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Jackson Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16420]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Ms. Felecia Jackson at the Homeless Veteran Stand Down sponsored by the CAVHCS.

[IF YOU WERE INTRODUCED:]  THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR THAT KIND INTRODUCTION, [NAME OF INTRODUCER].

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . .SERVICE PROVIDERS . . . AND MOST ESPECIALLY ALL THE BRAVE AND DEDICATED SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN WHO’RE WITH US TODAY:

I STAND HERE BEFORE YOU, AND I AM ASHAMED.

I’M ASHAMED THAT MY COUNTRY — THE GREATEST AND RICHEST AND MOST GENEROUS COUNTRY IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD — WOULD SEND IT’S YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OFF TO WAR AND THEN FORGET ABOUT THEM WHEN THEY RETURN.

I’M ASHAMED OF A VETERAN’S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM THAT, EVEN TODAY, REMAINS CRIPPLED BY CORROSION, RIDDLED BY RED TAPE, AND HOBBLED BY HIDDEN AGENDAS.

I’M ASHAMED OF A BUREAUCRACY THAT SEEMS INCAPABLE OF DELIVERING THE DEPTH AND BREADTH OF SERVICE OUR CHERISHED VETERANS DESERVE — OR WHEN IT DOES, TAKING MONTHS AND EVEN YEARS TO PROVIDE IT.

THERE ARE FEW AMERICANS ALIVE TODAY WHO DON’T KNOW AT LEAST ONE MILITARY VETERAN . . . OR WHO HAVEN’T PASSED AT LEAST ONE POOR AND HOMELESS SOLDIER BEGGING FOR FOOD ON THE STREETS. . . OR WHO HAVEN’T SEEN A MILLION MEDIA STORIES ABOUT THE FORTY THOUSAND HOMELESS VETERANS STUGGLING TO SURVIVE IN THE WEALTHIEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD.  AND SO I’M ALSO ASHAMED THAT WE, THE AMERICAN PUBLIC, HAVEN’T BEEN NEARLY AS FORCEFUL AS WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN IN DEMANDING THAT OUR GOVERNMENT TAKE BETTER CARE OF OUR VETERANS.
[bookmark: _GoBack]AND WHILE I’M NOT ASHAMED OF IT, I AM DEEPLY SADDENED BY THE FACT THAT ALL THE HELPING AGENCIES WHO’RE HERE FOR YOU TODAY CANNOT — BECAUSE WE SIMPLY LACK THE FUNDING — FULLY MEET ALL THE NEEDS WE ABSOLUTELY KNOW YOU HAVE.  I’M SORRY WE CAN’T DO MORE.

BUT WE CAN AT LEAST DO SOMETHING, AND THAT’S EXACTLY WHY WE’RE ALL HERE TODAY:  TO PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL THE HOMELESS VETERANS IN OUR COMMUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT, AND THEN GET HELP FROM, THE [NO.] FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL AGENCIES WHO’VE PARTNERED TOGETHER WITH THE CENTRAL ALABAMA VETERANS HEALTH CARE SYSTEM TO SPONSOR THIS EVENT.

NOW, I’M PRETTY SURE MOST OF YOU DON’T KNOW MUCH ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU TODAY.  YOU’VE PROBABLY NEVER EVEN HEARD OF MOST OF ‘EM.  BUT EVERY ONE OF THE SERVICE PROVIDERS YOU’LL MEET OVER THE NEXT TWO DAYS HAVE ONE GOAL IN COMMON, AND THAT IS TO GET YOU INTO SOME DECENT LIVING QUARTERS, GET YOU OFF THE STREETS, AND — HOPEFULLY — HELP YOU GET YOUR LIFE GOING IN A BETTER DIRECTION.

[NAME OF AGENCY], FOR EXAMPLE, IS HERE TO PROVIDE A BATTERY OF DIFFERENT HEALTH SCREENING TESTS FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. [ELABORATE ON SOME OR ALL OF THE SERVICE AGENCIES (ETC.) AND THE SERVICE(S) THEY’LL BE PROVIDING.] WE’VE ALSO GOT FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT, AND A BUNCH OF GIVE-AWAYS.  BUT NONE OF THIS IS THE REAL PURPOSE OF THIS EVENT.

THE REAL PURPOSE OF THIS EVENT IS, FIRST, TO MAKE SURE YOU ALL KNOW ABOUT — AND KNOW HOW TO ACCESS — ALL THE HELPING HANDS THAT’RE ACTUALLY OUT THERE FOR YOU RIGHT NOW.  AND OUR SECOND PURPOSE IS TO URGE YOU . . . TO BEG YOU . . .TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE SERVICES!


BECAUSE YOU’VE GOT TO DO YOUR PART.  YOU MUST BE WILLING TO LET OTHERS HELP YOU.  YOU MUST NOT BE ASHAMED OF YOUR NEED.  YOU MUST NOT BE ASHAMED OF THE FAILURES IN YOUR LIFE.  YOU MUST KNOW THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE OUT HERE WHO ARE DEDICATED TO HELPING YOU OVERCOME THOSE FAILURES.  WE ARE NONE OF US SAINTS.  WE ARE ALL HUMAN, AND SO WE ALL FAIL.  THERE IS NO SHAME IN FAILURE.  THE ONLY SHAME IS LETTING FAILURE DEFEAT YOU, LETTING IT TURN YOUR LIFE INTO NOTHING MORE THAN A LIVING DEATH.

YOUR LIFE IS A VALUABLE LIFE; IT WANTS AND DESERVES TO PROSPER.  I PRAY THAT YOUR PARTICIPATION HERE TODAY WILL PROVE TO BE YOUR FIRST STEP TOWARD THAT PROSPERITY.

THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS YOU!

[IF APPROPRIATE:  INTRODUCE NEXT PRESENTER/SEGMENT.]
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