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Remarks by Maid of Honor, Van Nguyen, on the occasion of the marriage of her cousin and dear friend, Nam Dinh.
_______________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]HELLO THERE, EVERYBODY.  I FEEL SO HONORED TO BE ASKED TO SAY A FEW WORDS HERE THIS [AFTERNOON/ EVENING] AT NAM AND TRI’S WEDDING, BUT TRULY, THIS IS A TRIPLE HONOR FOR ME.

THE FIRST HONOR IS THAT NOT ONLY IS NAM MY COUSIN, BUT SHE’S ALSO MY DEAR, DEAR FRIEND.  WE GREW UP TOGETHER, AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW, AND I CAN TELL YOU, WE’RE WAY MORE LIKE SISTERS THAN LIKE COUSINS.  SHE’S BEEN AN ABSOLUTE BLESSING IN MY LIFE.  WE’VE GONE THROUGH A LOT TOGETHER OVER THE LAST [NUMBER OF] YEARS, AND IT’S  BEEN A HUGE HONOR FOR ME TO HAVE SHARED SUCH A BIG PART OF MY LIFE WITH HER.

THEN, WHEN NAM ANNOUNCED THAT SHE WAS FINALLY GOING TO GET MARRIED TO TRI — THEY’D BEEN SEEING

EACH OTHER, LONG DISTANCE, FOR ABOUT [NUMBER OF] YEARS — AND SHE ASKED ME TO BE HER MAID OF HONOR, I FELT SO HAPPY AND BLESSED ALL OVER AGAIN.  AND SO THAT’S WHY I FEEL TRIPLY HONORED TONIGHT:  FIRST, TO BE NAM’S FRIEND . . . SECOND TO BE HER MAID OF HONOR . . . AND NOW TO BE ASKED TO SAY A FEW WORDS AT HER WEDDING.

 [PAUSE]

THERE ARE SO MANY WONDERFUL THINGS I COULD SAY ABOUT NAM, I HARDLY KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN.  THAT SHE IS GORGEOUS, ELEGANT, BEAUTIFUL AND CHIC GOES WITHOUT SAYING.  JUST LOOK AT THIS LOVELY BRIDE!  [GESTURING TO TRI] TRI, MY FRIEND, YOU’RE ONE LUCKY SON-OF-A-GUN TO HAVE WON THIS WONDERFUL WOMAN’S HEART!  BUT HERE’S THE THING:  THIS GORGEOUS WOMAN IS AS BEAUTIFUL ON THE INSIDE AS SHE ON THE OUTSIDE.  SHE IS LOVING AND CARING AND GIVING AND SENSITIVE AND SUPPORTIVE, AND

SHE’S ALWAYS BEEN THERE FOR ME, THROUGH ALL THE UPS AND DOWNS OF OUR LIVES.  SHE WAS AT MY BEDSIDE WHEN I GAVE BIRTH TO MY [SON/DAUGHTER], [NAME OF BABY], AND I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO BEING THERE WHEN YOU AND TRI HAVE KIDS.

NOW, TO BE PERFECLTY HONEST, I MUST TELL YOU THAT ONE OF THE MOST ENDEARING DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF NAM’S PERSONALITY IS HER SWEET TOOTH.  AND OH, WHAT A SWEET TOOTH IT IS — PARTICULARLY WHEN IT COMES TO CHOCOLATE!  NAM LOVES CHOCOLATE.  CHOCOLATE AND COFFEE.  IN FACT, WHEN THEY WERE DECIDING ON THE MENU FOR THIS [AFTERNOON’S/EVENING’S] FESTIVITIES, HERE’RE THE COURSES NAM HERSELF RECOMMENDED:

FOR THE APPETIZER:  RED VELVET CUPCAKES.
FOR THE MAIN COURSE:  CHOCOLATE ECLAIRS.
FOR SALAD:  COCOLATE MOUSSE.


AND FOR DESERT:  CHOCOLATE SHIP COOKIES, WASHED DOWN WITH SOME STRONG ESPRESSO COFFEE.

[PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER]

I’M KIDDING, OF COURSE — BUT I’D BET A DOLLAR TO A KRISPY KREME DONUT THAT SHE’D BE PERFECTLY HAPPY WITH A MENU JUST LIKE THAT!

AND THERE’S SOMETHING ELSE THAT NAM’S REALLY SWEET ON, AND THAT’S A ONE MISTER TRI DINH, HER NOW-HUSBAND.  HE IS, ACCORDING TO HER, THE SWEETEST MAN SHE’S EVER KNOWN, AND I CAN TELL YOU:  SHE LOOKS LIKE A KID IN A CANDY STORE WHENEVER SHE’S AROUND HIM.

BUT TRI’S A LOT MORE THAN SWEET.  HE’S CALM AND PATIENT AND OUTGOING, AND VERY HARDWORKING.  HE LOVES HIS FAMILY, AND HE’S A VERY FAMILY-ORIENTED MAN.  TRI LOVES NAM UNCONDITIONALLY AND IS TOTALLY

CONSIDERATE OF HER FEELINGS AND NEEDS.  AS IN THE CASE OF ALL TRUE LOVERS, TRI FEELS AND ACTS ALWAYS AS

IF NAM’S HAPPINESS AND WELL-BEING ARE EQUALLY IMPORTANT TO HIM AS HIS OWN.

I TRULY BELIEVE THAT THE MARRIAGE OF TRI AND NAM DINH, WAS A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN.  AND AS THE TWO DINH FAMILIES MERGE TOGETHER THRU THIS WEDDING IN THE VIETNAMESE TRADITION, I SEE A WONDERFUL FUTURE FOR BOTH OF THEM.  [IF YOU SPEAK VIETNAMESE:]  IN THE WORD’S OF AN OLD VIETNAMESE BLESSING:  "TRĂM NĂM HẠNH PHÚC,” WHICH MEANS, "MAY YOU FIND HAPPINESS FOR 100 YEARS".  [RAISING A GLASS]  SO LET’S ALL RAISE OUR GLASSES TO THE NEWLYWEDS, MR. AND MRS. DINH, AND LET US DRINK WITH CHEER TO LOVE AND LAUGHTER AND TO HAPPILY EVER AFTER.  I LOVE YOU GUYS FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART!

#  #  #
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