Interfaith Dental Clinic Fundraising Speech

By Mina R Raulston, 6/16/12

I want to thank Everyone for coming to this important event for the Interfaith Dental Clinic. We value those who partner with us through donations and other support more than you can know. It is an important work that we do and your help is greatly appreciated.

Our Mission here at the Interfaith Dental Clinic is to restore, protect and improve the oral health of uninsured, low-income, working people, their children and the elderly in the greater Nashville area and through access to affordable quality dental care, oral disease prevention services and oral health education. That mission guides our every decision and plan as this clinic continues to grow to be able to assist more people in our community who need affordable, quality dental care. 
As you know our founder Dr. Tom Underwood began this clinic many years ago after volunteering in foreign countries as a dentist. When he saw that there were many right here in our own community and country who needed as much or more dental care he decided it was time to help his own community. Joining with the Nashville Dental Society and the West End United Methodist Church this clinic was born. 

What began in a large closet with only two chairs has since expanded to a full building with ten chairs plus a second location and a full staff of workers who share our mission. What began with two partners has expanded to a long list of generous supporters. 

Dental health is important to a person’s overall well being and can be affected by age, general health, previous dental health care and illness. It also affects how we handle illness, how well or how poorly we age in regards to our general health, our digestive health and how we handle other illnesses. 

If you look on our website, http://www.interfaithdentalclinic.com, you can read our history, even read copies of our newsletters. You can read stories of our many success cases. You can see how our clinic makes an important difference in our community. 
As you look around you and consider our history you will recognize that we couldn’t have begun nor could we have continued to grow our services here without the help of all our generous supporters. 

One of the things our clinic does is to provide dental care for people who are low income or have no insurance. We have been able to help people obtain needed dentures and have painful teeth extracted and even have dental devices replaced that have been damaged or lost due to some catastrophe. We have been able to help them at a cost possible for them to afford on a sliding fee schedule based upon their income. 

We have been able to go from treating only a few patients from two chairs to treating many patients with ten chairs. We can now treat patients in a modern facility instead of a large closet. We are able to provide instruction for dental health care so patients can prevent some dental problems and how to care for their teeth in the future to prevent oral disease. We can direct those interested in receiving training in dentistry so they can make this their career. We also offer volunteer opportunities for anyone interested in working to help families, young and old and even single who are low income and without insurance to receive needed dental health care treatment that will improve their overall health. And we can only do this through your generous donations. 
At this fund raising event you will learn of the multiple ways you can donate whether by donating specific amounts or by donating your funds to a specific need. (Here you can give details on this specific to your campaign)
You will learn what benefit you will receive from each donation amount and type. (Here you can give details on this specific to your campaign) 
And you will see examples of how your donation dollars go to work to help the people in our community. (Here you can give specifics to your campaign)
Your donations are the cornerstone of this outreach to our community. Since beginning we have expanded not only the services we offer but we have expanded the locations where we offer those services. We have been able to add paid staff in addition to our volunteer staff and we have been able to update the equipment we use and the procedures we are able to perform. 

We have only been able to make these strides though the generosity of our supporters. Each of you is an important piece to the puzzle of our mission. We could not be able to go forward without any one of you. We ask you tonight to consider what your contribution could be. How much or in what area would you like to donate? Then, we’d like to ask you to do one more thing. Think about who you might know that needs these services. Think about the difference that these services can make in their lives. 

Then, think about whether or not you give a little more than you had determined to give when you arrived tonight. Whatever your decision, whatever your gift, we thank you. We appreciate every gift that is given. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your generosity and desire to help others in your community. 

Enjoy your evening and thank you.

