They are both very adventurous; they love to travel and share a huge curiosity for life. 
Here you could share a story of how Robin and Norman met.
Today their families enlarge as they join together each other with Robin’s two sons and two daughters and Norman’s two sons. (You can name the sons and daughters here). This joining will make their new family even stronger. 
Robin and Norman bring much life experience to this marriage. These experiences will enrich their walk together in ways that we can’t know right now. 
Watching them get to know one another didn’t prepare me for the phone call I received from Norman on April 21 while they were in Hawaii. As the conversation progressed he told me the reason for his call to me in Newport. He and Robin were to be married and he wanted me to be his best man. I was so thrilled that it took me a minute for it to sink in. 
Being a best man is an important job and I was honored to be asked to fulfill this responsibility. Tradition has it that in centuries past the best man helped to guard the groom and his bride from attack. Some stories say the groom kidnapped her with the help of the best man and groomsmen and then the best man protected them from her family trying to recapture the bride. Other stories say the best man protected the bride and groom from outside attack from other towns and villages when the men from those villages came trying to steal women to be their brides. 
Thankfully those traditions are not the case today. Robin and Norman have chosen to become man and wife and no one has desired to stand in their way. We are all joined here today to celebrate their marriage with them. Mahalo! Norman. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for asking me to fulfill such an important responsibility in the most important day of your life. It is a great honor to do this for you.
From this day forward Robin and Norman will go forward with a renewed sense of family, with a larger family, and with the joy of a newly joined couple. Their lives will never be the same. They will approach every event of life with a different point of view as they view it as a couple rather than as an individual. Their holidays will be celebrated differently as they combine their individual histories and traditions. Their vacations will be different as they plan them together and take new adventures that they may not have considered previously. They will also face the inevitable struggles of life with a renewed strength because they will do it together and not alone. 

Today is the first day of the rest of your lives together. Today you step out into a new adventure. My wish and desire is that your adventure together will be filled with love, joy and happiness such as you have never before experienced. 

Aloha Everyone!

