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Remarks by Mr. Henry Owens on the occasion of his retirement from the U.S. Navy.
________________________________________________________________

WELL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . SHIPMATES AND FRIENDS . . . AND MY DEAR, DEAR WIFE [FIRST NAME] AND OUR MOST PRECIOUS DAUGHTER [FIRST NAME] . . . IT’S SO GREAT THAT YOU’RE ALL WITH ME HERE [TODAY/TONIGHT].

AFTER 20 YEARS IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY, MY LAST DEPLOYMENT’S DONE, AND IT’S TIME FOR ME TO SWALLOW THE ANCHOR.  I’M VERY PROUD THAT I WAS ABLE TO SERVE MY COUNTRY WITH HONOR AND DEDICATION DURING THESE LAST 20 YEARS, AND I’M ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL FOR ALL THE NAVY’S GIVEN ME.  IT MADE A MAN OF ME, THAT’S FOR SURE,  AND — MAYBE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT — IT TAUGHT ME THE TRUE MEANING OF TEAMWORK.  FOR ON EVERY BOAT I EVER SERVED ON, ON EVERY DEPLOYMENT I WAS EVER SENT ON, I DISCOVERED HOW TOTALLY DEPENDENT EACH MEMBER OF A SHIP’S CREW IS ON ONE ANOTHER.  I LEARNED THAT WHENEVER A NAVY MAN SAYS THE WORD “SHIPMATE,” IT MEANS A HELLUVA LOT MORE THAN JUST “FRIEND.”  IT MEANS A TRUE COMRADE IN ARMS, SOMEONE YOU CAN ABSOLUTELY COUNT ON TO HAVE YOUR BACK IF THE GOING GETS 



ROUGH, SOMEONE WHO’LL SAVE YOUR LIFE EVEN IF IT MEANS GIVING UP HIS OWN.  SO TO ALL YOU SHIPMATES OUT THERE WHO’RE WITH ME [TODAY/TONIGHT] . . . [GIVE A NAVAL SALUTE] . . . I SALUTE YOU, AND I THANK YOU!

NOW YOU KNOW, I BEGAN MY NAVAL CAREER BACK IN 1996 AS A SWABBIE ON THE [NAME OF FIRST SHIP].  I CAN REMEMBER IT LIKE IT WAS YESTERDAY, LIKE I SUPPOSE EVERY SAILOR DOES HIS FIRST DEPLOYMENT AT SEA.  THERE I WAS, PART OF THE DECK CREW, AND WE WERE WORKING OUR BUTTS OFF DAY AFTER DAY, AND I CAN TELL YOU THE DAYS DIDN’T PASS QUICKLY.  MONDAY . . . TUESDAY . . . WEDNESAY . . . WATCH AFTER WATCH . . . AND MAN:  I JUST COULDN’T WAIT TIL FRIDAY CAME AROUND AND WE COULD TAKE THE WEEKEND OFF.  BUT OF COURSE, AS I QUICKLY LEARNED, ON A NAVAL VESSEL, FRIDAY NEVER COMES, AND THERE ARE NO WEEKENDS OFF.  LIKE THE SEA ITSELF, THE WORK ON BOARD A SHIP IS VAST AND ENDLESS, AND THAT, MY FRIENDS, WAS THEN THIS LANDLUBBER BECAME A SAILOR.

SINCE THAT FIRST TRAINING DEPLOYMENT, I’VE HAD MANY OTHERS.  YOU REMEMBER THOSE OLD NAVY COMMERCIALS WHERE THEY SAID, “JOIN THE NAVY AND SEE THE WORLD”?  WELL . . . THEY WEREN’T KIDDING.  IN MY 20 YEARS IN THE NAVY I TRULY HAVE SEEN THE 



WORLD, OR A DAMNED GOOD PART OF IT, ANYWAY.  MY DEPLOYMENTS HAVE TAKEN ME TO [LIST ALL THE PORTS OF CALL YOU VISITED AS A SAILOR].  THE U.S. NAVY’S A DAMNED FINE TRAVEL AGENCY, I CAN TELL YOU!

OF COURSE, THERE WAS ALSO A DARKER SIDE TO THAT COIN, AS WELL, ESPECIALLY AFTER [WIFE’S FIRST NAME] DECIDED IN SOME FIT OF INSANITY TO BECOME MY WIFE.  AS EVERY MILITARY MAN KNOWS IN EVERY BRANCH OF SERVICE, IT’S NOT JUST YOU WHO’RE SERVING YOUR COUNTRY, BUT YOUR FAMILY AS WELL.  AS YOU’RE OFF SEEING THE WORLD, SOMETIMES FOR MONTHS AND MONTHS AT A TIME, THE WIFE AND KIDS ARE THERE AT HOME, WITH THE WIFE HAVING TO TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING — THE BILLS, THE HOUSE, THE KIDS . . . EVERYTHING YOU’D BE HELPING WITH IF YOU WERE THERE.  

I MET [WIFE’S FIRST NAME]  IN [YEAR], WHEN WE [CIRCUMSTANCES OF YOUR FIRST MEETING].  WE GOT MARRIED AT [PLACE OF WEDDING] IN [YEAR OF MARRIAGE], SO WE’VE BEEN MARRIED NOW FOR [NO. OF YEARS].  OUR PRECIOUS LITTLE [FIRST NAME OF DAUGHTER] WAS BORN WHEN I WAS STATIONED AT THE [NAME OF NAVEL BASE] IN SAN DIEGO, WHICH WAS ONE OF MY LAST DEPLOYMENTS.  AND THE NAVY ALSO GAVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN MY ASSOCIATES DEGREE IN [FIELD] THERE, WHICH I COMPLETED IN [YEAR].


BUT THERE WERE OTHER DEPLOYMENTS AFTER SAN DIEGO, AND ONCE AGAIN, [WIFE] WAS STUCK AT HOME.  [TOWARD YOUR WIFE]  DARLING, I’M SO GRATEFUL FOR YOUR LOVE AND YOUR SACRIFICE AND YOUR COURAGE WHILE DADDY WAS OUT AT SEA ROAMING THE WOLD.  I CAN ONLY IMAGINE HOW DIFFICULT IT MUST’VE BEEN FOR YOU AT TIMES, ESPECIALLY WHEN [DAUGHTER] WAS ILL OR HAVING TROUBLES OR WHATEVER.  AND FOR ALL THAT . . . FOR ALL THAT LOVE AND SCRIFICE AND COURAGE . . . [GIVE A NAVAL SALUTE] . . . I SALUTE YOU, TOO, AND I THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART [THROW HER A KISS].

I’VE HAD A WONDERFUL CAREER IN THE NAVY, AND I’M GLAD I CHOSE IT.  AND TO MY SHIPMATES OUT THERE WHO’RE STILL DECIDING WHAT YOUR FUTURE COURSE MIGHT BE, I CAN TELL YOU THAT YOU COULD DO A LOT WORSE THAN MAKING YOUR CAREER IN THE NAVY.  BUT WHETHER YOU DECIDE TO STAY IN, LIKE I DID, OR LEAVE WHEN YOUR PRESENT TOUR IS OVER, I HOPE YOU’LL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL THE WONDERFUL THINGS THE NAVY HAS TO OFFER.

AS FOR ME, I CAN’T TELL YOU FOR SURE WHAT I’M GONNA DO WITH MY LIFE NEXT, ALTHOUGH I DO KNOW IT’S GONNA INVOLVE SPENDING A HELLUVA LOT MORE TIME WITH [NAME OF WIFE AND DAUGHTER].  WE’VE GOT A LOT OF CATCHING UP TO DO.  BUT LET ME END THIS LITTLE SPEECH WITH A STORY I THINK YOU’LL ENJOY.


A GUY NAMED CHARLEY WAS NEWLY RETIRED AND, AS A WAY TO FILL UP PART OF HIS DAYS, HE DECIDED TO BECOME A GREETER AT A WALMART STORE.  BUT IT TURNED OUT THAT CHARLIE JUST COULDN'T SEEM TO GET TO WORK ON TIME.  EVERY DAY HE WAS 5, 10, 15 MINUTES LATE.  BUT HE WAS A GOOD WORKER, REALLY TIDY, CLEAN-SHAVEN, SHARP-MINDED, AND A REAL CREDIT TO THE COMPANY, AND MOREOVER HE CERTAINLY HELPED WALMART MEET ITS "OLDER PERSON FRIENDLY" POLICY.

WELL, AFTER A WEEK OR TWO OF CHARLIE’S CONSTANT TARDINESS, THE BOSS CALLED HIM INTO THE OFFICE FOR A TALK.

"CHARLEY,” THE BOSS SAID, “I HAVE TO TELL YOU, I LIKE YOUR WORK ETHIC, YOU DO A BANG-UP JOB WHEN YOU FINALLY GET HERE; BUT YOUR BEING LATE SO OFTEN IS QUITE BOTHERSOME TO ME."

"YES, I KNOW BOSS,” CHARLIE SAID, “AND I AM WORKING ON IT."

"WELL GOOD,” SAID HIS BOSS, “YOU’RE A REAL TEAM PLAYER. THAT'S WHAT I LIKE TO HEAR”.

“YES SIR,” CHARLIE REPLIED.   “I UNDERSTAND YOUR CONCERN AND I WILL TRY HARDER”.


SEEMING A BIT PUZZLED, THE MANAGER WENT ON TO COMMENT, “I KNOW YOU'RE RETIRED FROM THE ARMED FORCES, CHARLIE, SO WHAT DID THEY SAY TO YOU THERE IF YOU SHOWED UP IN THE MORNING LATE SO OFTEN?"

CHARLIE LOOKED DOWN AT THE FLOOR, THEN SMILED AND CHUCKLED QUIETLY AS HE ANSWERED THE BOSS’S QUESTION.  “WELL SIR,” HE REPLIED, “THEY USUALLY SALUTED ME AND SAID, ‘GOOD MORNING, ADMIRAL, WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR MORNING COFFEE, NOW, SIR?’ “

[PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER]

THANKS FOR LISTENING.


#  #  #
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