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Remarks by Mr. Carl Rookuizen at the wedding of his son, Dereck.

GOOD AFTERNOON, EVERYBODY.  AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, I’M CARL ROOKUIZEN, AND I’M THE PROUD AND BEAMING FATHER OF [POINTING TO DERECK] THAT HANDSOME YOUNG MAN OVER THERE, MY SON, DERECK.  AND I’M THE EQUALLY-PROUD FATHER-IN-LAW OF THE SWEET AND LOVELY, SALINA MCMANN, WHO I CAN ASSURE YOU IS AS BEAUTIFUL ON THE INSIDE AS SHE CLEARLY IS ON THE OUTSIDE.

NOW, ANY OF YOU FATHERS OUT THERE WHO’VE WALKED A SON DOWN THE AISLE AT HIS WEDDING KNOWS THE SWIRLING MISH-MOSH OF EMOTIONS EVERY FATHER FEELS AT THIS MOMENT.  ON THE ONE HAND, YOU MUST FACE THE STARK REALITY THAT YOU’RE FINALLY AND IRREVOCABLY LOSING THAT “CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK” — AND THERE’S A CERTAIN SADNESS TO THIS THAT ONLY A FATHER CAN KNOW.  OF COURSE, HE’LL NEVER STOP BEING, AT LEAST IN YOUR MIND, “DAD’S LITTLE GUY.”  BUT NOW HE’S “ALL GROWED UP,” AS THEY SAY, A MAN IN HIS OWN RIGHT, WITH A BRIGHT NEW AND INDEPENDENT LIFE AHEAD OF HIM.

ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU COULDN’T POSSIBLY BE HAPPIER THAN YOU ARE ON THIS DAY, BECAUSE YOU REALIZE THAT YOUR SON’S MARRYING THE GIRL OF HIS DREAMS, A WOMAN YOU’VE COME TO KNOW, LOVE, AND APPRECIATE AS A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE WHO LOVES YOUR SON DEEPLY, JUST AS YOU’D HOPED AND PRAYED HIS WIFE WOULD.  AND GAINING SUCH A WONDERFUL DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AS SALINA MCCANN MAKES ME HAPPIER THAN I CAN POSSIBLY EXPRESS.

[TURNING TO SALINA’S PARENT]  YOU’VE RAISED A TERRIFIC DAUGHTER, JANE AND IAN, AND BOTH DAWN AND I ARE THRILLED THAT THIS WONDERFUL YOUNG WOMAN OF YOURS IS NOW A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY, TOO.


[TO THE BRIDE AND GROOM] ONE DAY, DERECK AND SALINA, YOU SHALL BECOME PARENTS.  AND YOUR CHILDREN — MAY GOD GRANT THEM HEALTH — WILL GROW UP ALL TOO QUICKLY.  AND BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, YOU’LL BE STANDING AT A TABLE ON A DIAS LIKE THIS ONE, TOASTING YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER’S NUPTIALS.  THEN AND ONLY THEN WILL YOU BE ABLE TRULY TO APPRECIATE THE JOY, THE GRATITUDE, AND THE LOVE THAT’S COURSING THROUGH YOUR FATHER’S VEINS RIGHT NOW.

NOW AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, MY SON, DERECK, IS A MOLECULAR BIOLOGIST.  HE WORKS AS A RESEARCH SCIENTIST AT THE CURIE INSTITUTE IN PARIS.  HIS WORK HELPS FIND CURES FOR DISEASES.  SALINA DRESSES UP LIKE A CLOWN[?] AND VISITS HOSPITALS TO HELP PATIENTS RECOVER FROM DISEASES.  AND YOU THOUGHT THEIR PROFESSIONAS HAD NOTHING IN COMMON!



BUT ACTUALLY, THESE TWO HAVE A LOT IN COMMON, BESIDE A DEEP AND ABIDING LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER.  LIKE, FOR EXAMPLE, THEY BOTH LOVE TO EAT; LUCKILY, THEY BOTH LOVE TO COOK.  I’M NOT SURE WHO DOES THE SHOPPING.  THEY’VE ALSO BOTH GOT A GENETIC DISPOSITION TOWARD WONDERLUST; THEY LOVE TO TRAVEL AND DO A LOT OF IT.  THEY ALSO LOVE PEOPLE AND ARE HIGHLY SOCIABLE.  AND OF COURSE, EVEN THEY DIDN’T SHARE ALL OF THE ABOVE, AS HUMPHREY BOGART SAID IN CASABLANCA, “THEY’LL ALWAYS HAVE PARIS.”

[FACETIOUSLY] NOW, AS EVERYBODY KNOWS  I . . . [CLEAR YOUR THROAT] . .NEVER GIVE ADVICE THAT ISN’T ASKED FOR.  BUT IN THIS CASE, I SHALL VEER FROM THIS POLICY ONLY TO TELL YOU, DERECK AND SALINA, THAT THERE ARE TWO SIMPLE KEYS TO A HAPPY AND LONG-LASTING MARRIAGE.  YOU WANNA KNOW WHAT THEY ARE?  GOOD.  I’LL TELL YOU.  THEY ARE, NUMBER ONE, COMMITMENT; AND, NUMBER TWO, HONESTY IN COMMUNICA-TIONS.  IF YOU REALLY MEANT THAT “TILL DEATH DO US PART” VOW, THEN YOU KNOW THAT NO AMOUNT OF DAY TO DAY TRAVAIL, OR EVEN THE OCCASIONAL CRISES OF LIFE, CAN TEAR TWO PEOPLE APART WHO ARE TRULY IN LOVE WITH EACH AND ARE DEEPLY COMMITTED TO EACH OTHER’S HAPPINESS.  AND I’M SURE I DON’T HAVE TO TELL EITHER OF YOU HOW IMPORTANT HONESTY IS, ESPECIALLY IN YOUR COMMUNICATION WITH EACH OTHER.  AND REMEMBER, DERECK, THAT WOMEN HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THE LAST WORD IS THEIR BIRTHRIGHT.  DON’T MESS WITH THAT, SON, FOR YOU’LL DO SO ONLY AT YOUR PERIL.

AND WITH THOSE BITS OF PROFUNDITY, I’D LIKE TO CLOSE MY REMARKS WITH A SHOUT-OUT OF THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO [NAME], DERECK’S HEAD GROOMSMAN FOR THE WEDDING; TO [NAME], SALINA’S MAID OF HONOR; AND TO JANE AND IAN FOR ALL THEIR HELP IN MAKING THIS EVENT SO SPECIAL.

AND FINALLY, I’D LIKE TO OFFER THIS TOAST:  [RAISING A GLASS TOWARD THE BRIDE AND GROOM]  DERECK AND SALINA:  MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.

MAY YOUR HOUSEHOLD MULTIPLY AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.

MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES FOREVER BLUE.

MAY YOU LOOK BACK ON THIS DAY ALWAYS, AND REMEMBER HOW MUCH YOU LOVED EACH OTHER RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT.

AND FINALLY, MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.  GOD BLESS THE TWO OF YOU!
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