[EZ Speech Writers No. 15330]
_______________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Richard McDonald on the occasion of his retirement as Superintendent of Schools of the Dunmore School District.
_______________________________________________________

GOOD [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVENING] EVERYONE . . .

YOU KNOW . . . AS I WAS THINKING WHAT I’D SAY ABOUT RETIRING AS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE DUNMORE SCHOOLS AT THIS GRADUATION CEREMONY, IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT EVERY RETIREMENT SPEECH SHOULD, IN REALITY, BE A THANK-YOU SPEECH.  AND I DECIDED THAT MINE WOULD BE NO EXCEPTION.

BUT I ALSO DECIDED THAT I’D BREAK THE USUAL “THANK-YOU-SPEECH” MOLD IN ONE VERY IMPORTANT RESPECT.  FOR, I’M SURE YOU’VE ALL PROBABLY HEARD LOTS AND LOTS OF THANK-YOU SPEECHES AT EVENTS LIKE THE OSCARS AND EMMYS AND OTHER AWARDS CEREMONIES, WHERE THE HONOREES USUALLY FINISH BY SAYING:  “AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST, I’D LIKE TO THANK MY WIFE AND MY WONDERFUL FAMILY FOR ALL THE SUPPORT THEY’VE GIVEN ME THROUGHOUT MY CAREER.”

WELL . . . I’M NOT GOING TO THANK MY FAMILY LAST OR LEAST.  I’M GOING TO THANK THEM FIRST, BECAUSE THROUGHOUT MY CAREER, INCLUDING THE LAST 12 TERRIFIC YEARS I’VE SPENT WITH THE DUNMORE SCHOOL DISTRICT, I OWE MY FAMILY EVERYTHING.  THEIR LOVE AND SUPPORT AND CONSTANT ENCOURAGEMENT HAVE SUSTAINED ME EVERY DAY, AND WITHOUT THEM — WITHOUT MY WONDERFUL WIFE OF 45 YEARS, NANCY, AND OUR THREE WONDERFUL CHILDREN, JENNY, RICKIE, AND KATIE — I WOULD HAVE BEEN FAR LESS A MAN, AND FAR LESS A PROFESSIONAL, AND FAR LESS AN EFFECTIVE COMMUNITY MEMBER THAN I EVER COULD’VE BEEN WITHOUT THEM.

[GESTURING/MOTIONING TO YOUR FAMILY]  SO TO ALL OF YOU, MY DEAR, DEAR, FAMILY:  I THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART FOR EVERYTHING YOU’VE GIVEN ME.  YOU HAVE BEEN THE LOVES OF MY LIFE AND THE WIND BENEATH MY SAILS.

[PAUSE FOR POSSIBLE APPLAUSE FROM THE AUDIENCE]

AND NOW, TO CONTINUE WITH MY THANK-YOU LIST, I’D LIKE TO THANK ALL THE WONDERFUL TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS AND SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS WITH WHOM I’VE HAD THE PRIVILEDGE OF WORKING THESE LAST 12 YEARS.  YOU’VE ALL BEEN GREAT FRIENDS AND WONDERFULLY SUPPORTIVE COLLEAGUES; AND THERE’S NO DOUBT THAT WHATEVER GOOD THINGS I MIGHT HAVE ACCOMPLISHED HERE AT DUNMORE WERE, AND ARE, AS MUCH A TRIBUTE TO YOUR HARD WORK AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE AS TO ANYTHING ELSE.  YOUR FAITH IN ME AS A LEADER OF THE TEAM HAS BEEN HUGELY GRATIFYING TO ME, AND IT’S BEEN ONE OF THE GREATEST REWARDS IN MY LIFE TO HAVE SERVED AS YOUR CAPTAIN FOR A WHILE.

I’D ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS, PAST AND PRESENT, WHO’VE BLESSED MY LIFE IN MORE WAYS THAN THEY COULD EVER KNOW.  AND NOT JUST THE STUDENTS, BUT THEIR PARENTS, TOO — THE MOTHERS AND FATHERS WHO’VE BEEN SO KIND AND SO APPRECIATIVE OF THE PROGRAMS AND INNOVATIONS WE’VE BROUGOHT TO THE DUNMORE DISTRICT DURING MY TENURE HERE.  WITHOUT YOUR ADVICE AND PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT, THE DUNMORE SCHOOLS WOULD HAVE BEEN LITTLE MORE THAN ORDINARY.  BUT I THINK YOU’D AGREE THAT WE’RE A HECK OF A LOT BETTER THAN ORDINARY.  OUR GRADUATION RATES SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, AND OUR COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE RATES I THINK ARE SOMETHING WE CAN ALL BE TRULY TO PROUD OF.

AND FINALLY, TO ALL OF YOU IN THE CLASS OF 2016 GRADUAITNG HERE TODAY, I HOPE YOU’LL COME TO APPRECIATE THE EDUCATION YOU GOT HERE, AND THE TREMENDOUSLY PROMISING FUTURE FOR WHICH, I TRUST, YOU FEEL THAT EDUCATION HAS PREPARED YOU.  I KNOW MY OWN KIDS, ALL PRODUCTS OF DUNMORE SCHOOLS, FELT THAT WAY, AND ALL THREE OF THEM — JENNY, RICKIE, AND KATIE — HAVE SINCE GRADUATED FROM PENN STATE UNIVERSITY AND ARE ALL NOW PURSUING VERY SUCCESSFUL PROFESSIONAL CAREERS.  MY GREATEST HOPE FOR YOU IS THAT YOU WILL FOLLOW IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS AND CARRY ON THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE THAT WE’VE TRIED TO INSTILL IN ALL OF YOU.

[bookmark: _GoBack]AND SO IT IS WITH DEEP HUMILITY AND ENORMOUS GRATITUDE THAT  I THANK YOU ALL.


#  #  #









I will be retiring as Superintendent of schools after serving the Dunmore school district and the community of Dunmore for twelve years. I just want a brief speech 1to 5 minutes if possible to thank the community, staff and all the students that I have had the opportunity to serve the past 12 years. It has been an honor and a priviledge to serve this wonder school and community. I would especially like to thank my family, including my wonderful wife of 45 years Nancy and my children Jenny, Ricky and Katie all Dunmore High school graduates, all Penn state graduates and all are enjoying professional careers . Maybe something to effect of the type of education they received through the Dunmore school system. I would also like to thank the board members who have supported me through the years. I will be giving this as the first speaker at our high school graduation, {June 8} so maybe a congratulations to all of our graduates and wish them luck in their futures. 
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