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Markovetz Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16166]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. John Markovetz to the 2017 graduating class of the [name of school].
____________________________________________________________

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FACULTY AND STAFF . . . DISTINGUISHED GUESTS . . . GRADUATING SENIORS AND PARENTS . . .

WELCOME TO THE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY FOR THE 2017 GRADUATING CLASS OF [NAME OF SCHOOL].  I FEEL ENORMOUSLY PRIVILEGED TO BE ABLE TO ADDRESS YOU THIS EVENING.  AS MOST OF YOU PROBABLY KNOW, I’VE BEEN PRINCIPLE HERE FOR JUST A LITTLE MORE THAN FOUR MONTHS NOW, AND I MUST TELL YOU, THE WELCOME I RECEIVED FROM THE FACULTY, THE STUDENT BODY, AND THE WONDERFUL COMMUNITY OF PARENTS WHO’VE ENTRUSTED THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION TO US WAS TRULY EXTRAORDINARY.  I QUICKLY LEARNED, OF COURSE, THAT THIS GENEROSITY OF HEART WAS NO ABERATION, BUT A TRUE MANIFESTATION OF [NAME OF SCHOOL]’S CORE VALUES.  AS IT IS SAID IN ROMANS 15-7:  “THEREFORE WELCOME ONE ANOTHER AS CHRIST HAS WELCOMED YOU, FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.”  SO I FEEL NOT ONLY PRIVILEGED TO BE STANDING HERE, BUT DEEPLY BLESSED AS WELL.

NOW, IT’S TRADITONAL FOR COMMENCEMENT-DAY SPEAKERS TO COUCH THEIR REMARKS ALONG THE LINES OF “ADVICE-TO-THE GRADUATES-ON-HOW-TO-LIVE-A-GOOD-AND-PRODUCTIVE-LIFE.”  WELL . . . I’M NOT SURE THAT JOHN MARKOVETZ HAS ANYTHING TO SAY ON THIS SUBJECT THAT THE BIBLE HASN’T ALREADY COVERED INCREDIBLY WELL.  JUST READ THE BOOK, DO WHAT IT SAYS, AND YOU’LL BE ALL RIGHT.   END OF LECTURE.

BUT SERIOUSLY . . . WHEN I THOUGHT ABOUT EXACTLY WHAT GEMS OF WISDOM I OUGHT TO IMPART TO YOU SENIORS THIS EVENING, IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT I ACTUALLY MIGHT HAVE A COUPLE OF THINGS TO SAY THAT MIGHT PUT A DIFFERENT KIND OF SLANT ON THE SUBJECT OF LIVING LIFE WELL.


FIRSTLY, I’D LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT — IF THERE’S ANY ONE, SINGLE KEY TO LIVING A GOOD LIFE — IT IS TO FOSTER AND NURTURE AND MANIFEST IN ALL THINGS AND IN ALL WAYS AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE.

NOT ONE OF US GETS THROUGH THIS LIFE ON OUR OWN.  THROUGHOUT OUR DAYS, WE’RE HELPED ALONG THE WAY BY OUR PARENTS, OUR TEACHERS, OUR CHURCH, OUR FRIENDS, AND BY THE MANY MENTORS WHO’VE GIVEN US GUIDANCE AND COUNSEL THROUGH THE YEARS.  WE CAN ACHIEVE LITTLE ON OUR OWN.  I DON’T CARE HOW SMART YOU ARE, OR CLEVER, OR DILIGENT, YOU’RE ALWAYS GOING TO NEED THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF OTHERS TO ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS IN LIFE.  AND FOR THIS, YOU’RE GOING TO “OWE” THEM.

AND HOW DO YOU REPAY THIS DEBT?  IT’S SIMPLE.  JUST SAY “THANK YOU,” OR BETTER YET, “THANK YOU; I’M VERY GRATEFUL.”  IT’S NOT GOOD ENOUGH SIMPLY TO FEEL GRATEFUL.  NO.  YOU’VE GOT TO EXPRESS THAT GRATITUDE STRAIGHT OUT LOUD, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, YOU’VE GOT TO MEAN IT.  YOU’VE GOT TO MAKE SURE THAT ANYONE WHO HELPS YOU IN ANY WAY, LARGE OR SMALL, KNOWS THAT YOU SINCERELY APPRECIATE THEIR EFFORT OR THEIR HELP.  FROM THE CASHIER AT MCDONALD’S TO THE MATH TEACHER WHO TOOK THE EXTRA TIME TO EXPLAIN QUADRATIC EQUATIONS WHEN YOU JUST COULDN’T WRAP YOUR MIND AROUND THE SUBJECT, YOU NEED TO SAY “THANK YOU” FROM THE HEART.  AS IT IS SAID IN THESSLONIANS 5:18:  “GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES; FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD.”

NOW, I’M PRETTY SURE THAT, FOR MOST OF YOU, YOUR PARENTS ARE THE PEOPLE TO WHOM YOU OWE THE GREATEST DEBT OF GRATITUDE.  THINK OF ALL THE THINGS THEY’VE DONE FOR YOU.  THINK OF THE SACRIFICES THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD TO MAKE TO SEND YOU TO SUCH A WONDERFUL CENTER OF LEARNING AS [NAME OF SCHOOL].  THINK OF ALL THE LOVE AND CARE THEY’VE LAVISHED UPON YOU FROM THE MOMENT OF YOUR BIRTH TO THIS SPECIAL MOMENT IN TIME.  ARE YOU THINKING . . . ?  ARE YOU FEELING IT . . . ?  GOOD!  NOW I’D LIKE ALL THE SENIORS IN THE AUDIENCE AND ALL THEIR PARENTS TO PLEASE STAND UP.

[AFTER THEY’VE DONE SO]  GOOD!  NOW SENIORS:  I WANT YOU TO HUG YOUR PARENTS AND TELL THEM “THANK YOU.”  [AS THEY DO SO] AH . . . THAT’S  SO BEAUTIFUL!  YOU CAN SIT DOWN NOW, THANK YOU.

NOW, I’VE SAID THAT AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE IS PERHAPS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN LIVING HAPPY AND PRODUCTIVE LIFE.  BUT NOW, I’D LIKE TO TALK TO YOU SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THAT LIFE, OR MORE PRECISELY, ABOUT YOUR PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE AS YOU MOVE FORWARD.

A HUNDRED YEARS BEFORE JESUS WAS BORN, AN ANCIENT HEBREW SCHOLAR AND PHILOSOPHER POSED TO HIS STUDENTS THREE SIMPLE QUESTIONS.  HIS FIRST QUESTION WAS THIS:  “IF I AM NOT FOR MYSELF, WHO SHALL BE FOR ME?”

NOW, WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE HE MEANT BY THIS QUESTION?  HE MEANT THAT ONCE YOU’VE REACHED ADULTHOOD, THERE’S NO ONE ELSE ON THIS EARTH WHO’S BEEN PUT FOR THE SOLE AND EXPRESS PURPOSE OF TAKING CARE OF YOU.  LIVING YOUR LIFE, MAKING DECISIONS IN YOUR LIFE, TAKING CARE OF YOURSELF — THESE ARE NOW YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AND YOURS ALONE.  YOUR PARENTS’ WORK IS DONE.  NOW YOU’RE ON YOUR OWN.  WITH GOD AS YOUR SHEPERD, YOU’RE NOW THE MASTER OF YOUR FATE AND THE CAPTAIN OF YOUR SOUL.  I DO HOPE AND TRUST THAT YOU FEEL THAT [NAME OF SCHOOL] HAS GIVEN YOU ALL THE TOOLS YOU’LL NEED TO NAVIGATE THIS WONDERFUL NEW JOURNEY SUCCESSFULLY.  BUT THOUGH GOD MAY REMAIN YOUR CO-PILOT, YOU’RE FLYING THE PLANE SOLO NOW.

I HOPE THIS DOESN’T FRIGHTEN YOU, BECAUSE IT SHOULDN’T.  RATHER, IT SHOULD REPRESENT FOR YOU A WONDERFUL, LIBERATING FREEDOM AND THE KIND OF INDEPENDENCE THAT SOME OF YOU HAVE SOUGHT FOR YEARS NOW, AND THAT MOST OF YOU PROBABLY GOT A LITTLE TASTE OF THE FIRST TIME YOU WERE ALLOWED TO GET BEHIND THE WHEEL OF AN AUTOMOBILE ON YOUR OWN.  SELF-RELIANCE IS A GOOD THING.

BUT IS SELF-RELIANCE ENOUGH?  NO . . . IT’S NOT.  FOR WE MUST NOW CONSIDER THE SECOND QUESTION POSED BY THAT ANCIENT PHILOSOPHER, AND THAT QUESTION WAS:  “IF I AM FOR MYSELF ALONE, WHAT AM I?”

NOW WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?  IT MEANS THAT IF MY LIFE IS ONLY ABOUT ME, IF I AM INDEED “FOR MYSELF ALONE,” THEN TRULY I AM NOTHING.  PHILIPPIANS VERSES 2 THRU 4 SUMS IT UP RATHER SUCCINCTLY, I THINK, FOR IT IS HERE THAT WE’RE ADMONISHED TO “DO NOTHING OUT OF SELFISH AMBITION OR EMPTY PRIDE, BUT IN HUMILITY CONSIDER OTHERS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YOURSELVES.”

WE WERE PUT ON THIS EARTH FOR TWO PURPOSES AND TWO PURPOSES ONLY:  THE FIRST IS TO PRAISE GOD, AND THE SECOND IS TO HELP OTHERS.  THE MOST IMPORTANT AND NOBLE PURPOSE WE HAVE ON THIS EARTH WHILE WE’RE DOWN HERE IS TO RELIEVE THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS, TO HELP OTHERS REALIZE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL, TO GIVE CARE AND SUCCOR TO THOSE WHO ARE IN PAIN, TO RAISE OTHERS OUT OF DESPAIR AND INTO JOY.  THIS IS THE SECRET OF LIVING A MEANINGFUL LIFE.  THIS IS WHAT IT MEANS TRULY TO BE A CHRISTIAN.

SO THE SECRET TO A SUCCESSFUL LIFE IS TO — ONE — DEVELOP A GENUINE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE; TWO, TO EXPRESS THAT GRATITUDE OPENLY AND FREELY; AND — THREE — TO LIVE A LIFE OF SERVICE TO OTHERS.  NOTHING COULD BE SIMPLER, EH . . . ?

BUT WHAT ABOUT THAT ANCIENT SCHOLAR’S THIRD AND FINAL QUESTION?  IT WAS A VERY SIMPLE QUESTION INDED, AND I’M SURE YOU CAN ALL FILL IN THE BLANK, FOR HE ASKED HIS STUDENTS VERY QUIETLY:  “IF NOT NOW . . . “  [MOTION WITH AN OPEN PALM TO PROMPT THE AUDIENCE TO COMPLETE THE SENTENCE]



THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; AND TO ALL OUR GRADUATING SENIORS, I WISH YOU GOD’S SPEED AND A PROSPEROUS, FULFILLING LIFE.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOW, LET’S ALL ENJOY THE REST OF THIS EVENING’S FESTIVITIES.
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