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Remarks by Mr. Burnell Moliere in connection with the observance of Black History Month at the [name] Baptist Church of [city] on [date].

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . BROTHERS AND SISTERS . . . :

FIFTY YEARS AGO THIS PAST JULY, OUR GOVERNMENT BROUGHT FORTH UPON THIS CONTINENT A MASSIVE DOCUMENT WHICH THEY CALLED:  “A REPORT ON EQUALITY OF EDUCATION OPPOR-TUNITY IN AMERICA.”  THIS PUBLICATION SOON CAME TO BE KNOWN AS “THE COLEMAN REPORT,” NAMED AFTER THE JOHNS HOPKINS PROFESSOR WHO LED THE RESEARCH TEAM WHOSE FINDINGS THE REPORT SUMMARIZED.

AND WHAT DO YOU THINK PROFESSOR COLEMAN AND HIS CO-HORTS DISCOVERED ABOUT THE EQUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY IN AMERICA HALF A CENTURY AGO?



WELL, THEY FOUND THAT IT DIDN’T EXIST.  NOT FOR POOR BLACK FOLK, IT DIDN’T, OR FOR OTHER MINORITIES, EITHER.  MORE THAN A DOZEN YEARS AFTER THE BROWN-VERSUS-BOARD-OF-EDUCA-TION DECISION DECLARED THAT “SEPARATE-BUT-EQUAL” WAS UN-AMERICAN AND ILLEGAL, THE RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT THE PUB-LIC SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY POOR MINORITY KIDS HAD RE-MAINED SEGREGATED BY RACE ALMOST AS EXTENSIVELY AS THEY’D BEEN BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT’S MILESTONE DECISION.

THE DISPARITY IN FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS IN POOR NEIGHBOOR-HOODS HAD REMAINED PRETTY MUCH AS LOPSDED AS IT WAS BEFORE.

BLACK KIDS WERE STILL GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL AT MUCH LOWER RATES THAN WHITE KIDS WERE.


AND EVEN AMONG THOSE BLACK KIDS WHO DID MANAGE TO GET THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL, THE VAST MAJORITY WERE LESS WELL EDUCATED AND LESS WELL PREPARED FOR LIFE AS AN ADULT THAN THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS WERE.

THAT WAS HALF A CENTURY AGO.

SURELY THINGS HAVE CHANGED SINCE THEN . . . HAVEN’T THEY?

UNFORTUNATELY, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, I MUST TELL YOU THAT THE ANSWER IS NO, NOT MUCH.

IN 1965 THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED THE “HEAD START” PROGRAM, AND PRESIDENT BUSH’S “NO CHILD LEFT BE-HIND” PROGRAM KICKED IN 36 YEARS LATER .  BOTH OF THESE EFFORTS WERE AIMED AT LEAST PARTIALLY AT CORRECTING THE CONTINUING DISPARITIES IN BLACK/ WHITE EDUCATION, AND THEY BOTH CERTAINLY DID SOME GOOD.  BUT BOTH SOON BECAME INFECTED, NOT SURPRINZGLY, BY BLOAT, INEFFICIENCY, AND POLITICS.  AND AS A CONSEQUENCE, ACCORDING TO A REPORT IN U.S. NEWS & WORD REPORT A YEAR AGO, JUNE:

“THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP BETWEEN WHITE AND BLACK STUDENTS HAS BARELY NARROWED OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS. THE AVERAGE 12TH GRADE BLACK MATCH STUDENT STILL PLACES ONLY IN THE 19TH PERCENTILE.  IN READING, THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP HAS NAR-ROWED SLIGHTLY, BUT THE AVERAGE BLACK STUDENT STILL SCORES AT JUST THE 22ND PERCENTILE.  BY EVERY TANGIBLE MEASURE — FROM QUALIFIED TEACHERS TO CURRICULUM OF-FERINGS TO INFRASTRUCTURAL INADEQUACIES — SCHOOLS WITH GREATER NUMBERS OF BLACK STUDENTS HAD SIGNIFICANTLY FEWER RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO THEM THAN SCHOOLS SERV-ING MOSTLY WHITE STUDENTS.”

AND SO BROTHERS AND SISTERS, IT SHOULD BE CLEAR TO YOU THAT WE’VE ACTUALLY HAD A CRISIS IN BLACK EDUCATION IN AMERICA ALMOST FOREVER. . . WE’RE FACING A CRISIS IN BLACK EDUCATION IN AMERICA RIGHT NOW . . . AND MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT:  THIS SAME CRISIS IS GONNA BE WITH US TOMORROW, AND THE NEXT DAY, AND THE DAY AFTER THAT, AND YEAR AFTER YEAR FOREVER AFTER THAT — UNLESS AND UNTIL WE-ALL DE-CIDE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

[PAUSE.]

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AIN’T GONNA DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT, I CAN GUARANTEE YOU THAT.  WHY . . . DO YOU REALIZE THAT IF PRESIDENT NIXON HAD DECLARED A “WAR ON IGNORANCE” ALONG WITH HIS “WAR ON CANCER” BACK IN 1971; AND IF THE GOVERNMENT HAD SPENT THE SAME $95 BILLION ON EDUCATION REFORM THAT IT HAS ON FIGHTING CANCER, I GUARANTEE YOU WE’D’VE LONG SINCE ERADICATED IGNORANCE, WHILE CANCER CONTINUES TO PLAGUE MANKIND THE WORLD OVER.

I’LL ALSO GUARANTEE YOU THAT THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION WILL NOT BE A FRIEND TO BLACK PEOPLE.  HE IS A RACIST AT HEART AND HIS ADMINISTRATION IS RACIST TO THE CORE.  I HAVE AN ASSOCIATE WHO LIVES JUST OUTSIDE OF DETROIT, AND HE TELLS ME THAT TRUMP’S NEWLY-APPOINTED SECRETARY OF EDUCATION — BETTY DE VOS, A MICHIGAN MILLIONAIRESS — IS ABOUT AS WHITE AND CONSERVATIVE AND HYPOCRITICAL AS THEY COME; AND IF ANYONE IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY’S EXPECTING ANY HELP FROM THIS LADY . . . Y’ALL’D BETTER THINK AGAIN.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT’S NOT GONNA FIX IT, EITHER, MOSTLY BECAUSE THEY CAN’T.  POOR KIDS LIVE IN POOR NEIGHBOR-HOODS.  POOR NEIGHBORHOODS HAVE POOR SCHOOLS.  AND THEY HAVE POOR SCHOOLS BECAUSE POOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS LACK THE MONEY TO PROVIDE EVEN SUB-PAR MAINTENANCE OF THEIR SCHOOL BUILDINGS OR TO HIRE THE BEST TEACHERS OR EVEN TO HAVE ENOUGH BOOKS FOR THEIR STUDENTS.

SO I ASK YOU, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:  IF WE CAN’T COUNT ON THE GOVERNMENT, THEN WHO’S GONNA FIX THIS MESS?

WHO’S GONNA STEP UP AND SAY, “ENOUGH!”?

WHO’S GONNA FINALLY SAY, “WE’RE SICK OF SEEING OUR SCHOOLS PRODUCING IGNORANT GRADUATES AND EVEN DUMBER DROP-OUTS.”

WHO’S GONNA FINALLY REALIZE THAT OUR CHILDREN ARE THE ONLY FUTURE WE’VE GOT, AND YET THAT FUTURE JUST LOOKS LIKE IT’S GONNA BE A BLEAK REPETITION OF THE PAST?

THE ANSWER TO ALL THESE QUESTIONS IS THE SAME ANSWER, AND THAT ANSWERE IS. . . YOU!

IT’S YOU AND IT’S ME.

IT’S ALL OF US WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE SURE OUR KIDS GET AN EDUCATION THAT PREPARES THEM TO BE MATURE ADULTS AND PRODUCTIVE MEMBERS OF SOCIETY.

IT’S EVERY NEIGHBORHOOD BANDING TOGETHER TO EXPLORE WAYS IN WHICH WE CAN POOL EVEN OUR MEAGRE RESOURCES TO AUGMENT OR SUPPLEMENT THE EDUCATION OUR KIDS ARE GETTING AT SCHOOL.

IF THE CIRCLE OF POVERTY AND IGNORANCE IS TO BE BROKEN, IT’S NOT GOING TO BE BROKEN IN WASHINGTON OR IN BATON ROUGE.  IT’LL BE BROKEN RIGHT HERE — HERE IN OUR OWN NEIGHBORHOODS.  IT’LL BE BROKEN CHILD BY CHILD, HOUSE BY HOUSE, BLOCK BY BLOCK, HIGHRISE BY HIGHRISE, SCHOOL BY SCHOOL.

WE’VE GOT TO STOP THINKING “BIG PICTURE,” BECAUSE THE BIG PICTURE IS DRAWN AND CONTROLLED BY POLITICIANS, CORPOR-ATE NABOBS, OTHER MUGWUMPS WHO MOSTLY DON’T CARE ABOUT POOR FOLK, AND ESPECIALLY NOT ABOUT BLACK POOR FOLK!  WE’VE GOT TO FOCUS ON THE “LITTLE PICTURE,” THINGS THAT CAN HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE VERY SMALLEST SCALE, LIKE THE SCALE OF A SINGLE YOUNG BLACK KID, IN A POOR NEIGHBOR-HOOD, WITH JUST HIS MOMMA AT HOME, AND [DAMNED/DARNED] LITTLE MONEY TO SPARE.

WHAT KINDS OF GRASS-ROOTS KINDS OF THINGS COULD A FAMILY OR A NEGHBORHOOD OR A SCHOOL DISTRICT COULD DO TO EN-HANCE THIS KID’S EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT?

HERE’RE JUST A FEW THINGS THAT I COULD THINK OF:

• NUMBER ONE:  IF YOU’RE TRULY COMMITTED TO TAKING THE EDUCATION OF YOUR CHILDREN SERIOUSLY, THEN YOU’VE REALLY GOT TO GET YOUR HANDS ON A COMPUTER, OR AT LEAST ARRANGE ACCESS TO ONE.  AND YOU’VE GOTTA LEARN HOW TO USE IT.  IT’S NOT DIFFICULT.  IF I CAN DO IT, YOU CAN DO IT.  BUT SURELY YOU MUST REALIZE THE KIDS ARE LEARNING MORE AND MORE OF THEIR LESSONS ON THE INTERNET THESE DAYS; AND IF WE’RE GONNA GIVE ‘EM ANY SORT OF INTELLIGENT GUIDANCE TO’EM THEN WE’D BETTER LEARN THE BASICS OF COMPUTERS, THE INTERNET, AND ALL THAT OTHER TECHNOLOGICAL STUFF THAT KIDS IN EVEN OUR POOREST NEIGHBORHOODS SEEM TO HAVE MASTERED THESE DAYS.

• NUMBER TWO.  ORGANIZE A NEIGHBORHOOD “TUTOR’S CORPS” MADE UP OF VOLUNTEERS OF THE GROUP WHO’D ESTABLISH A CALENDAR OF REGULAR TUTORIAL SESSIONS, IN ALL THE CORE SUBJECTS; AND THEN THE KIDS OF ANY MEMBERS OF THE GROUP COULD SCHE-DULE APPOINTMENTS AND RECEIVE FREE TUTORING WHENEVER THEY NEEDED TO.

• NUMBER THREE:  EITHER AS INDIVIDUALS OR BANDED TOGETHER IN CITIZEN’S SUPPORT COMMITTEES, EXPLORE THE PLETHORA OF FREE, CERTIFIED, ONLINE LEARNING PROGRAMS THAT ARE NOW AVAIL-ABLE ON THE INTERNET; THEY PROVIDE COMPLETE,  EASY-TO-USE, SELF-PACED LEARNING CURRICULUMS AT ALL LEVELS FROM KINDERGARDEN THRU 12TH GRADE.  MANY OF THESE COURSES PROVIDE BOTH SOLO AND GROUP LEARNING FORMATS, AND MANY ALSO INCLUDE LIVE-CHAT AND CLASSROOM-INSTRUCTION OPTIONS.  YOU SHOULD REALLY CHECK A FEW OF THESE WEB-SITES OUT.  THE VAST MAJORITY OF ‘EM ARE TOTALLY FREE; AND IF YOUR CHILD TAKES ADVANTAGE OF ALL THE RE-SOURCES AVAILABLE WITHIN ANY OF THESE ONLINE “SCHOOL,” IT’S REALLY LIKE GIVING YOUR KID A TOP-SHELF PRIVATE-SCHOOL EDUCATION WITHOUT EVER LEAVING HOME — OR SPENDING THE MONEY!

WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO?  WELL . . .

• NUMBER FOUR.  YOU COULD ORGANIZE AN ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT TO HELP THE SCHOOL OR DISTRICT YOU SUPPORT DEFRAY SOME OF THE OPERATING COSTS OR EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES NOT ADEQUATELY COVERED BY THE SCHOOL’S MILLAGE BUDGET.

• NUMBER FIVE.   PUT A COLLECTION JAR — A PIGGY BANK — IN EVERY HOME INTO WHICH FAMILY MEMBERS WOULD DEPOSIT THEIR LOOSE CHANGE DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR, THEN WE’D TURN THE CASH IN DUR-ING A YEAR-ENDING CEREMONY.
• NUMBER SIX.   VOLUNTEER AS A CLASSROOM HELPER OR TEACHING ASSIS-TANT AT YOUR CHILDREN’S SCHOOLS.  THIS IS BOTH A GREAT WAY TO SEE FIRST HAND WHAT’S GOING ON IN OUR KIDS’ CLASS-ROOMS, BUT IT ALSO SHOWS THE SCHOOL’S FACULTY THAT WE’RE TAKING A SERIOUS INTEREST IN THE QUALITY OF OUR KIDS’ EDUCATION.

THERE IS IN THE OLD HEBREW BIBLE A SAYING THAT BY SAVING A SINGLE LIFE, ONE SAVES ALL MANKIND.  I TRULY BELIEVE THAT IF WE COULD BY OUR COMMUNAL EFFORT BREAK JUST ONE GENER-ATION OF BLACK YOUTH OUT OF THE CHAINS OF IGNORANCE AND POVERTY BY WHICH THEY SEEM FOREVER TO BE ENSNARED, WE CAN AT LEAST LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR A NEW FLOWERING OF BLACK PRIDE, BLACK ACCOMPLISHMENT, AND BLACK LEADER-SHIP THROUGHOUT THIS GREAT NATION!

THANK YOU, AND AMEN!
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