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Good Morning Brothers and Sisters

I want to welcome our Bishop, Vice Bishop, and Officers as well as our Lay Members to our annual Deacon’s Fellowship Service.

As ministers and deacons we all find ourselves in the position of mentoring younger people as they learn how to minister. (Story found on Helium.com ) I heard a story about a veteran preacher who mentored young preachers. One Sunday he took a new preacher to a little country church for services. It was summer and the church had no air-conditioning so all of the doors and windows were open.

Well everything was going fine and the young preacher was doing well until in walked a skunk. The skunk paraded right down the aisle towards the pulpit. The young preacher noticed the skunk. He cautiously looked around the church for reactions from the congregants. To his surprise no one else seemed to even notice the skunk. Uneasily the preacher decided to ignore the skunk and keep preaching.

Well the skunk kept on moving toward the front of the church. This plan seemed to be working until the skunk reached the platform and headed for the pulpit. Now the young preacher was really nervous. He scanned the audience for some sort of reaction. Surely someone in the congregation had noticed by this time. The audience appeared attentive but yet oblivious to the dilemma of the young preacher. The skunk moved closer to the preacher. Finally, the time for action had arrived and the preacher decided he had to do something immediately. He vaulted over the pulpit and ran out the back door.

Once outside he took a few minutes to catch his breath as he waited for others to follow. Several minutes passed and no one else followed. He decided to check out the situation. Cautiously he approached the door and peaked inside. What he saw amazed him, the congregation was still seated inside as if nothing had happened.

A few minutes later one of the deacons walked out of the church holding the skunk. By this time the young preacher was extremely nervous and very confused. The deacon looked at the preacher and said: "I guess no one told you about the neighbor's pet skunk." I trust we don’t have to worry about a neighbor’s skunk or any other skunk entering our meeting today. 


I am honored to speak to our assembly this year. The office of deacon carries great responsibility. It was first instituted by the New Testament church in Acts 6:1-3. 
“And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.”

The original duties of a deacon were to serve tables. The Grecians murmured against the Hebrews regarding the daily ministry to their widows. We remember that because of great persecution at the time the Church of Acts had decided to voluntarily share all things in common in Act 4:32-34.
“And the multitude of those that believed were of one heart and of one soul; neither said any of them that any of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things in common.”

 It was in this atmosphere that the complaint was made.


The twelve apostles called all the disciples together to say that it wasn’t right for them as leaders to leave the Word of God to serve tables. They instructed the disciples to find the first group of seven men with specific qualifications to fulfill these duties. These men were not simply table waiters as the world sees them. In the world table waiters are low on the totem pole. They are low paid, over worked and under appreciated. 


Not so in the work of the Lord. The qualifications of a deacon in Acts 6:3 states that they must be of honest report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. 
“Wherefore, brethren, look among you for seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.”

These men were being entrusted with the ministry to the body of Christ. Widows were revered and cared for in that culture, not ignored and left to fend for themselves like in so many cultures today. But, they also served the whole body of Christ in daily ministering. One of the first deacons to fill this office was Stephen who was later martyred for preaching the gospel in Acts 7:54-60. 

“When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And cast him out of the city, and stoned him; and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul. And they toned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”


As deacons we are given the responsibility and the privilege of ministering directly to members of our churches. Whether we are waiting tables, planning events or fulfilling any number of duties we are charged with caring for our members. This provides service not only to our members but also service to our leaders.


In Luke 7:8 we read about the centurion who asked Jesus to heal his servant but he told Jesus he wasn’t worthy for him to enter his home. 
“Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself; for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof. Wherefore, neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee; but say in a word, and my servant, shall be healed. For I also am a man with authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go; and he goeth: and to another, Come; and he cometh: and to my servants, Do this and he doeth it.” 

He said he was both in authority and under authority so he trusted that what Jesus said he would do would happen. Jesus lauded this man and said he had not seen such faith in all Israel. This man understood authority and recognized it in Jesus. His faith was not so much in the deity of the Christ but in genuine authority in action. He knew he could trust that what Jesus promised he could accomplish. 


As deacons we are in a similar position as this centurion. We are under the authority of our Bishop and other leaders. But we are also in authority over others in order to carry out our responsibilities. In this position we must obey those who rule over us as we are taught in Hebrews 13:17 and to submit ourselves to them because they have to answer to God for their service to him. By doing, so they can carry out their ministry with joy and not grief. 

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief; for that is unprofitable for you.”

We will each earn respect by giving respect to worthy pastors and leaders as well as due service to our members. People pay more attention to what we do than what we say so when we speak from the word of God our actions must match our words. We can also recognize our leaders by their fruit just as the early church could see the fruit of righteousness in his life and so followed him. The ministry that we do as deacons is important to the church and the assembly so that we can survive and serve our purpose.


Our goal needs to be to develop cohesiveness and dedication among all Christians regardless of our denomination or location. As it says in mark 9:40 (38-41), “For he that is not against us is for us. Our duty is to point people to Christ and we do that by leading the way in our daily life as well as our formal ministry.


We also want to grow our body of believers, not only in quantity but in spiritual growth. We will accomplish this in part by strict adherence to our bylaws and constitution. Once again, we need to trust and follow our leaders. As the Apostle Paul said that believers should follow him as he followed Christ, so are we to follow our leaders as they follow Christ. 


Thank you. (You could lead a prayer here if this is your custom).

