

2





[bookmark: _GoBack][EZ Speech Writers No. 16050]
_______________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Peter Henry on the occasion of the marriage of his 
daughter, Haley, to Mr. Jake Sheehan.
_______________________________________________________

GOOD EVENING, EVERYONE.

I GUESS FOR SOME OF YOU THIS EVENING’S CELEBRATION, MIGHT SEEM A LITTLE LIKE DÉJÀ VU, OR — IN COMPUTERESE — “HENRY WEDDING REBOOT.”  FOR DEBRA AND ME, I THINK IT WOULD BETTER BE CALLED:  HENRY FAMILY BLISS 2.0!

AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, DEB AND I GAVE OUR MIDDLE DAUGHTER, BRITTANY, AWAY LAST JANUARY.  IT WAS A WONDERFUL WEDDING, FILLED WITH JOY AND LOVE, AND NOW WE GET TO DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN.  WHAT A BLESSING!

BEFORE I GIVE MY OBOLIGATORY “FATHER-OF-THE-BRIDE” SPEECH, I WANT TO TAKE JUST A MOMENT TO RECOGNIZE AND THANK ALL THE WONDERFUL FOLKS WHO, FOR A SEC-OND TIME IN SIX MONTHS, HAVE TRAVELED NORTH TO BE WITH US THIS EVENING.  I SUSPECT THAT, LIKE ME, YOU JUST NEVER GET TIRED OF BEING PART OF SOMETHING SO SPE-CIAL, SO SWEET, AND SO SACRED.  SO I WELCOME YOU ONCE AGAIN, AND THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE.

BUT LET ME ALSO WELCOME ALL THE FOLKS WHO’RE HERE FROM THE SHEEHAN SIDE OF AISLE.  IT WAS SUCH GREAT FUN PLANNING THIS CELEBRATION WITH YOU, AND I THANK THE ENTIRE SHEEHAN CONTINGENT FOR BEING HERE WITH US THIS EVENING.  [TO THE SHEEHANS]   BARBIE AND MARK, YOU’VE RAISED A TERRIFIC SON, AND BOTH DEBRA AND I ARE THRILLED THAT THIS WONDERFUL YOUNG MAN OF YOURS IS NOW A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY, TOO.

I’D ALSO LIKE TO RECOGNIZE AND THANK [GIVE THE NAMES AND RELATIONSHIP TO YOU OF ANY OTHER ATTENDEES YOU WANT TO RECOGNIZE].

I SPOKE AT BRITTANY’S WEDDING OF THE MISH-MOSH OF EMOTIONS THAT EVERY FATHER FEELS WHEN HE’S WALKING HIS DAUGHTER DOWN THE AISLE AT HER WEDDING.  BUT I MUST ADMIT THAT THERE’S A VERY, VERY SPECIAL FEELING WHEN THAT DAUGHTER’S YOUR FIRST BORN CHILD.

WHEN YOUR FIRST CHILD’S BORN, YOUR WHOLE WORLD CHANGES IN AN INSTANT.  AND WHEN YOU HOLD THAT TINY INFANT IN YOUR ARMS FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME, YOU KNOW FOR SURE AND CERTAIN THAT THERE’S NO WAY UNDER GOD’S HEAVEN THAT YOU COULD POSSBILY LOVE ANYONE OR ANY THING AS MUCH YOU LOVE THAT LITTLE PINK BUNDLE OF JOY RIGHT NOW.  OF COURSE, WHEN YOU DO HAVE MORE KIDS, IT BECOMES ABUNDANTLY AND INSTANTLY CLEAR THAT — DESPITE WHAT YOU MIGHT HAVE FELT AT THAT SINGULAR MOMENT — LOVE IS AN INFINITELY EXPAN-SIBLE QUANTITY.

THERE’S ANOTHER REASON WHY HALEY’S BIRTH WAS SUCH A LIFE-CHANGING MOMENT FOR THE HENRY FAMILY.  YOU SEE, THE DAY AFTER SHE WAS BORN, HER GRANDFATHER [NAME OR SIDE OF FAMILY] HAD A TERRIBLE STROKE, AND THE DOCTORS GAVE HIM ONLY A VERY SMALL CHANCE OF SURVIVAL.  BUT SURVIVE HE DID — FOR 17 MORE YEARS, NO LESS! — AND DEB AND I ARE ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT THE ARRIVAL OF HALEY INTO HIS LIFE WAS THE MAIN REA-SON HE KEPT ON KEEPING ON.

NOW, THERE’S A SCHOOL OF THOUGHT THAT SUGGESTS THAT A PERSON’S BIRTH ORDER — FIRST CHILD, SECOND CHILD, AND SO FORTH — HAS A PROFOUND EFEFCT ON HIS OR HER PERSONALITY LATER IN LIFE.  ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY, FIRST-BORN CHILDREN TEND TO BE RELIABLE, CON-SCIENTIOUS, DRIVEN, DILIGENT, STRUCTURED, CAUTIOUS, AT TIMES A LITTLE CONTROLLING, AND FREQUENTLY HIGH-ACHIEVING.  WHILE THERE’S STILL SOME DEBATE ABOUT THIS WHOLE BIRTH-ORDER BUSINESS, I CAN TELL YOU THAT THE PROFILE I JUST READ FITS HALEY TO A TEE.

SHE’S CERTAINLY A VERY CONSCIENTIOUS, HIGHLY-DRIVEN, AND DILGENT PERSON.  SHE’S VERY, VERY ORGANIZED AND, YES, SOMETIMES A BIT ON THE CAUTIOUS SIDE — ALTHOUGH SHE’S NOT ALWAYS AS BEEN AS CAUTIOUS AS SHE MIGHT HAVE BEEN.

HALEY’S ALSO FUNNY AS HELL, ESPECAILLY WHEN SHE WAS A KID.  I REMEMBER ONE TIME WHEN SHE WAS UPSTAIRS, IN BED, BUT APPARENTLY WITH NO INTENTION WHATSOEVER OF FALLING ASLEEP.  HER ONE-YEAR-OLD BABY SISTER WAS SHARING THE  BEDROOM WITH HER AT THE TIME.  WELL, AFTER SEVERAL ATTEMPS AT SETTLING HER DOWN FROM AFAR, DEBRA CALLED UPSTAIRS AND SAID, “IF YOU DON’T SETTLE DOWN RIGHT THIS MINUTE, I’M GONNA COME UP THERE AND PUT THAT NAUGHTY LITTLE CHILD TO SLEEP MYSELF!”  TO WHICH HALEY REPLIED, “YOU MEAN THE ONE SLEEPING IN THE CRIB?”

THEN THERE WAS A TIME WHEN DEBRA ASKED HALEY, WHO WAS A TEENAGER AT THE TIME, WHAT SHE WANTED TO BE AFTER COLLEGE.  MIGHT SHE BE INTERESTED IN FOLLOWING IN HER DAD’S FOOTSTEPS AND ENTERING THE FINANCIAL FIELD?  “NO,” HALEY RESPONDED, “I WANT TO WORK!”  [PETE:  IT’S A FUNNY STORY, BUT I DON’T IT’S THINK WORTH THE TIME TO TELL IT; YOUR CHOICE, OF COURSE.]

HALLEY’S AS GENEROUS AS THE DAY IS LONG, AND THERE’S NOTHING SHE WOULDN’T DO FOR A FRIEND OR FAMILY MEM-BER IN NEED.  BUT BEYOND THESE CHARACTERISTICS — AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ALL OF ‘EM — IS THE FACT THAT HALEY IS ONE OF THE MOST LOVING AND CARING AND GIVING PEOPLE I’VE EVER KNOWN.

SHE’S DEMONSTRATED THIS BOTH IN HER FAMILY LIFE AND HER PROFESSIONAL LIFE.  AS EACH OF THEM WAS BORN, HALEY GLADLY TOOK ON THE ROLE OF “BIG SISTER” TO BRITTANY AND [NO.] YEARS LATER, TO [NAME OF THIRD CHILD].  SHE LOVED THEM BOTH DEARLY AND SHE BECAME VERY MUCH A SECOND MOTHER TO THEM.  IN HER PROFES-SIONAL LIFE, TOO, HALEY’S SHOWN THE SAME DEDICATION TO SERVICE AND THE BETTERMENT OF OTHERS.  SHE’S BEEN A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, WORKED IN NURSING HOMES, AND IS NOW WORKING AS [A/AN] [PROFFESION] AT [NAME OF WORKPLACE].

NOW HERE’S THE BEAUTY PART OF THIS WHOLE THING:  WHILE JAKE SHEEHAN DOESN’T HAPPEN TO BE A FIRST-BORN CHILD, HE SHARES SO MANY QUALITIES AND VALUES WITH HALEY, IT’S NOT FUNNY.

THEY’RE BOTH HIGHLY PEOPLE- AND FAMILY-ORIENTED.  BOTH THEIR LIVES ARE CENTERED IN GOD AND IN CHRISTIAN VALUES.  THEY LOVE CYCLING AND [OTHER MUTUAL HOB-BIES] TOGETHER.  THEY’RE BOTH FOODIES, WHICH IS TO SAY, HALEY LOVES TO COOK, AND JAKE LOVES TO EAT.

WE’VE KNOW JAKE SHEEHAN FOR ABOUT THREE YEARS NOW, AND WE’VE COME TO LOVE HIM LIKE A SON AND AD-MIRE HIM FOR ALL THE THINGS HE’S BEEN ABLE TO AC-COMPLISH IN HIS LIFE.  [IF THERE’RE SPECIFIC ONES, MEN-TION THEM HERE]  WE’RE SO ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL THAT SUCH A GOOD MAN AS JAKE WAS THE MAN HALEY CHOSE TO MARRY.  I HONESTLY DON’T THINK I’VE EVER SEEN HER HAP-PIER.

LET ME CONCLUDE MY LITTLE SPEECH BY INVITING YOU ALL TO JOIN ME IN A TOAST TO THE NEWLYWEDS:

[RAISE A GLASS TOWARD JAKE AND HALEY]  HALEY AND JAKE:  MAY YOUR LIVES BE FILLED WITH JOY AND HAPPINESS FORE-VER MORE.  MAY YOU EXPERIENCE THE MAXIMUM OF PEACE IN YOUR LIVES, AND THE MINIMUM OF STRIFE.  MAY GOD WATCH OVER YOU AND KEEP YOUR MARRIAGE STRONG.  AND MAY YOUR LOVINGKINDESS FOR ONE ANOTHER NEVER WANE BUT ONLY GROW.  AND MAY THE GRACE OF GOD PROTECT YOU AND NURTURE YOU, ALL THE OF YOUR LIVES.

AMEN, AND GOD BLESS YOU.


#  #  #
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