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Ladies and Gentlemen,

The New York and New Jersey Port Authority joined together in 1921 to serve the needs of both communities with bridges, tunnels and air transportation. The Port Authority Police began in 1928 to help ensure the safety of our population and to nurture residents as they traveled back and forth through our port transportation systems. 

As our transportation systems grew so did opportunities for business to grow with it and just look at how business has grown. There are all types of businesses that offer goods and services not only to the community but to those who travel through our ports. And the opportunities are growing for business both large and small.

As any community grows there are challenges as well as opportunities. Crime attempts to encroach upon areas of new growth. But the Port Authority Police has grown with the community and met those challenges in order to keep our ports safe for every individual and every business in the Port Authority area. We have met those challenges with both valor and leadership.

Valor can be defined as the strength of mind or spirit that enables a person to encounter danger with firmness and personal bravery (dictionary). Leadership means to show others the way in good times and bad by example as well as by authority (mine).

The men and women of the Port Authority have met those qualifications without exception. Whether it is the day to day law enforcement of our ports or the major events such as 9/11 or a plane crash in the Hudson River, our officers have met the challenges with valor. 

They have learned their jobs and done them with unprecedented excellence, proving their strength of mind and spirit in the face of any danger. They have also proven their leadership by setting an example for their peers and for new members as our workforce has grown to meet the needs of the community.

Our responsibility as leaders has included law enforcement, investigation, fire fighting, emergency response as well as general operations. I have personally worked to elevate efficiency and to enhance goal accomplishment to secure the largest infrastructure in the state of New Jersey. In addition I work in the Counter Terrorism unit and am the Southern Zone Commander. 
In these positions I work to create a safe environment for the area. With this being a commercial zone that means that from the top down the Port Authority works to improve the performance of our officers so that we can ensure the safety of the area for both visitors and local businesses. 

The officers of the Port Authority recognize the unique challenges of a joined Port Authority with multiple access points and multiple travel means. We also understand the importance of diligence in training and experience in keeping our Port Authority safe and secure by investigating any and all reports of disturbances and apprehending all violators. We also place vital importance upon the cooperation between the internal and external resources and coordinating efforts to investigate and enforce laws for the safety of local businesses. 

The Port Authority wants to make sure that past, present and future businesses know that safety and security of our port areas are our goal. We want to encourage businesses to operate in our area and to bid for contracts and know that our officers will exercise valor and leadership in the face of any circumstance to protect the citizens and businesses of the Port Authority. 

Tonight we pledge our continued work toward that end with planned improvement to be ready for any circumstance that we meet. 

Thank you for your time and attention.

