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Remarks by Mr. John Koster on the occasion of his wife, Cara’s, 40th birth--day.

IT WAS JULY 4, 1939, WHEN THE FAMOUS BASEBALL PLAYER, LOU GEHRIG — DYING FROM THE DISEASE THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY BEAR HIS NAME — STOOD BEFORE A PACKED YANKEE STADIUM CROWD AND DELIVERED ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE SPEECHES IN THE ANNALS OF SPORT.  REFERRING TO THE INEVITABLE END AWAITING HIM, GEHRIG SAID, “TODAY, I CONSIDER MYSELF THE LUCKIEST MAN IN THE WORLD.”

WELL . . . WITH SINCEREST APOLOGIES TO THE “IRON HORSE,” I MUST TELL YOU, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THAT TODAY, I AM THE LUCKIEST MAN IN THE WORLD, BECAUSE 15 YEARS AGO, THE MOST WONDERFUL AND BEAUTIFUL AND BEGUILING CARA [MAIDEN NAME] AGREED FOR SOME INEXPLICABLE REASON TO BECOME MY WIFE.  [SHOW PICTURE #1 FROM MONTAGE] HERE WE ARE ON THAT FATEFUL DAY.  I DON’T KNOW WHAT CARA WAS THINKING AT THAT PRECISE MOMENT, BUT I DEFINITELY REMEM-BER WHAT I WAS THINKING, AND THAT WAS:  “CAN YOU BELIEVE IT, JOHN-O:  THIS WOMAN ACTUALLY SAID YES!”  AND NOW, SOME 15 YEARS, THREE BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN, [NO.] HOMES AND [NO.] CARS LATER, HERE WE ARE CELEBRATING MY LOVELY BRIDE’S 40TH BIRTHDAY.  CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?!?  YES . . . THE BIG “FOUR-OH” — [TO CARA, FACETIOUSLY] AREN’T YOU JUST THRILLED, DARLING?  OH, I JUST KNOW YOU ARE!  [BACK TO THE AUDIENCE] ACTUALLY, I DON’T THINK “THRILLED” IS EXACTLY THE RIGHT WORD FOR IT.  IN FACT, I THINK SHE’S FIGHTING IT A LITTLE, BECAUSE SHE KEEPS REPEATING TO ME AGAIN AND AGAIN THAT “FORTY’S THE NEW THIRTY; FORTY’S THE NEW THIRTY.”  WELL, MY DARLING DEAR, I’M AFRAID THAT — DENY THEM ALL YOU WANT — BUT THE SIGNS ARE ALL THERE, AND THEY’RE UNMISTAKABLE.  I ASKED SOME OF MY FRIENDS AT THE OLD DAVE LETTERMAN TV SHOW TO GIVE ME A LIST OF THE “TOP TEN SIGNS THAT YOU’VE TURNED 40”, AND HERE’S WHAT THEY SENT ME:


NUMBER TEN:  ON YOUR BIRTHDAY, YOU RECEIVED YOUR FIRST NOSE-HAIR TRIMMER.

NUMBER NINE:  YOU’RE STARTING TO LOOK LIKE THE PHOTO ON YOUR DRIVER’ LICENSE.

NUMBER EIGHT:  YOU’RE STARTING TO LOOK LIKE THE PHOTO ON YOUR MOTHER’S DRIVER’S LICENSE.

NUMBER SEVEN:  YOUR CHILDREN SUDDENLY DISCOVER THAT THEIR MOTHER IS SUFFERING FROM A SEVERE, UNDIAGNOSED CLUE-DEFICIT DISORDER — AS IN:  “HASN’T GOT A CLUE!”

NUMBER SIX:  BEFORE CROSSING A ROOM, YOU LOOK BOTH WAYS.

NUMBER FIVE:  YOUR IDEA OF WEIGHT-LIFTING IS STANDING UP.

NUMBER FOUR:  YOU REALIZE THAT YOU’RE NOW BUILT A LOT MORE FOR COMFORT THAN FOR SPEED.

NUMBER THREE:  YOU SING ALONG WITH ELEVATOR MUSIC.

NUMBER TWO:  IT TAKES YOU LONGER TO REST THAN IT DID TO GET TIRED.

AND THE NUMBER ONE SIGN THAT YOU’VE TURNED 40:  WHEN YOU GET TWO INVITATIONS TO GO OUT ON THE SAME NIGHT, YOU IM-MEDIATELY PICK THE ONE THAT GETS YOU HOME THE EARLIEST.

BUT SERIOUSLY, CARA . . . YOU’RE MORE GORGEOUS TODAY AT 40 THAN YOU WERE THAT DAY I MET YOU 17 YEARS AGO.  AND AFTER 15 YEARS OF MARRIAGE, I CAN HONESTLY SAY THAT I LOVE YOU MORE NOW THAN I DID THE DAY WE WED.  YOU’RE A WONDERFUL WIFE AND MOTHER, AND A TERRIFIC ROLE MODEL FOR OUR KIDS.  YOU’RE THE MOST CARING AND LOVING AND SENSITIVE PERSON I’VE EVER KNOWN.  AND I ESPECIALLY ADMIRE HOW, IN ADDITION TO RUNNING A BUSTLING AND RAMBUNCTIOUS HOUSEHOLD OF FIVE, YOU’VE STILL MANAGED TO CONTINUE YOUR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION IN NUTRITION AND DIETETICS THROUGH YOUR ON-GOING STUDY . . .[FLASH MONTAGE PIX NO. 13-17, AND 27-28 @ 1 FRAME/SEC.] . . . OF “THE BEHAVIORAL EFFECTS OF BEER AND WINE CONSUMED BY VARIOUS METHODS OF INGESTION.”  I ASSUME YOU’LL BE PUBLISHING SOON . . . ?

VICTOR HUGO ONCE OBSERVED THAT “FORTY IS THE OLD AGE OF YOUTH; FIFTY IS THE YOUTH OF OLD AGE.”  I GUESS THAT, IN THE END, WHAT THIS BIRTHDAY REPRESENTS FOR YOU, ONLY YOU CAN DECIDE.  BUT I CAN TELL YOU THIS, MY LOVE:  YOU’VE GOT TONS OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS HERE WITH YOU TONIGHT WISHING YOU THE VERY HAPPIEST OF HAPPY BIRTHDAYS, AND GOD’S SPEED ON WHATEVER COURSE YOU CHOOSE.





BUT PLEASE, I BEG YOU, CARA MIA:  TAKE ME ALONG FOR THE RIDE!  I LOVE YOU, DARLING!  HAPPY BIRTHDAY!


#  #  #

Remaks by M. John Kosta o he ccasion of s e, Cara', 40" it
day.

TWAS JULY 4, 1920, WHEN THE FAMOUS BASEBALL PLAYER, LOU
(GEHRIG — DYING FROM THE DISEASE THAT WOLLD EVENTUALLY
BEAR HIS NAME — STOOD BEFORE A PACKED YANKEE STADIUM
(CROWD AND DELIVERED ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE.
SPEECHES IN THE ANNALS OF SPORT. REFERRING TO THE
INEVITABLE END AWATTING HIML GEHRIG SAD, “TODAY. 1

(CONSIDER MYSELF THE LUCKIEST MAN IN THE WORLD."

WELL_WITH SINCEREST APOLOGIES TO THE “RON HORSE
MUST TELL YOU, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THAT TODAY, 40 THE
LUCKIEST MAN IN THE WORLD, BECAUSE 15 YEARS AGO, THE
MOST WONDERFUL AND BEALTIFUL AND BEGUILING CARA
MAIDEN NANME] AGREED FOR SOME INEXPLICABLE REASON T0
BECOME My WIFE. (SHOW PICTURE #1 FROMMONTAGE| HERE WE
ARE ON THAT FATEFUL DAY. | DON'T KNOW WHAT CARAWAS
THINKING AT THAT PRECISE OMENT. BUT | DEFINITELY RENEN-




