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Perry Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16479]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Sean Perry upon receiving the “Unsung Community Hero” award from the Downtown Clusters Geriatric Day Care Center.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN . . . [NAMES/TITLES OF OTHER DISTIN-GUISHED GUESTS] . . . AND ESPECIALLY TO YOU, THOMYE CAVE, FOR THAT VERY KIND INTRODUCTION . . .

I’M BOTH HONORED AND HUMBLED TO BE THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT OF THE CLUSTERS CENTER’S “UNSUNG COMMUNITY HERO” AWARD, BUT I MUST TELL YOU IN ALL HONESTY THAT HAVING MY NAME ON ANY AWARD RIGHT NEXT TO THE WORD “HERO” FEELS A LITTLE STRANGE TO ME.  I DON’T THINK OF MYSELF A HERO AT ALL.  SOME OF THE MEN I SERVED WITH IN THE [UNIT] OF THE AIR FORCE, AND OTHER SOLDIERS I KNEW IN MY 20-ODD YEARS OF MILITARY SERVICE, WERE HEROS.  THOSE WHO GAVE, AS LINCOLN SAID, “THE LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION” — THESE WERE HEROS.  THEY SAW WHAT HAD TO BE DONE AND THEY DID IT.  
UNDER FIRE . . . AT HUGE PERSONAL RISK . . . AND TOO OFTEN AT THE COST OF THEIR OWN LIVES.
SO NO . . . WITH ALL DUE RESPECT AND THE DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR THE RECOGNITION . . . I AM NOT A HERO.  “UNSUNG,” MAYBE — AT LEAST UP UNTIL NOW; BUT NOT A HERO.

WHAT I DO SHARE WITH A LOT OF TRUE HEROS, PERHAPS, IS THE VISION TO SEE CLEARLY WHAT NEEDED TO BE DONE, AND THEN DOING WHAT I COULD TO SEE THAT IT GETS DONE.

FIVE YEARS AGO, AS THE CALENDAR OF MY LIFE FLIPPED INTO ITS SECOND HALF-CENTURY, I BEGAN BECOMING A LOT MORE AWARE THAN EVER I WAS AS A “YOUNG” MAN OF THE UNIQUE AND INEXORABLE AND IMPOSSIBLY DAUNTING CHALLENGES OF GETTING OLD IN THIS COUNTRY.  AS MANY HAVE OBSERVERED BEFORE ME, “GROWING OLD AIN’T FOR THE TIMID.”  ESPECIALLY IF YOU’RE GROWING OLD IN A LESS-PRIVILEDGED, UNDERSEVED PART OF TOWN.  ESPECIALLY FOR THE ELDERLY POOR, GROWING OLD’S REALLY KIND OF A BITCH.


HOWEVER, IT’S NOT THAT THERE WEREN’T ANY SENIOR SERVICES AVAILABLE.  I FOUND OUT THAT THERE WERE ACTUALLY QUITE A LOT OF AGENCIES OUT THERE OFFERING HELP TO THE AGING.  BUT THERE DIDN’T SEEM TO BE ANY SINGLE PLACE — NO CENTRAL CLEARINGHOUSE OR “PORTAL” — THROUGH WHICH SENIORS COULD GET INFORMATION ABOUT ALL THE SERVICES AND RESOURCES THEY MIGHT BE ELIGIBLE FOR . . . HOW THEY SHOULD ACCESS THESE SERVICES . . . HOW THEY COULD FIND USEFUL AND UNBIASED INFORMATION ABOUT THEIR HEALTHCARE OPTIONS . . . AND GENERALLY HOW TO KEEP ABREAST OF DEVELOPMENTS IN SENIOR HEALTHCARE THROUGHOUT THE METRO D.C. AREA.

THAT’S WHY I STARTED THE SENIOR ZONE RADIO PROGRAM ON WYCB-AM, AS AN ACCESSABLE AND EMPATHIC RADIO VOICE OF REVERENCE, CARE, AND ADVOCACY FOR THOSE IN THE TWILIGHT OF THEIR LIVES.  AND NO . . . I DIDN’T HAVE AN OUNCE OF BROADCASTING EXPERIENCE IN MY LIFE UP TO THAT POINT.  WHAT I KNEW WAS MILITARY SERVICE AND INSURANCE SALES, NOT RADIO.  BUT GOD GAVE ME WONDERFUL TEACHERS, GREAT SPONSORS AND PARTNERS, AND AN[A] ABSOLUTELY [HELLUVA] TERRIFIC AUDIENCE.  SO ALL Y’ALL HERE, AND ALL OF OUR LISTENERS OUT IN RADIOLAND, HAVE AS MUCH TITLE TO THIS AWARD AS I HAVE!

WHICH IS PRECISELY WHY I’M HEREBY INVITING YOU — ALL OF YOU . . . HERE IN THE LIVE AUDIENCE AND EVERYONE AT HOME — TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP WITH ME AND HELP ME LAUNCH A NEW AGE OF AWARENESS, A NEW AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT, A NEW AGE OF REVERANCE FOR OUR ELDERS.

LET US DEDICATE OURSELVES TO A TWO-PART MISSION OF, ONE, FINDING BETTER WAYS TO CARE FOR THOSE OF OUR SENIOR CITIZENS WHO REALLY CAN’T TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES; AND THEN NUMBER TWO, FINDING MORE WAYS TO HELP THE HAPPY, HALE, AND HARDY SENIORS IN OUR COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTE TO OUR COMMUNITY IN USEFUL, MEANINGFUL WAYS — TO HELP THEM STILL TO BE PRODUCTIVE, AND MAYBE EVEN EARN A FEW BUCKS INTO THE BARGAIN.

FIRST AND FOREMOST, WE’VE GOTTA TAKE CARE OF OUR SENIOR VETERANS.  NO . . . THEIR LIVES AND LIMBS AREN’T INHERENTLY MORE VALUABLE THAN ANYONE ELSE’S LIVES AND LIMBS; BUT THOSE VETERANS GAVE THEIR LIVES AND LIMBS FOR OUR FREEDOM AND THE LIBERTIES WE ALL CHERISH.  I THINK THEY DESERVE TOP PRIORITY.  I ONLY HOPE AND PRAY THAT THE SCANDALS IN WHICH THE V.A. WAS SO RECENTLY EMMBROILED ARE WELL IN THE PAST, AS ARE THE UNCONSCIONABLE WAITING PERIODS THAT WOUNDED VETERANS NEEDING URGENT CARE HAVE HAD TO ENDURE ROUTINELY AT THE HANDS OF THE VETEARANS ADMINISTRATION.

WE’VE ALSO GOT TO DO BETTER COLLECTIVELY IN KEEPING OUR ELDERLY POOR OFF THE MERRY-GO-ROUND OF EMERGENCY ADMISSIONS, MINOR CRIMES, SLUMMING ON THE STREET, AND ENDING UP BACK IN JAIL.  EVERY CAREGIVER, EVERY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, EVERY PRISON OFFICIAL, EVERY PAROLE OFFICER, IS WELL AWARE THAT THIS MERRY-GO-ROUND IS A FACT OF LIVING IN OUR CITY TODAY, AND IN CITIES ALL OVER AMERICA, FOR THAT MATTER.  AND SO ALL I CAN DO IS ASK — TO BORROW A QUOTE:  WHEN ARE WE GONNA STOP THIS INSANITY??!!

WELL, NONE OF US HERE, EITHER AS INDIVIDUALS OR AS PART OF A HELPING OR CAREGIVING ORGANIZATION, CAN STOP THIS SHAMEFULL MADNES.  NOT ON OUR OWN, ANYWAY; AND I’M NOT EVEN SURE, TO BEGIN WITH, THAT MEANINGFUL REFORM OF ELDER SERVICES TO THE POOR IS WITHIN THE REACH OF ANY SINGLE COMMUNITY, SINCE THE FUNDING FOR MOST OF THESE SERVICES ULTIMATELY COMES DOWN FROM THE FEDS.  WE CAN MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD, WHENEVER THERE MIGHT BE SOMEBODY LISTENING.  BUT BEYOND THAT . . . I DUNNO . . .


BUT I THINK THERE’S CERTAINLY ONE AREA IN WHICH EVERYONE IN OUR COMMUNITY CAN BE DIRECTLY INSTRUMENTAL IN LAUNCH ING A “NEW AGE OF REVERANCE FOR THE ELDERLY” — AND THAT IS VERY SIMPLY TO . . . JOIN MY CAMPAIGN TO:  “HIRE A GEEZER!”

THAT’S RIGHT; YOU HEARD ME:  HIRE A GEEZER.  HIRE AN OLD PERSON.  AS LONG AS THE GEEZER’S NOT A WHEEZER, HIRE SOMEONE WHO KNOWS A THING OR TWO, SOMEONE WHO’S BEEN THERE AND DONE THAT — AROUND THE BLOCK A COUPLE OF TIMES, AT LEAST.  SOME-ONE WHO DOESN’T HAVE TO BE TAUGHT EITHER COURTESY OR SIMPLE MATH.  SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T REQUIRE MANY PERKS AND WHO’LL WORK FOR PEANUTS.  WHAT’S NOT TO LIKE IN THIS KIND OF HIRE?

BUT WAIT — AS THOSE T.V. COMMERCIALS SAY — THERE’S MORE!

SENIORS MAKE GREAT MENTORS, BECAUSE SMART SENIORS, WHO’VE BEEN THERE AND DONE THAT, VERY OFTEN LIKE TO SHARE THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE TO HELP SHAPE THE NEXT GENERATION OF PROFESSIONALS IN THEIR FIELDS.  WHY DO WE THROW ALL THIS HARD-EARNED KNOWLEDGE AWAY?  HIRE A GEEZER!  A GEEZER’S EXPERTISE IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE!

SENIORS ARE GOOD ROLE MODELS, TOO.  WHETHER THEY’RE PART-TIMERS, FULL-TIME STAFFTERS, OR OUTSIDE CONSUL-TANTS, OLDER WORKERS TEND TO BE HARD WORKERS — PARTLY BECAUSE THAT’S THE ONLY WAY MOST OF ‘EM KNOW, AND PARTLY JUST TO SHOW THE YOUNGER GUYS THEY’VE STILL GOT IT.  LOOKING FOR A MORALE BOOSTER, A BEHAVIOR MODELER, A MOTIVATOR?  I’M TELLIN’ YA:  HIRE A GEEZER!

SENIORS WHO’VE WORKED IN THE BUSINESS WORLD HAVE SEEN, DEALT WITH, AND SOMETIMES FOUND THEMSELVES IN THE MIDDLE OF, ALL MANNER OF PERSONALITY CONFLICTS, TURF WARS, JURISTICTIONAL BATTLES, AND INTELLECTUAL SKIRMISHES.  SOME OF THOSE OLD PROS WHO SURVIVED THE CORPORATE WARS OFTEN TURN OUT TO BE PRETTY GOOD PEACEMAKERS, WITH AN ALMOST MAGICAL ABILITY TO SMOOTH THE WATERS IN ANY TYPE OF CONFRONTATIONAL SITUATION — OFTEN WITH NO BLOOSHED AT ALL!  SO WHEN YOU NEED A BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATERS, I’M TELLIN’ YA:  HIRE A GEEZER!

[bookmark: _GoBack]LET’S LAUNCH A NEW AGE OF REVERANCE FOR SENIORS BY FINDING THEM MEANINGFUL WORK TO DO . . . DIGNIFIED AND UPLIFTING WORK . . .USEFUL AND PRODUCTIVE WORK.  WE OWE IT TO THEM.  WE OWE IT TO OURSELVES.  WE OWE IT TO HISTORY.

LET ME CLOSE BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE FACT THAT THE UNSUNG HERO AWARD YOU’RE BESTOWING ON ME TONIGHT IS VERY TRULY A GROUP AWARD.  THAT GROUP CONSISTS, FIRST AND FOREMOST, OF THE MOST WONDERFUL AND SUPPORTIVE FAMILY A MAN COULD EVER PRAY FOR:  [FIRST NAME], MY WIFE; MY KIDS, [NAMES]; AND OF COURSE GRAMMA [YOUR MOTHER’S NAME].  [TO YOUR FAMILY]  THANKS FOR EVERYTHING, YOU GUYS!

[ADD APPPROPRIATE THANK-YOU’S AND SHOUT-OUTS AS REQUIRED, BEING AS SPECIFIC ABOUT THEIR RESPECTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO YOU AND/OR THE RADIO SHOW, ETC., AS POSSIBLE.]  WITHOUT YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT, THE SENIOR ZONE COULD NEVER HAVE ACHIEVED THE SUCCESS AND RECOGNITION IT HAS IN THE COMMUNITY.  I LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUING OUR WORK TOGETHER IN SERVING SENIOR CITIZENS THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN AREA, AND IN MAKING A NEW AGE OF REVERANCE FOR THE ELDERLY A REALITY, AT LEAST IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

AND WITH THAT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ALL I CAN SAY ONCE AGAIN IS . . . THANK YOU; THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART FOR THIS TERRIFIC HONOR.
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