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Buontempo Speech [EZ Speech No..16297]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Holmdale Mayor Greg Buontempo at the town’s Memorial Day observance.
____________________________________________________________

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS . . . AND FELLOW AMERICANS . . . 

WE ARE GATHERED HERE TODAY TO OBSERVE MEMORIAL DAY, 2017.  AND I SAY “OBSERVE” INSTEAD OF “CELEBRATE,” BECAUSE — FOR ME — THIS IS NOT A DAY FOR CELEBRATION, BUT RATHER A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE, A DAY TO HONOR AND GIVE THANKS TO THE TENS UPON TENS OF THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN WHO, IN LINCOLN’S WORDS, “GAVE THE LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION” IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE.

YOU KNOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I’VE OFTEN HEARD IT SAID THAT WE AMERICANS TAKE OUR LIBERTY AND OUR FREEDOM FOR GRANTED, AS IF THEY WERE OUR BIRTHRIGHT.  THERE’S A  LOT OF TRUTH TO THAT, I THINK AT LEAST WITH RESPECT TO THOSE OF US WHO WERE BORN HERE, GREW UP HERE, RAISED OUR FAMILIES HERE, AND NEVER IN OUR ENTIRE LIVES KNEW A SINGLE HOUR, A SINGLE DAY, A SINGLE MOMENT IN OUR LIVES THAT WE WERE NOT PROTECTED BY THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OUR BRAVE SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN HAVE FOR MORE THAN 200 YEARS FOUGHT TO PRESERVE.

IT’S ALSO OFTEN BEEN SAID THAT WE DON’T MISS SOMETHING ‘TIL WE LOSE IT.  IF YOU DON’T BELIEVE THIS, ASK ANYONE WHO WASN’T BORN HERE WHAT IT WAS LIKE “BACK HOME.”

WHAT WAS IT LIKE IN IRAQ OR IRAN OR SYRIA OR LEBANON OR UGANDA OR LIBERIA OR ZIMBABWE OR NORTH KOREA OR ANY OF THE OTHER PLACES IN WORLD WHERE FREEDOM IS UNKNOWN AND DEMOCRACY IS ONLY A RUMOR.  ASK THESE EMIGRES WHY THEY LEFT.  ASK THEM WHAT IT WAS LIKE WAKING UP IN THE MORNING WITH NO NEWSPAPER ON THE FRONT PORCH AND NO CNN ON THE TELEVISION.  ASK THEM WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO VOICE IN HOW THEIR LIVES WERE GOVERNED, HOW THEIR KIDS WERE EDUCATED, OR WHAT JOBS THEY COULD APPLY FOR.  ASK THEM WHAT IT WAS LIKE LIVING IN A COUNTRY WHERE IT WAS A CAPITAL CRIME TO CRITICIZE THE GOVERNMENT OR WEAR THE WRONG CLOTHES OR MARRY THE WRONG PERSON OR ESPOUSE THE WRONG RELIGION.  ANYONE WHO WAS BORN IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAS NEVER KNOWN THIS KIND OF DEPRIVATION, THIS KIND OF REPRESSION.

“NO,” THEY’LL TELL YOU, “THE STREETS IN AMERICA AREN’T PAVED WITH GOLD.  BUT THEY’RE PAVED IN LIBERTY, AND THAT’S INFINITELY MORE VALUABLE THAN GOLD!”

“YES,” THEY’LL TELL YOU, “AMERICA HAS ITS FLAWS.  IT ISN’T PERFECT, BUT IT’S SO MUCH BETTER THAN WHERE WE CAME FROM, IT’S NOT EVEN A CONTEST!”



THAT’S WHY I’M NOT SURPRISED THAT IMMIGRANTS OFTEN HAVE A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR AMERICA’S GREAT ACHIEVEMENT AS A NATION THAN MANY OF US DO WHO WERE BORN HERE AND NEVER KNEW THE KINDS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INJUSTICE THESE ESCAPEES FROM DESPOTISM EXPERIENCED IN THEIR HOME COUNTRIES.  A FISH IS NOT AWARE OF THE WATER HE’S SWIMMING IN.  LIKEWISE, I THINK THERE ARE TOO MANY AMERI-CANS WHO SEEM TO BE OBLIVIOUS TO THE SEA OF FREEDOM THAT SUSTAINS AND NURTURES US OUR WHOLE LIFE THROUGH.  TAKE A FISH OUT OF WATER, AND YOU’LL WITNESS, IN MICRO-COSM, WHAT LIVING UNDER DESPOTISM FEELS LIKE — STIFFLING, SMOTHERING, AND SOUL-CRUSHING.

SO I THINK IT’S ENTIRE MEET AND PROPER THAT ALL OF WE AMERICANS — NATIVE-BORN AND IMMIGRANT ALIKE —TAKE AT LEAST ONE DAY OUT OF OUR BUSY AMERICAN LIVES TO REMEM-BER AND PAY HOMAGE TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES TO ENSURE THAT AMERICA WILL ALWAYS REMAIN NOT ONLY “THE HOME OF THE BRAVE,” BUT THE “LAND OF THE FREE.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
WITH THAT, I’D JUST LIKE TO SAY THANKS FOR LISTENING . . . HAVE A GREAT MEMORIAL DAY . . . AND GOD BLESS AMERICA!
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