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Luke Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16561]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Leon Luke at the 70th wedding anniversary of his parents.

WHAT CAN YOU SAY ABOUT A MARRIAGE BETWEEN TWO LOVERS THAT BEGAN IN THE MIDST OF A WORLD WAR, IN A COUNTRY RAVAGED BY A FOREIGN INVADER, AT A TIME WHEN IT WAS NOT AT ALL CLEAR, FROM DAY TO DAY, IF THERE’D BE FOOD ON THE FAMILY TABLE, AND THAT ENDURED THROUGH A SEPARATION OF MORE THAN TEN YEARS, WHEN THE ONLY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THEM WAS A FEW SPORATIC LETTERS, AND LATER ON, A COUPLE OF TRANSOCEANIC PHONE CALL?

THAT IS THE STORY OF MY AMAZING PARENTS, DON AND TING GEE LUKE, AND EVEN TODAY, AS I THINK ABOUT THEIR INCREDIBLE STORY, IT’S STILL HARD TO BELIEVE HOW —  EVEN THROUGH SUCH HARDSHIP AND SEPARATION — THEIR MARRIAGE AND THEIR COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER ENDURED.


IN 1953 DAD WAS FINALLY GIVEN PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE FROM CHINA, BUT MOM AND HER THREE CHILDREN — OWEN, LOY, AND NANCY — WERE NOT ALLOWED TO ACCOMPANY HIM.  DAD SAID THAT, IN THAT CASE, HE WOULDLN’T LEAVE.  HE WOULDN’T ABANDON HIS WIFE AND KIDS TO POVERTY AND A VERY UNCERTAIN FUTURE.  BUT MOTHER TING GEE WOULD NOT HEAR OF IT!  SHE INSISTED THAT HER HUSBAND LEAVE AT ONCE, FOR SHE KNEW THAT — GIVEN THE CONDITIONS IN CHINA AT THAT TIME — THE OPPORTUNITY TO EMIGRATE MIGHT VERY WELL NOT EVER COME AGAIN.

AND SO, IN THE [MONTH] OF 1953 FATHER BOARDED A SMALL BOAT TO HONG KONG, ON HIS WAY TO CATCH A PLANE TO CANADA.  BUT ON THE WAY, HE HEARD THAT ONE OF HIS SONS WAS NOT FEELING WELL, SO HE CANCELLED HIS TRIP AND TELEPHONED MOTHER TING TO TELL HER THAT HE WAS COMING HOME.  ONCE AGAIN, MOTHER WOULD NOT HEAR OF IT, AND SHE INSISTED THAT HE CONTINUE ON TO CANADA TO BUILD A NEW LIFE, BELIEVING IN HER HEART THAT, ONE DAY, THEY’D BE TOGETHER AGAIN.
AND SO HE DID.  MOM SUPPORTED THE FAMILY BACK IN CHINA BY GROWING CROPS AND SELLING THEM TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE FAMILY.  EVERYONE HAD TO WORK ON THE FARM.  BUT EVEN WITH ALL THEIR EFFORTS, IT WAS BARELY A SUBSISTENCE LIVING, AND THE KIDS REMEMBER HOW THEY WERE ALWAYS HUNGRY. I’M SURE THAT OWEN, LOY, AND NANCY WILL TELL YOU A LITTLE MORE ABOUT WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE BACK THEN FOR THEM IN CHINA.

THEN, ONE DAY IN 1963 THE GOVERNMENT GAVE PERMISSION FOR THE FAMILY TO LEAVE CHINA.  TING GEE GATHERED THEIR FEW BELONGS AND BOARDED AN OLD AND OVERLOADED STEAMER FOR THE TRIP FROM [THEIR DEPARTURE CITY] TO HONG KONG, IN PROBABLY THE MOST TRECHEROUS JOURNEY OF THEIR LIVES. THE BOAT TOOK ON WATER ALL THE WAY, AND IT WAS A CLOSE THING WHETHER THEY’D EVER REACH THEIR DESTINATIION.  BUT NEEDLESS TO SAY, THEY FINALLY MADE IT TO HONG KONG AND THEN ON TO [CITY], CANADA, WHERE DON AND TING LEE WERE FINALLY REUNITED.  AND SINCE THAT HAPPY REUNION, THEY HAVEN’T SPENT A SINGLE DAY APART; I THINK THEY’RE STILL MAKING UP FOR THAT LOST TIME!

SOON AFTER THE FAMILY WAS PUT BACK TOGETHER AGAIN, THEY HAD TWO MORE CHILDREN — JOANNE AND YOURS TRULY — AND THE TWO OF US ARE ENORMOUSLY PROUD TO BE FIRST-GENERATION CANADIANS.

BUT I THINK WE’RE EVEN PROUDER OF OUR WONDERFUL AND RESILIENT PARENTS, WHO KEPT THEIR LOVE AND THEIR COMMIT-MENT TO ONE ANOTHER ALIVE THROUGH SO MUICH HARDSHIP AND TRAVAIL AND THROUGH YEARS OF PAINFUL SEPARATION.  INDEED, WHEN I ASKED MY DAD WHAT THE SECRET TO THEIR MARRIAGE WAS, HE SAID, VERY SIMPLY, “OUR COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER AND TO FAMILY.”  HE ALSO CREDITED THEIR MUTUAL ABILITY TO ALLOW ONE ANOTHER TO BE THEMSELVES, IN GOOD TIMES AND BAD, AND TO ACCEPT ONE ANOTHER’S LITTLE FLAWS, TO FORGIVE AND FORGET FOR THE GREATER GOOD OF THEIR MARRIAGE AND THEIR FAMILLY.
[bookmark: _GoBack]SO TO YOU, OUR DEAR MOTHER AND FATHER, I THANK YOU FOR BEING THE WONDERFUL PARENTS AND ROLE MODELS YOU’VE BEEN FOR ALL OF US — YOUR FIVE CHILDREN AND YOUR [NO.] LOVING GRANDCHILDREN.  YOU COULDN’T POSSIBLY HAVE GIVEN US A BETTER EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW IN LIFE, AND I KNOW THAT, I FOR ONE, TRY AS BEST I CAN TO LIVE UP THAT EXAMPLE EVERY SINGLE DAY OF MY LIFE.

AND NOW I’D LIKE TO TURN THE PODIUM OVER TO [NEXT SPEAKER(S)] WHO’LL SHARE [HIS/HER/THEIR] THOUGHTS WITH YOU ON THIS UNIQUE AND WONDERFUL OCCASION.
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