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Moropane Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16494]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Dinky Moropane at the 55th birthday celebration for his wife, [NAME].

HELLO, EVERYBODY!  I’M SO VERY GRATEFUL THAT YOU WERE ALL ABLE TO JOIN US HERE ON THIS MOST AUSPICIOUS AND JOYOUS OCCASION — THE OCCASION OF MY WIFE, [NAME]’S 55TH BIRTHDAY.

NOW, [NAME] MORPANE IS A MOST REMARKABLE WOMEN, AND I COME HERE THIS EVENING TO SING HER PRAISES.  AND PERHAPS THE HIGHEST PRAISE I CAN GIVE HER — ASIDE FROM THE FACT THAT SHE’S AN ABSOLUTELY WONDERFUL WIFE AND MOTHER — IS THE FACT THAT SHE KNEW RIGHT FROM THE START OF OUR RELATIONSHIP THAT I’M AN AVID, AND THAT — AS A CONSQUENCE — SHE WAS A “WIDOW” BEFORE WE WERE EVEN MARRIED — A GOLF WIDOW, THAT IS.  AND, HAPPIEST OF HAPPIES, SHE DIDN’T MIND IT A BIT.  SOMEHOW SHE UNDERSTOOD INSTINCTIVELY THAT I NOT ONLY LOVED THE GAME OF GOLF, BUT THAT I NEEDED IT.  
IF THERE ARE ANY GOLFERS WITH US TODAY — AND I KNOW WHO YOU ARE! — YOU KNOW WHAT A TERRIFIC STRESS-RELIVER GOLF CAN BE.  THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT SMASHING A GOLF BALL WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT THAT’S DOWNRIGHT THERAPEUTIC.  AND [NAME] SEEMED TO UNDERSTAND THIS IN A MOST PROFOUND WAY, EVEN THOUGH SHE HERSELF DOESN’T PLAY.  THAT’S ONE OF THE REASONS I SO CHERISH [NAME], BECAUSE SHE “GET’S IT,” SHE UNDERSTANDS WHY I NEED TO PLAY.

NOW, HAVING SAID THAT, IT MUST ALSO BE SAID IN ALL HONESTY THAT [NAME] IS A QUITE POSSESSIVE WOMAN.  WHILE I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT SHE’S GOT ABSOLUTELY NO REASON TO DOUBT MY LOYALTY AND FIDELITY TO HER, SHE STILL MANAGES — AFTER, WHAT? [NO.] YEARS OF MARRIAGE — TO GET UPSET AND SULK AROUND THE HOUSE FOR DAYS IF I SHOULD EVER RETURN HOME A LITTLE TOO LATE FOR HER LIKING AFTER A NIGHT OUT WITH FRIENDS OR AT THE OFFICE.  AND GOD FORBID IF I HAPPEN TO GLANCE AT ANOTHER WOMAN WHILE WE’RE OUT TOGETHER AT OUR GYM!  TALK ABOUT JEALOUSY:  DO YOU KNOW THAT, SOON AFTER WE WERE MARRIED, SHE FOUND MY CELL PHONE AND DELETED ALL THE FEMALE NAMES FROM ITS DIRECTORY — INCLUDING A BUNCH OF MY BUSINESS ASSOCIATES AND OTHER COMMERCIAL CONTACTS!

[TO YOUR WIFE]  WELL, [NAME], I HOPE YOU’VE LEARNED BY NOW THAT YOU’VE GOT NOTHING TO WORRRY ABOUT WITH ME.  I LOVE YOU SO MUCH, AND THERE’S NOT ANOTHER WOMAN IN THIS WORLD I’D RATHER BE MARRIED TO, OR WHO COULD POSSIBLY MAKE ME HAPPIER THAN YOU DO.

YOU’RE EVERYTHING A MAN COULD ASK FOR.  YOU’RE A WONDERFUL HOUSEKEEPER AND A DUTIFUL WIFE.  YOU TOOK THE TIME AND TROUBLE TO VISIT MY LATE SISTER, [SISTER’S NAME] IN MY OLD VILLAGE TO LEARN HOW TO COOK SOME OF THE TRADITIONAL FOODS OF THE [NAME OF TRIBE/PEOPLE/SECT] PEOPLE THAT I LOVE.  NEEDLESS TO SAY, SHE COULD HAVE LIVED THE ENTIRE REST OF HER LIFE WITHOUT EVER TASTING [1ST TRADITIONAL FOOD], [2ND TRADITIONAL FOOD], OR [3RD TRAITIONAL FOOD].  BUT SHE KNEW THAT THESE WERE SOME OF MY ALL-TIME FAVORITE DISHES, AND SO SHE MASTERED THE ART OF COOKING THEM.  [TO YOUR WIFE] I CAN’T TELL YOU, [NAME], HOW MUCH THIS HAS MEANT TO ME!

WHAT ELSE CAN I TELL YOU ABOUT MY HEARTTHROB, [NAME]?  WELL, I CAN TELL YOU SHE’S GOT A BLACK BELT IN SHOPPING.  AS MUCH AS I LOVE TO GOLF, [NAME] LOVES TO SHOP.  WHENEVER WE TRAVEL OVERSEAS TOGETHER, WE SIMPLY GO OUR SEPARATE WAYS:  ME TO THE NEAREST PUB FOR A BEER OR TWO, AND [NAME] OFF TO THE NEAREST SHOPPING CENTER.  AND OF COURSE, LIKE ALL INVETERATE SHOPPERS, [NAME] NEVER USES A LIST.  WOMEN DON’T NEED LIST TO SHOP FOR THEMSELVES.  THEY ALWAYS KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY NEED AND — MORE IMPORTANTLY — WHAT THEY’VE SIMPLY GOT TO HAVE, DON’T’CHA KNOW? — ESPECIALLY IF IT’S SOMETHING THAT NONE OF HER FRIENDS HAS YET.  NEEDLESS TO SAY, I’VE LEARNED LONG SINCE THAT IT’S A LARGE AND DANGEROUS EERROR FOR ANY MAN TO GET IN THE WAY OF HUNGRY FEMALE SHOPPER ON SAFARI TO THE NEAREST SALE.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I DO MARVEL, [NAME], AT HOW WONDERFULLY YOU’RE ABLE TO AMBLE SO SEAMLESSLY AND EFFORTLESSLY BETWEEN THE MANY ROLES YOU’RE CALLED UPON TO  PLAY EVERY DAY — LOVING WIFE, MOTHER TO OUR [NUMBER OF GENER OF CHILDLREN], FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE AT [NAME OF HER PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT], AND WONDERFUL DINNER HOSTESS AND PARTY PLANNER.  YOU’VE GOT IT ALL, MY DARLING, AND I COULDN’T BE MORE GRATEFUL THAT YOU’VE MANAGED TO PUT UP WITH ME THESE LAST [NO.] YEARS.

I KNOW IT COULDN’T’VE BEEN EASY FOR YOU.  THERE WERE MANY OBSTACLES BEFORE AND AFTER OUR MARRIAGE.  THERE ALWAYS ARE WHEN TWO PEOPLE FROM DIFFERENT CULTURES TRY TO CARVE OUT A LIFE FOR THEMSELVES TOGETHER.  BUT SHE’S STOOD STRONG AGAINST ALL THE SOCIETAL PRESSURES AND FAMILY SUSPICIONS AIMED TOWARD US OVER THE YEARS, AND HER LOVE AND DEVOTION HAS NEVER FALTERED.  [NAME] HAS A BRAVE HEART AND AN IRON WILL — AND THESE ARE ONLY TWO OF THE MANY QUALITIES I ADMIRE ABOUT [NAME].

[TO YOUR WIFE] SO THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING, [NAME], FOR EVERYTHING YOU’VE GIVEN ME, FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING, AND FOR BEING THE BEST WIFE A MAN COULD EVER HOPE FOR.  YOUR LOVE MEANS THE WORLD TO ME, AND I HOPE ONLY THAT I HAVE BEEN, AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE, WORTHY OF IT.

THANK YOU.
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