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MICHAEL GAUGHAN INTRODUCTION SPEECH

FOR

TITO TIBERTI

Hello Everyone!  What a great night for a celebration!  We have several talented focused, and accomplished individuals being inducted into the Southern Nevada Sports Hall Of fame tonight, and I congratulate all of them.  Of course, since it is my privilege and honor to introduce my friend, I will focus on Michael Gaughan, who has accomplished A LOT in his life, and if we take a look at ALL that he’s done,  (say this part playfully) it kinda doesn’t leave much time for dessert, if you know what I mean!!!  (wait for the laugh)… so I will try to be brief….

Who knew, when we first met back in the good old days, in those “hallowed halls” of St Anne’s Grade School, that years later we would be in each other’s lives….again….and again…and again….Michael (or do you call him Mike?) and I also spent our teen years together at Bishop Gorman High School (where he played baseball), and then at USC, where he played ___________,  (and in between, while studying at the University of San Francisco, he played basketball).  Although he was a few years ahead of me, our paths continued to intersect, and I was always impressed with the ability and charisma Michael consistently demonstrated.  Intuitively knowing that he needed to have a global 

knowledge of sports and the surrounding industry, Michael also had the foresight to study business and accounting and graduated from USC with an MBA in Labor Relations….so not only was he a jock… (IF JOCK IS TOO STRONG, SAY, “SO NOT ONLY WAS HE A SPORTSMAN..”), he was a SMART ONE!!!  There must have been a very influential angel sitting on his shoulder throughout his formative years, whispering, (try to say this with a deadpan NY accent) “Ya love sports?  Have a ball!!!  And don’t forget…..DIVERSIFY!!!!” (who couldn’t use that advice TODAY??)….because that is just what he did ….He has always been a force to be reckoned with, not only as a friend and student, but as an athlete, entrepreneur and TRUE SPORTSMAN.  Everything he does demonstrates his character and his unbending LOVE FOR THE GAME. 

· From his passion for RODEO and his tenacity for keeping the sport in Las Vegas

· To his determination to bring pro hockey to our fair city,

· And his commitment to having the High School State Basketball Tournament held in Las Vegas again,

· To his involvement with auto racing and his continued commitment to the gaming industry in this town,

Michael Gaughan shows his passion, not only for sports, but also for Las Vegas.  And as if all of his accomplishments weren’t enough…and there are many, many more….., you know the expression; “you can tell the man by the size of his toys”?  Well, to give you all an idea of how REALLY BIG Michael thinks and dreams, one day he thought he needed a new “playhouse” and (gesture with your arms and indicate the entire arena) DREAMT THIS PLACE UP!!! Yes indeed…. and I got to figure out how to build it!!!

(turn to Michael and say, very deadpan)…so Michael, here we are, and EVERYONE FREAKING LOVES YOU! Yes, not only does your wonderful wife Paula and your children, John, Mike Jr., Brendan and Katie, love you, your friends, fans and colleagues love you.  You are a TEAM PLAYER in the truest and best sense of the phrase, and as ever and always, EVERYONE is inspired to be on your team.

Michael, I am proud to call you my partner, I’m proud to call you my friend, but I am most proud to be your TEAMMATE.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like you all to join me in taking a little look into the life and times of Michael Gaughan, and why he is one of our esteemed inductees into the Southern Nevada Sports Hall of Fame…….roll ‘em….
