Monika Gross 5th Grade Honors Students’ Speech
By Mina R Raulston

Welcome Students, Family Members, Faculty and Staff of ____Name of school.

I want to thank you all for the privilege of speaking to this honors students awards assembly. 

Each and every one of you students here today has worked very hard to achieve academic success and deserve the recognition given you today. You have done this by being diligent in your school work. You have taken each assignment and completed it as it was assigned, many times going above and beyond what was asked of you. Even in those subjects where your skills and talents may not shine you have given it your best effort and done exemplary work. You have proven yourselves and now you are being promoted to the next grade level where you will meet new challenges. 
New challenges bring new excitement and more opportunities to excel. I’m sure each of you is looking forward to those new challenges and new opportunities. As you look forward to these new experiences I want to encourage you to stay Focused. Focus is my favorite word to my honors students at the university. Focus will help you at each stage of your life as you prepare to enter new situation and face each new challenge. 

Even now, as 5th graders, you are preparing to become productive global citizens and future leaders. Every time you learn a new skill or expand your understanding you add to your tool kit for future experiences. If you enter into the 6th grade next year with the attitude of achieving excellence next year you will prepare yourself for middle school. Each day as you face life with an attitude of excellence you prepare for the next step in life. It’s like climbing a great staircase. Each step is a small step but when you add up the steps it becomes a grand, spiraling staircase to greater experiences. 

Those who excel in life experiences, whether planned or unplanned, become leaders to those around them. People look to someone of excellence of character as well as excellence of skill and talent to lead them. Not everyone possesses this excellence but you have already proven you have the foundation of excellence within you. 

Looking that far into the future may seem a bit much to you today. I don’t want to stand up here and bore you to death. I remember what it’s like to be in the 5th grade. You are looking at the upcoming summer, not the rest of your life. But, many great leaders began leading when they were your age. Some started out in some unlikely places. Some of you may be leading your speech contests while others are star athletes. Some may enjoy being a clown right now more than thinking about leading a country or corporation. But, it takes courage to be different. It takes courage to take a stand different than your peers. 

Here would be a good place to tell a short story of some of your students and where they came from to where they are today – possibly one or two that you have followed or know their history. 
I want to encourage each of you to focus on how you can excel in something you love. You don’t have to excel in predictable things. Character means to do your best at everything you do whether anyone is watching or not. But, whatever tasks you set out to do, do your best. Focus on how you can apply your unique skills and talents to that task. Anyone can do a so-so job. But, those who have a mindset of excellence will be treated with respect even if they aren’t the most skilled at that job. 
Excellence is more an attitude than a talent or skill. Many intelligent but unfocused individuals have failed at what they attempted because of that lack of focus. But, just as many people labeled “average” have excelled in the same area of expertise because they remained on target and pushed onward. You can do that. You can decide that whatever you put your efforts to you will do your very best and not settle for anything less. 

I want to let each and every one of you know just how proud I am of you and how proud your parents and teachers are of you. You have worked hard and accomplished so much. Today will be a day you will remember because of all the celebration. But, I want to encourage you to continue to focus and continue to strive for academic excellence as you move up to middle school and then high school. If you continue to achieve this academic excellence you will find continued rewards.

One day you will be considering going to college to further your education for whatever field you decide to work. If you decide to apply to my university for that higher education and you have continued goal of academic excellence you can look forward to the possibility of a full academic scholarship to the Honors Program. 

I am a firm believer in rewarding hard work but I also want you to make sure you have fun along the way. Balance your hard work with activities that you enjoy. Who knows, your career may even end up being in something you are both talented in but also something just plain fun. Whether you are business minded or athletic or artistic your academic achievements will aid you in the pursuit of your dreams. 

As you leave here today and begin your summer don’t forget the strides you have made and be proud of your accomplishments. Then, when you come back to school start where you left off and move upward and onward. You can accomplish just about anything when you set your mind to it with focus and determination. Your parents, teachers and other leaders stand with you. We want you to succeed and excel as much as you do. 
Have fun as you grow and let nothing stop you.

Thank you.

