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Medling Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16614]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Travis Medling regarding the current CBA negotiations between the Hillsburough County School Board and its teachers.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD . . . MR SUPERINTENDENT . . . MY FELLOW FACULTY MEMBERS . . . AND MEMBERS OF THE GREATER HILLSBUROUGH COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY:

I STAND HERE BEFORE YOU THIS EVENING NOT TO CRITICIZE, NOT BERATE, AND NOT TO CONDEMN ANYONE.  I COME HERE THIS EVENING SIMPLY TO IMPLORE THOSE IN THIS ROOM WHO HAVE THE POWER TO DO SO, TO LISTEN WITH AN OPEN HEART TO THE SUPPLICATIONS OF A FACULTY WHO ASK ONLY THAT YOU HONOR THE TERMS OF OUR LAST COLELCTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT:  THAT YOU PAY US AS YOU PROMISED YOU WOULD — ON TIME, AND IN FULL — AND THAT YOU TREAT US WITH THE RESPECT WE’VE BOTH EARNED AND DESERVE.


THERE’S NOT A SINGLE PERSON IN THIS ROOM THIS EVENING WHO COULD ARGUE RIGHTLY THAT WE TEACHERS HAVEN’T LIVED UP TO OUR SIDE OF THE BARGAIN.  INDEED, WHILE MANY OF US HAVE DIPPED INTO OUR OWN POCKETS TO PAY FOR ESSENTIAL CLASSROOM SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS, THE BOARD HAS SEEN FIT TO SPEND THE COMMUNITY’S TAX DOLLARS ON REDECOR-ATING ITS BOARD ROOM DOWNTOWN.  WE DO NOT BEGRUDGE YOU THOSE IMPROVEMENTS, THOSE COMFORTS.  WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THEY’LL HELP YOU DO YOUR JOBS BETTER.

BUT IN ALL HUMILITY WE ASK WHETHER THOSE EXPENDITURES WERE, IN YOUR HEARTS, TRULY MORE IMPORTANT TO YOU THAN SUPPLYING OUR CLASSROOMS WITH THE MATERIALS WE TEACHERS NEED TO DO OUR JOBS BETTER?

WHETHER NEW PANELING AND CARPETS IN YOUR BOARD ROOM WERE TRULY MORE CRUCIAL THAN EMPOWERING US TO ACCOMPLISH THE MISSION TO WHICH WE’RE ALL COMMITTED?

WHETHER THEY WERE TRULY MORE IMPORTANT THAN TEACHING YOUR CHILDREN WELL?

[bookmark: _GoBack]I THINK IT’S INDISPUTABLY CLEAR THAT, BY ACTION AND BY DEED, THE FACULTY AND STAFF OF THE HILLSBUROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT HAVE CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED THE QUALITIES OF PRIDE, PRINCIPALS, AND PROFESSIONALISM.  WE’VE TRIED OUR CONSCIENTIOUS  BEST TO PUT OUR STUDENTS FIRST IN EVERYTHING WE DO.  I WOULD ONLY ASK OUR PARTNERS ACROSS THE NEGOTIATING TABLE WHO ARE HERE THIS EVENING IF THEY CAN HONESTLY SAY THE SAME?

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO YOU.
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