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Karimzada Speech/Rev. [EZ Speech No. 16080]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Ms. Mena Karimzada on the occasion of her brother, Moham-mad’s, graduation from the UCLA Medical School.

WELL . . . COULD I POSSIBLY BE PROUDER OF MY BROTHER, MOHAMMAD, AT THIS MOMENT IF HE WERE MY OWN SON — WHICH IN A WAY HE IS.  BEING 10 YEARS OLDER THAN HE, AND RAISED IN A HOME [CHARACTERIZE YOUR HOME LIFE AS YOU WERE GROWING UP], OUR RELATIONSHIP HAS ALWAYS BEEN A KIND OF PSYCHOLOGICAL HYBRID BETWEEN BROTHER AND MOTHER.  I SUSPECT IT’S NOT UNUSUAL FOR BIG SISTERS TO FILL IN SOMETIMES AS “LITTLE MOTHERS” IN THE HOME; BUT THAT’S HOW IT WAS WITH US, AND THAT’S HOW I THINK BOTH MOHAMMAD AND I FEEL ABOUT OUR RELATIONSHIP, EVEN STILL TODAY.

NOW, I’M SURE THAT EACH ONE OF YOU HERE IS FAMILIAR WITH AT LEAST SOME OF MY BROTHER’S IMPRESSIVE ACCOMPLISH-MENTS.  IT WOULD BORE YOU AND EMBARRASS HIM IF I WERE TO TAKE THE TIME TO LIST THEM ALL, SO I WON’T MENTION THAT HE GRADUATED TOP OF HIS UNDERGRADUATE CLASS AT UC DAVIS . . . THAT HE GRADUATED WITH HONORS FROM UCLA’S MED SCHOOL . . . THAT HE SCORED IN THE TOP 10 PERCENTILE ON HIS STATE BOARDS . . .OR THAT HIS MED SCHOOL TEACHERS FELT THAT HIS SURGEON’S HANDS WERE AS TALENTED AS ANY THEY’D EVER SEEN.  IF YOU’D LIKE THE FULL LIST OF MOHAMMAD’S HONORS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND ACHIEVEMENTS, I URGE YOU TO DIAL UP THE WEBSITE, “DUB-DUB-DOUBLE-U DOT MOHAMMAD KARIMZADA SUPER SURGEON DOT COM.”

BUT ALL OF MOHAMMAD’S IMPRESSIVE ACHIEVEMENTS PILED TOGETHER PALE IN COMPARISON TO THE MAN HE’S BECOME.  MY LITTLE BROTHER MOHAMMAD IS A BEAUTIFUL PERSON.  HE IS IN FACT A GENIUS, BUT HE’S ALSO VERY HUMBLE, SELF-EFFACING, AND OPEN.  HE LOVES TRULY AND SEES IN EVERYONE HE MEETS THE FACE OF GOD.  AND HE TREATS EVERYONE HE MEETS — MAN, WOMAN OR CHILD — WITH DIGNITY, RESPECT, AND ATTENTION.


MOHAMMAD’S ALSO GOT A SLY SENSE OF HUMOR, AS YOU’LL GATHER FROM THIS LITTLE STORY:

IT WAS MY [NO.]TH BIRTHDAY BACK IN AUGUST OF 2015, AND AS I ALWAYS DID ON HIS BIRTHDAYS, I WAS EXPECTING A PHONE CALL FROM MOHAMMAD FIRST THING IN THE MORNING.  DIDN’T HAPPEN.  I’M A LITTLE ANGRY.  NOON COMES AROUND, AND STILL NO CALL.  NOW I’M NOT ONLY ANGRIER, BUT GETTING A TAD WORRIED.  BY THE TIME FIVE IN THE AFTERNOON ROLLS AROUND WITH STILL NO CALL FROM MY BROTHER, THE WORRYING PART WAS CATCHING UP WITH THE ANGRY PART, AND MY “MOTHER” SIDE WAS ARGUING WITH MY BROTHER SIDE ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT TO PICK UP THE PHONE AND CALL MOHAMMAD MYSELF.  THIS INTERNAL WARFARE WAS ABOUT TO BE CONCLUDED IN FAVOR OF THE MOTHER SIDE WHEN, AT 11:30 P.M. MOHAMMAD FINALLY CALLED.

 “MOHAMMAD,” I SAID, WITH GREAT RELIEF MIXED WITH JUST A LITTLE LINGERING ANGER IN MY VOICE, “WHAT TOOK YOU SO LONG TO CALL?  DON’T I ALWAYS CALL YOU FIRST THING IN THE MORNING ON YOUR BIRTHDAYS?”

“YES, MENA,” HE SAID WITH AN AUDIBLE TWINKLE IN HIS EYE, “BUT IT’S CALLED A BIRTH-DAY, A DAY HAS 24 HOURS; SO I’VE ACTU-ALLY GOT ABOUT 30 MINUTES LEFT BEFORE I’D MISS THE DATE!”  I DIDN’T KNOW WHETHER TO LAUGH OR CRY.

[IF YOU’D LIKE, INSERT ANOTHER PERSONAL STORY HERE IN YOUR OWN WORDS.]

NOW IF YOU ALL WOULDN’T MIND, I’D LIKE TO FINISH MY REMARKS WITH A LITTLE PRAYER FOR MY LITTLE BROTHER:

[bookmark: _GoBack]MOHAMMAD, MAY YOU LIVE A LONG AND PROSPEROUS LIFE IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS.  THE WONDERFUL SKILLS AND DEEP COMPASSION THAT GOD HAS BLESSED YOU WITH WILL SERVE YOU WELL.  I PRAY THAT YOU REMEMBER ALWAYS WHERE YOU CAME FROM AND THAT, FOR AS LONG AS THERE IS BREATH IN OUR LUNGS, YOUR FAMILY WILL LOVE AND CHERISH AND SUPPORT YOU IN ALL THINGS AND IN ALL WAYS.  GO FORTH, MY DEAR BROTHER, AND WIN SOME BATTLES FOR MANKIND.

THANK YOU.


#  #  #
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