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Larema Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16296]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Momo Larema at the first annual meeting of the Buduburam Refugees Association concerning the plight of Liberians now living in the Buduburam Refugee Camp in Ghana.


[IF YOU WERE INTRODUCED]  THANK YOU, [NAME OF INTRODUCER] FOR THAT WONDERFUL INTRODUCTION; I FEEL ENORMOUSLY BLESSED TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, FELLOW LIBERIAN-AMERICANS, AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS . . . I STAND HERE THIS EVENING WITH BUT A SINGLE PURPOSE IN MIND.  THAT PURPOSE IS TO REMIND YOU OF THE DESPERATE PLIGHT OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS STILL STRANDED IN THE BUDUBURAM REFUGEE CAMP IN GHANA, AND TO URGE YOU — WITH ALL MY HEART AND ALL MY MIGHT — TO CONSIDER HOW WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP THEM.

THESE LOST SOULS NEED A HOME.  MOST OF THEM WOULD PREFER THAT HOME TO BE IN LIBERIA.  BUT THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT’S ABILITY TO HOUSE THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF POOR, UNEDUCATED, AND LARGELY UNEMPLOYABLE REFUGEES IS VERY, VERY LIMITED.  REPATRIATING THEM . . . RESETTLING THEM . . . AND ULTIMATELY REINTEGRATING THEM INTO LIBERIAN SOCIETY WILL TAKE A LOT OF RESOURCES — RESOURCES WHICH, AS I’VE SAID, THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT IS EITHER NOT INCLINED OR IS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE.

I, LIKE MOST [OF YOU], HAVE LIVED AS A REFUGEE.  I, LIKE [MOST OF] YOU, HAVE GONE HUNGRY MANY TIMES IN MY LIFE.  AND I, LIKE [MOST OF YOU], HAVE ESCAPED THE POVERTY AND THE SQUALER AND THE DEPRIVATION OF THE CAMPS.  BUT MANY OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS COULD NOT.  INDEED, AS I SPEAK TO YOU THIS EVENING, THERE ARE AN ESTIMATED [NO.] LIBERIANS STILL LIVING IN BUDUBURAM, EVEN THOUGH THAT CAMP’S OFFICIALLY BEEN CLOSED AND PRETTY MUCH NEGLECTED FOR THE LAST [NO.] YEARS.

THESE PEOPLE ARE “US,” LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.  THEY’RE OUR KIN, OUR AUNTS AND OUR UNCLES, OUR COUSINS, NEICES AND NEPHEWS.  AND THEY NEED OUR HELP — DESPERATELY.
THEREFORE, YOU AND I ARE THE BLESSED ONES NOW, FOR GOD HAS PRESENTED US WITH THE MOST SACRED OF TASKS, NAMELY, TO BE OF SERVICE TO OUR FELLOW MAN.  SO TONIGHT I IMPLORE YOU TO LOOK INSIDE YOURSELVES, EXPLORE ALL THE DIMEN-SIONS OF YOUR IMAGINATION, AND FIGURE HOW YOU, PERSON-ALLY, CAN HELP ERASE THAT SMUDGE ON THE MAP CALLED BUDUBURAM.  AND PLEASE BE CREATIVE!

CAN YOU SPARE SOME ACTUAL CASH?  YOU CAN SEND ALL MONETARY DONATIONS TO [PROVIDE NAME AND ADDRESS].

IF YOU’RE IN THE MEDICAL FIELD AND CAN GET YOUR HANDS ON SOME SURPLUS OR DONATED MEDICAL SUPPLIES, PLEASE CONTACT [NAME] AT [TITLE, CONTACT INFO] TO FIND OUT HOW AND WHERE THESE DONATIONS SHOULD BE SENT.  A CASH DONATION TO DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS WOULD ALSO BE A GREAT IDEA, FOR AS YOU KNOW, THIS WONDERFUL ORGANIZA-TION HAS WORKED EXTENSIVELY IN BOTH LIBERIA AND GHANA FOR MANY YEARS.  AND INCIDENTALLY, I WONDER IF ANY OF YOU MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS OUT THERE HAVE EVER CONSIDERED DONATING A WEEK OR A MONTH OR A YEAR OF YOUR TIME AND TALENTS TO WITH DWB?

DO YOU KNOW A LIBRARIAN OR A BOOK PUBLISHER OR THE OWNER OF A BOOKSTORE?  HAVE THEM GATHER UP AS MANY BOOKS AS THEY CAN — WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS ON SHOOLBOOKS — AND THEN SEND ‘EM ON OVER TO THE CAMP.  YOU CAN CONTACT [ETC.] FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO SEND BOOKS AND OTHER EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS TO BUDUBURAM.

ARE MONEY, MEDICINE, OR BOOKS NOT YOUR THING?  WELL THEN, CAN YOU AT LEAST WRITE SOME LETTERS?  WRITE A LETTER TO YOUR REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS.  WRITE TO THE DRUG COMPANIES.  WRITE TO THE FORTUNE 500s.  TELL THEM OF THE PLIGHT OF THESE NEGLECTED SOULS OF BUDUBU-RAM AND WHAT WE’RE TRYING TO DO AS AN ORGANIZATION TO LIFT THEM UP.

DO YOU LIVE IN A LARGELY LIBERIAN NEIGHBORHOOD?  ORGANIZE A FUND-RAISER ONCE OR TWICE A YEAR — AN OUTDOOR BARBEQUE OR A PICNIC, A “MILLIONAIRES” NIGHT AT YOUR CLUB, A MARATHON, A THEATRICAL EVENT — WHATEVER YOU CAN THINK OF.  AS I AM IMPLORING YOU HERE TONIGHT, IMPLORE YOUR NEIGHBORS TO REMEMBER WHERE THEY CAME FROM AND TO BE GLAD FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE BACK TO THE LAND OF OUR BIRTH.

NEEDLESS TO SAY, I THINK THIS IS SACRED WORK, FOR AS CHRIST SAYS IN MATHEW 25:40:  “TRULY I TELL YOU, WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTH-ERS AND SISTERS OF MINE, YOU DID FOR ME.”  

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR LISTENING.
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