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Patel Speech  [No. 15893]
_______________________________________________________
“Stump” speech for Dhru Patel in support of his candidacy to become the 2017 national president of DECA.

[REMOVE A “SCRIPT” FROM A JACKET POCKET OR FOLDER.]
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, TODAY I WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE MY CANDIDACY FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STA---

OOPS . . . [PUT THE “SCRIPT” BACK WHENCE YOU’D TAKEN IT.] . . . WRONG SPEECH — SORRY!  [WAIT FOR LAUGH; AS YOU TAKE OUT YOUR REAL SCRIPT, CLEAR YOUR THROAT, AND CONTINUE.]  TODAY I WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE MY CANDIDACY TO BECOME THE 2017 PRESIDENT OF DECA.  THIS IS A LOFTY GOAL, AND SO I MAKE THIS ANNOUNCEMENT WITH GREAT HUMILITY AND YET WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE, AS WELL.

NOW, WHEN I TOLD MY [CHOSE ONE:  FOLKS/BROTHER/ SISTER/FATHER/MOTHER] THAT I WAS GOING TO THROW MY HAT INTO THE RING FOR THIS POSITION, THE RESPONSE I GOT WAS A RESOUNDING, “ARE YOU CRAZY??!!?”
“HAVEN’T YOU ALREADY DONE ENOUGH FOR THIS ORGANIZA-TION,” [THEY/HE/SHE] ASKED?  “AFTER ALL, HAVEN’T YOU GIVEN THREE YEARS OF YOUR LIFE TO THIS OUTFIT?  ISN’T IT ENOUGH THAT YOU’VE BEEN AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF DECA SINCE 2014 . . . THAT YOU’VE DEDICATED COUNTLESS HOURS OF YOUR TIME TO THIS ORGANIZATION IN A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT ROLES?  ISN’T ENOUGH THAT YOU’VE SERVED AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER AS VP OF MANAGEMENT, VP OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT, AND VP OF COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE [NAME] CHAPTER?  ISN’T ENOUGH THAT YOU SERVED AS THE OREGON DECA REPRESENTATIVE AT THE INTERNA-TIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE AND THE PARADE OF FLAGS LAST YEAR?  ISN’T ENOUGH THAT YOU’VE LOGGED MORE THAN [ESTIMATE THE NUMBER] HOURS DRIVING AND FLYING AROUND THE NORTHWEST HELPING TO PROMOTE DECA’S PROGRAMS AND STRENGTHEN LOCAL DECA CHAPTERS?”




“ISN’T THAT ENOUGH FOR YOU ALREADY?”  HAVEN’T YOU ALREADY DONE YOUR SHARE?”

AND MY ANSWER TO THEM WAS, “NO . . . NOT BY A LONG SHOT!”

I TOLD [THEM/HIM/ HER] THAT I WANTED TO DO MORE . . . THAT I BELIEVED IN MY HEART AND SOUL IN BOTH THE VALUE AND THE VALUES OF THIS UNIQUE ORGANIZATION . . . AND THAT I FELT THAT I COULD CONTRIBUTE EVEN MORE TO IT AS A NATIONAL OFFICER.

YOU KNOW, ONE OF THE THINGS I VALUE MOST ABOUT OUR WONDERFUL ORGANIZATION IS ITS COMMITMENT TO THE IDEA THAT NOTHING GOOD REMAINS GOOD UNLESS IT’S CONSTANTLY BEING IMPROVED.  CONTINUOUS IMPROVE-MENT HAS BEEN — FROM ITS VERY BEGINNINGS — ONE OF THE HALLMARKS OF THIS ORGANIZATION, AS IT’S CONSTANT-LY REFINED ITS VISION AND TWEAKED ITS PROGRAMMING TO 


MEET BOTH THE NEEDS AND THE CHALLENGES OF A RAPIDLY-CHANGING WORLD.

AS PRESIDENT, MY GOAL WILL BE TO SUSTAIN AND FACILI-TATE THIS PROCESS OF CONTINOUS IMPROVEMENT, TO BUILD ON WHAT WE’VE ACCOMPLISHED, AND TO HELP OUR ORGANIZATION TRANSITION EFFECTIVELY FROM OUR VISION STATEMENT OF 2017 AND MOVE TOWARD CREATING AND IMPLEMENTING A MISSION PLAN FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.

THERE ARE SO MANY AREAS IN WHICH I THINK WE AS AN ORGANIZATION COULD MAKE THE GOOD BETTER.

I FEEL THAT WE COULD IMPROVE COMMUNICATIONS ALL ACROSS THE BOARD, CHAPTER TO CHAPTER, REGION TO REGION, NATIONAL TO CHAPTER, AND SO ON.  I THINK THAT THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE ABOUT THE WAY WE GO ABOUT SHARING BEST PRACTICES AND INNOVATIVE PROGRAMMING AMONG OUR CHAPTERS.  ENHANCING AWARENESS OF THE IMPACT PROGRAM AMONG DECA CHAPTERS AND REGIONS WOULD BE ONE EXAMPLE OF THIS.
I THINK WE COULD MAKE BETTER USE OF MODERN TECHNOL-OGIES IN THIS REGARD, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO INTERACTIVE VIDEO CONFERENCING AND A MORE ROBUST PROGRAM OF WEB-BASED INFORMATIONAL UPDATES, TRAIN-ING PROGRAMS, AND MEMBER FEEDBACK.

I’D ALSO LIKE SEE HOW WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO IMPROVE OUR MEMBER-RECRUITMENT EFFORTS THROUGHOUT THE COUN-TRY, AND BECOME MORE EFFECTIVE AT PROMOTING THE AD-VANTAGES AND BENEFITS OF DECA MEMBERSHIP TO STUDENTS AT ALL LEVELS, COAST TO COAST.

AND OF COURSE, WE’VE GOT TO CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN, AND EVEN TO ENHANCE, OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR PATRONS IN WASHINGTON.  WITH A NEW ADMINISTRATION TAKING THE REINS OF GOVERNMENT, I THINK THIS RELATION-SHIP-BUILDING WILL BE OF ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL IMPOR-TANCE TO US OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, AND WE CAN-NOT AFFORD TO NEGLECT IT.


THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THINGS I’D LIKE TO SPEARHEAD AS YOUR NEW NATIONAL PRESIDENT.  WILL I BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH AN AMBITIOUS AGENDA IN A SINGLE YEAR’S TIME?  I DON’T KNOW . . . I HOPE SO.  BUT I’M ALSO A REALIST, AND I KNOW THAT CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT IS NOT ALWAYS AN EASY THING TO ACHIEVE, ESPECIALLY IN THE SHORT RUN.

BUT I’M PREPARED TO TRY.  YOU MIGHT SAY THAT I’VE BEEN PREPARING FOR THIS ROLE FOR FOUR YEARS NOW, AND I BELIEVE I HAVE THE ENERGY, VISION, AND ORGANIZATIONAL KNOWLEDGE TO SUCCESSFUL FULFILL THE DUTIES OF DECA’S PRESIDENT AND TO TACKLE A VERY AGGRESSIVE PROGRAM OF CONTINOUS IMPROVEMENT AT ALL LEVELS OF OUR ORGANIZATION.

[bookmark: _GoBack]IN ANY CASE, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT — WERE YOU TO ELECT ME AS YOUR PRESIDENT — I’D PLAN ON TAKING AN ENTIRE YEAR OFF FROM MY EDUCATION IN ORDER TO 


DEVOTE ALL OF MY TIME, ALL OF MY EFFORT, AND THE FULL COMMITMENT OF MY HEART AND SOUL TO THIS JOB.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.


#  #  #
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