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Locker Speech  [No. 15998]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Kevin Locker on the occasion of his son, Steven’s, wed-ding to Janice [last name].

[AFTER “CLANGING” THE ASSEMBLED GUESTS TO ATTENTION] WELL, THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH FOR BEING HERE WITH US TO SHARE THE JOY OF STEVEN AND JANICE’S WEDDING.  I’M SO GRATEUL TO ALL OF YOU FOR JOINING US AT THIS HAPPY EVENT — ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO’VE HAD TO TRAVEL A BIT TO BE HERE.  YOU KNOW, WE’VE CONTINGENTS HERE FROM AUSTRALIA, BRIT-ISH COLUMBIA, CALIFORNIA, SEATLE, AND MINNESOTA — A COUPLE MORE COUNTRIES AND WE’D HAVE THE WHOLE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY RIGHT HERE IN [NAME OF HALLL]!

I’D LIKE TO GIVE VERY SPECIAL THANKS AND WELCOME TO RUDY AND VICKY [LAST NAME], FOR HELPING US CELEBRATE OUR CHILDREN’S NUPTUALS TOGETHER.  [TO JANICE’S PAR-ENTS].  I’M SURE YOU’RE BOTH AS PROUD OF YOUR “GROW-ED-UP” LITTLE GIRL AS CAROL AND I ARE OF OUR ONE-TIME BLACK -BELT SON.  JANICE IS EVERY BIT AS BEAUTIFUL ON THE INSIDE AS SHE IS ON THE OUTSIDE.  YOU’VE RAISED A WONDERFUL DAUGHTER, RUDY AND VICKY, AND I’M SO VERY GLAD THAT SHE’S NOW BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY, AS WELL.

I’VE BEEN TOLD THAT THE BRIDAL SHOWER THAT [FULL NAME], JANICE’S MAID OF HONOR, ARRANGED WENT OFF BEAUTIFULLY AND WITHOUT A HITCH.  THANKS, [FIRST NAME] FOR ALL YOUR TREMENDOUS WORK AND EFFORT.  SO AS OUR TWO FAMILIES HAVE NOW BECOME UNITED, I OFFER THIS TOAST TO THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE LOCKER CLAN, [RAISE A GLASS TO JANICE]:  TO JANICE!  LET OUR FAMILY’S LOVE ENFOLD YOU; MAY YOU COUNT ON IT FOREVER AND BE COMFORTED IN IT.

NOW I MUST SAY, THAT JANICE’S SERIOUSNESS, COMPAS-SION, GOOD HUMOR, AND OPEN-MINDEDNESS ARE ALL TRAITS THAT SHE SHARES WITH JEFF.  BUT THEY’LL TELL YOU THEMSELVES THAT — DESPITE THEIR MANY AFFINITIES — THEY’RE ALMOST POLAR OPPOSITES IN OTHER RESPECTS.

STEVEN, FOR EXAMPLE, IS A PROSCRATINATOR.  TO HIM, DEADLINES ARE HIS FRIENDS.  GIVE HIM THREE HOURS TO COMPLETE A FOUR-HOUR JOB, AND HE’LL BE ON IT LIKE A FLASH — AND FINISH IT WITH A COUPLE OF MINUTES TO SPARE!  JANICE ISN’T NEARLY AS ENAMORED OF DEADLINES AS STEVEN IS, AND SHE DOESN’T SEEM TO REQUIRE THE PRESSURE OF IMPENDING DOOM TO DO HER BEST WORK.

STEVEN IS WORRYWART, AND LIKE ALL MEN OF HIS BREED, HE SPENDS WAY TOO MUCH TIME FRETTING ABOUT THINGS HE CAN’T CHANGE.  EVEN AT THE AGE OF 43, MY DEAR SON HAS NOT YET GRASPED THE TRUTH OF WHAT MARK TWAIN ONCE SAID, NAMELY THAT “WORRYING IS PAYING INTEREST ON A DEBT YOU MIGHT NOT EVEN OWE.”

JANICE, ON THE OTHER HAND, DOESN’T FRET ABOUT SUCH THINGS.  AND IF AND WHEN A DEBT OF ANY KIND COMES DUE, SHE PAYS IT OFF RIGHT NOW AND THEN MOVES ON.  [TO STEVEN] THERE’S A LES-SON IN THAT FOR YOU, MY BOY!
STEVEN IS A BIT OF INTROVERT.  JANICE IS MORE OUTGOING — ONE MIGHT SAY EVEN SAY “BUBBLY.”

STEVEN’S PRETTY MILD-MANNERED AND CALM — EXCEPT, OF COURSE, WHEN HE’S IN WORRYING MODE.  IN CONTRAST, JANICE CAN AT TIMES BE A LITTLE MORE “IN YOUR FACE” ABOUT THINGS, BUT IN A VERY PLEASANT WAY, I ASSURE YOU!

NOW, I MUST TELL YOU THAT I KNOW FOR A FACT THE MARRI-AGE BETWEEN STEVEN AND JANICE WAS NOT MADE IN HEAVEN.

IT WAS MADE ON THE INTERNET — OR AT LEAST IT BEGAN ON THE INTERNET THRU [NAME OF DATING SITE].  BUT HOWEVER IT STARTED, THIS MARRIAGE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY DESIGNED IN HEAVEN!  FOR I DON’T THINK I’VE EVER KNOWN TWO PEOPLE SO PERFECTLY MADE FOR EACH OTHER AS STEVEN AND JANICE ARE.

AND HOW’S THIS FOR A PIECE OF WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL AN “INTELLIGENT COINCIDENCE”:  WHEN WE MET JANICE FOR THE FIRST TIME SIX YEARS AGO, WE LEARNED TO OUR HUGE AMAZEMENT AND SURPRISE THAT SHE WAS IN FACT THE DAUGHTER OF OUR GOOD FRIENDS, RUDY AND VICKY [LAST NAME], WHOM WE’D KNOWN FOR YEARS BUT WITH WHOM WE’D NOT BE IN TOUCH FOR A WHILE.  WELL, HULLOOO . . . 

[TO JEFF AND ROMY]  ONE DAY, MY DEAR CHILDREN — AND YES, YOU’RE STILL OUR CHILDREN! — YOU SHALL BECOME PARENTS.  AND YOUR CHILDREN WILL GROW UP ALL TOO QUICKLY.  AND BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, YOU’LL BE STANDING AT A TABLE ON A DIAS LIKE THIS ONE, TOASTING YOUR SON OR YOUR DAUGHTER’S NUPTIALS.  THEN AND ONLY THEN WILL YOU BE ABLE TRULY TO APPRECIATE THE JOY, THE GRATITUDE, AND THE LOVE THAT’S FLOWING THROUGH YOUR PARENTS’ VEINS RIGHT NOW.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
[TO THE AUDIENCE]:  WON’T YOU JOIN ME IN THIS TOAST:  [RAISING A GLASS TOWARD THE BRIDE AND GROOM]  “JEFF AND ROMY:  MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSEHOLD MULTIPLY AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES FOREVER BLUE.  MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.
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