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Paje Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16177]
____________________________________________________________
Script for Jean Paje’s eulogy honoring her grandmother [name].

GRANDMA [FIRST NAME] WAS MY HERO.

WHEN I WAS A BABY, I APPARENTLY GOT SO SICK THAT EVERYONE IN THE FAMILY WAS AFRAID I WOULDN’T MAKE IT.  BUT NOT GRANDMA [NAME].  SHE SIMPLY SWADDLED ME IN A BLANKET, CARRIED ME OUT TO HER CAR, AND DROVE ME TO QUIAPO CHURCH — THE OLDEST CHURCH IN ALL OF MANILA.  THERE, WITH MY OTHER GRANDMA, GRANDMA LAZARA, BY HER SIDE, SHE KNELT AND PRAYED TO OUR LADY OF REMEDIES TO RETURN ME TO GOOD HEALTH.

OBVIOUSLY, IT WORKED!

NOW OF COURSE, IT WASN’T UNTIL MUCH LATER THAT I BECAME AWARE OF THIS STORY, AND BY THAT TIME, GRANDMA [NAME] HAD BECOME A SECOND MOTHER TO ME, PITCHING IN TO HELP OUR MOTHER COPE WITH SIX KIDS AND THE FREQUENT ABSENCES OF A HUSBAND WHO, AS A NAVY MAN, WAS OFTEN ON DEPLOYMENT IN ONE TROUBLED CORNER OF THE GLOBE OR OTHER.  I KNOW THAT I WISHED BACK THEN THAT HE COULD’VE BEEN WITH US MORE.  BUT, IN SPITE OF THESE HARDSHIPS, MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND I NEVER WANTED FOR LOVE, NEVER WANTED FOR LOVE AND ENCOURAGEMENT, NEVER WANTED FOR SUPPORT.

GRANDMA [NAME] WAS ONE OF THE MOST LOVING AND CARING AND GENEROUS PEOPLE I’VE EVER KNOWN.  HER LOVE OF FAMILY WAS EQUALLED ONLY BY HER LOVE OF GOD.  HERE ON EARTH, HER FAMILY WAS EVERYTHING, AND SHE SPENT THE BETTER PART OF HER LIFE BABYSITTING HER [NO.] GRANDCHILDREN AND GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN.  SHE ALWAYS MADE SURE TO WEAR AT LEAST ONE GARMENT WITH POCKETS IN IT TO HOLD THE MONEY THAT SHE’D DOLE OUT TO US WITH THE GAY ABANDON OF A ROCKEFELLER.  I THINK SHE KNEW THAT SHE WAS SPOILING US TERRIBLY, BUT SHE DIDN’T CARE.  SHE KNEW THAT SPOILING GRANDKIDS WAS HER JOB.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOW, GIVEN THE FACT THAT GRANDMA [NAME] DIED AT THE AGE OF 101, IT’S NOT AT ALL SURPRISING THAT SHE COULD BE SOMEWHAT OLD-FASHIONED.  I MEAN, WHAT WOMAN IN THIS DAY AND AGE WEARS A HOUSEDRESS, EARINGS, AND A NECKLACE JUST TO DO HOUSEWORK?  BUT THAT WAS GRANDMA [NAME].  AND EVEN AS SHE ENTERED HER GOLDEN YEARS, SHE NEVER LET HERSELF GO.  SHE TOOK CARE OF HERSELF UNTIL SHE WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO DO SO.  BUT EVEN IN HER WANING YEARS, SHE’D ALWAYS MAKE SURE TO APPLY HER SCENTED [FACE/BODY] POWDER BOTH IN THE MORNING AND AT BEDTIME.  HER OTHER BEAUTY SECRET WAS THE LIBERAL APPLICATION OF OIL OF OLAY TO HER FACE.  WHEN DEMENTIA STARTED SAPPING HER MIND, SHE STARTED CALLING IT “OIL OF DELAY,” AND I WONDER IF THAT MALAPROPISM WASN’T A KIND OF UNCONSCIOUS ATTEMPT TO STAVE OFF THE INEVITABLE.

OF COURSE, HER “OIL OF DELAY” ULTIMATELY FAILED IN THAT PARTICULAR MISSION, AND SHE SPENT THE LAST FEW YEARS OF HER LIFE IN A NURSING HOME.  BECAUSE OF A NUMBER OF FACTORS, I WAS PRIVILEGED TO BE GRANDMA [NAME]’S PRINCIPAL FAMILY CAREGIVER UNTIL HER DEATH.  THIS CHANCE TO TAKE CARE OF THE WOMAN WHO’D GIVEN ME AND MY SIBLINGS AND ALL HER GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN SO MUCH LOVE, SO MUCH CARE, AND SO MUCH FAITH FOR SO MANY YEARS, WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST BLESSINGS IN MY LIFE, AND I THANK GOD FOR IT.

SO LET ME OFFER THIS PRAYER, IN WHICH I HOPE YOU’LL ALL JOIN ME:

DEAR GOD IN HEAVEN, PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR LOVING DAUGHTER, [GRANDMA’S FULL NAME].  ENFOLD HER SOUL IN YOUR LOVING GRACE, AND KEEP HER FOREVER AT PEACE.  KNOW THAT SHE KEPT THE FAITH TO THE VERY END, AND PRAISED THY NAME ALWAYS, IN BOTH WORD AND DEED.  AND PLEASE HELP ALL OF US WHOSE LIVES SHE ENRICHED REMEMBER HER WITH LOVE AND COMPASSION ALWAYS.  AMEN.

#  #  #
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