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________________________________________________________________
Toast by Mr Will Scholz honoring his bride at their wedding.
________________________________________________________________

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN — OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY AND ALL OF YOU CHERISHED GUESTS WHO’VE JOINED US TO CELEBRATE OUR WEDDING:  IT’S JUST SO WONDERFUL TO HAVE YOU ALL WITH US THIS EVENING!  MY PURPOSE TONIGHT IS TO GIVE A LONG AND UNABASHEDLY LOVING TOAST TO MY BRIDE, TERI; BUT BEFORE I DO SO, THERE ARE A COUPLE OF PEOPLE THAT I SIMPLY MUST THANK FOR MAKING MY LIFE , MY HAPPINESS, AND THIS NIGHT POSSIBLE.

FIRST, I THANK ALL OF YOU FOR BEING HERE.  I KNOW THAT SOME OF YOU HAD TO TRAVEL QUITE A WAYS TO JOIN US THIS EVENING, AND FOR THAT, I’M ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL.  I ALSO WANT TO THANK MY WONDERFUL AND CARING PARENTS, WHO HAVE BEEN THERE FOR ME ALWAYS, AND WHO HAVE LOVED ME UNCONDITIONALLY THROUGH ALL THE UPS AND DOWNS OF MY ROLLER-COASTER LIFE.  AND FINALLY, I MUST EXPRESS MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION TO JUDD AND CHERYL [LAST NAME], TERI’S DAD AND STEP-MOM, FOR HOSTING THESE CEREMONIES HERE THIS EVENING.

[SHORT PAUSE.]

ON JULY 4TH OF 1939, THE NEW YORK YANKEES’ FAMOUS FIRST BASEMAN, LOU GEHRIG, MADE ONE OF THE MOST MEMORABLE SPEECHES IN THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN SPORTS.  IN LESS THAN TWO YEARS, HE WOULD BE DEAD FROM THE DISEASE THAT WAS LATER TO BEAR HIS NAME, LOU GEHRIG’S DISEASE.  BUT IN THAT SPEECH BACK IN 1939, DESPITE THE CERTAIN KNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS DYING, HE DECLARED TO THE SOLD-OUT CROWD AT YANKEE STADIUM:  “TODAY I CONSIDER MYSELF THE LUCKIEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH.”

WELL . . . WITH ALL DUE RESPECT TO MR. GEHRIG, THERE IS NOW A NEW CANDIDATE FOR THAT TITLE.  FOR ON THIS NIGHT OF [DATE AND YEAR], I, WILL SCHOLZ, OF  [CITY AND STATE OF BIRTH], CAN TRULY SAY THAT I AM THE LUCKIEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH!  AND WHY DO I SAY THIS?  BECAUSE I HAVE THE UNBELIEVABLY GOOD FORTUNE OF MARRYING THE MOST BEAUTIFUL, THE MOST SUPPORTIVE, THE MOST GENEROUS, AND THE MOST GENUINELY COMPASSIONATE PERSON I’VE EVER KNOWN:  MY GORGOUS WIFE, TERI, WHO — ON TOP OF ALL OF THAT — ALSO HAPPENS TO BE THE VERY BEST FRIEND I HAVE IN ALL THE WORLD.




YOU KNOW . . . FATE IS A FUNNY THING.  TERI AND I MET AT A CHRISTMAS PARTY BACK IN [YEAR] ARRANGED BY SOME MUTUAL FRIENDS OF OURS, AND AS WE LATER FOUND OUT, NEITHER ONE OF US ACTUALLY WANTED TO BE THERE.  I CAN’T EVEN REMEMBER WHY; BUT THE FACT IS, IF IT WEREN’T FOR THE INSISTENCE OF THOSE FRIENDS, NEITHER ONE OF US WOULD’VE PROBABLY SHOWN UP AT THAT PARTY.  BUT WE BOTH DID SHOW UP, AND BELIEVE IT OR NOT, OUR LOVE AFFAIR BEGAN — ARE YOU READY FOR THIS? — WITH SWEAT!  MY SWEAT.

YOU SEE . . . I’VE NEVER BEEN A PARTICULARLY ELEGANT OR INTELLIGENT DRESSER, [GESTURING TOWARD YOUR MOTHER], JUST ASK MY MOM.  BUT I WAS AT LEAST SOMEHOW AWARE BACK THEN THAT DRESSING IN “LAYERS” WAS ALL THE RAGE.  SO I DRESSED IN LAYERS.  LOTS’ OF ‘EM.  I’D PUT ON A TEE SHIRT . . . A REGULAR SHIRT . . . A SWEATER . . . AND A JACKET.

WELL, I DON’T KNOW HOW MY LAYERING CAME OFF AS A FASHION STATEMENT, BUT IT SURE DIDN’T COME OFF TOO WELL AS BIOLOGICAL STATEMENT; BECAUSE ALMOST FROM THE MOMENT I ENTERED THE HOUSE WHERE THE PARTY WAS GOING ON, I BEGAN TO SWEAT LIKE A STUCK PIG!  THE HOUSE ITSELF WAS HOT AS HELL TO BEGIN WITH, AND 

ALL THE PEOPLE FILLING ROOM MADE IT EVEN HOTTER.  TO ME, IT FELT LIKE I’D JUST WALKED INTO A SAUNA!

BUT DID I HAVE THE GREAT GOOD SENSE TO GET RID OF SOME OF MY LAYERS?  OF COURSE NOT!  LIKE I SAID:  I WASN’T TOO SMART ABOUT DRESSING BACK THEN.  THEN ONE OF TERI’S FRIENDS, LOVELYN [LAST NAME] — [IF SHE’S THERE, NOD IN HER DIRECTION AND SAY:  WHO I’M THRILLED IS WITH US TONIGHT] — SIDDLED OVER TO TERI AND SAID, “DOES THAT MAN ALWAYS SWEAT LIKE THAT?”  TO WHICH THE EVER-CONSIDERATE TERI REPLIED, “NO . . . THE POOR GUY JUST DOESN’T KNOW HOW TO DRESS.”  

I’M NOT SURE TO THIS DAY WHY THIS WONDERFUL, CARING GIRL CAME TO MY DEFENSE, BUT SHE DID, AND I TRULY BELIEVE THAT THAT WAS THE EXACT MOMENT I BEGAN TO FALL IN LOVE WITH HER.  IT WAS JUST SUCH A COMFORTING AND COMPASSIONATE GESTURE FROM SOMEONE WHOM I REALLY DIDN’T KNOW ALL THAT WELL AT THE TIME, IT JUST MELTED MY HEART.  I DON’T SUPPOSE THERE ARE MANY MAN-WOMAN RELATIONSHIPS THAT BEGIN WITH SWEAT AND END IN MATRIMONY, BUT OURS CERTAINLY DID!



STRANGELY ENOUGH, CLOTHES AND DRESSING HAVE CONTINUED TO PLAY SOMETHING OF A INTERESTING ROLE IN OUR RELATIONSHIP.  FOR ONE THING, GIVEN MY OBVIOUS INEPTITUDE WHEN IT COMES TO CLOTHING CHOICES, WHEN PACKING FOR TRIPS NOW — EITHER JUST FOR THE TWO OF US OR WITH OUR WONDERFUL SON, JACK — IT HAS BEEN MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO ME THAT I’M SIMPLY NO LONGER ALLOWED TO DO THE PACKING.  THAT HAS BECOME TERI’S EXCLUSIVE REALM, AND I CAN’T SAY I BEGRUDGE HER HER DOMINANCE IN THIS DOMAIN AT ALL.

I DON’T WANT TO SAY THAT CLOTHING AND I ARE ENEMIES, BUT CLEARLY THERE’S A MENTAL BLOCK SOMEWHERE IN MY HEAD ABOUT CLOTHES.  LAST YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, AS WE WERE SETTING OUT ON A EUROPEAN VACATION, I SOMEHOW FORGOT TO BRING THE GARMENT BAG FILLED WITH ALL MY SHIRTS AND SOME OF TERI’S GORGEOUS FORMAL GOWNS.  JUST LEFT THE DAMNED THING AT HOME.  DIDN’T DISCOVER I’D LEFT IT TIL WE REACHED [FIRST STOP OF VACATION].

WAS IT A MENTAL BLOCK OR SIMPLE FORGETFULLNESS?  I’LL LET YOU DECIDE.  BUT AT ANY RATE, IT GAVE TERI A WONDERFUL EXCUSE TO GO CLOTHES SHOPPING IN [CITY], AND FOR ME TO TAKE HER CLOTHES SHOPPING IN [CITY], WHICH — PERHAPS UNLIKE MOST HUSBANDS — I 

ABSOLUTELY LOVE TO DO!  I MUST ADMIT THAT IT GIVES ME A KIND OF VOYEURISTIC PLEASURE TO SEE THIS GORGEOUS WOMAN TRYING ON ONE BEAUTIFUL OUTFIT AFTER ANOTHER AND BEING TOTALLY UNABLE TO TELL HER TRUTHFULLY WHICH ONE I LIKE BEST.  WHAT A DILEMA, EH . . . ?

I COULD GO ON AND ON, OBVIOUSLY, BUT I’M SURE YOU’RE ALEADY TIRED OF HEARING MY VOICE.  SO LET ME JUST CLOSE BY TELLING YOU THE TOP FIVE REASONS THAT I LOVE TERI SO DEARLY, AND WHY MARRYING HER HAS MADE ME THE LUCKIEST MAN ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH.

FIRST, SHE’S ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMEN I’VE EVER KNOWN.  SHE ALWAYS LOOKS AMAZINGLY GORGEOUS, AND TONIGHT’S NO EXCEPTION.  THERE ISN’T A MAN IN THE WORLD WHO WOULDN’T FEEL HONORED TO HAVE SUCH A WOMAN ON HIS ARM.

SECOND, SHE’S ALWAYS INCREDIBLY POSITIVE.  THERE WERE MANY TIMES WHEN I DOUBTED MY ABILITIES TO VENTURE OUT ON MY OWN, BUT SHE ENCOURAGED ME AND STOOD 100% BEHIND ME, AND HAS ALWAYS BEEN MY STAUNCHEST SUPPORTER.


THIRD, SHE’S A TREMENDOUS PARTNER AND HELPMATE.  WHATEVER PROBLEMS COME OUR WAY, I KNOW TERI WILL DO HER SHARE AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE SOLUTION.  SHE DOES SO MUCH TO KEEP OUR HOUSEHLD TOGETHER AND MAINTAIN THE WONDERFUL UNITY OF OUR FAMILY.

FOURTH, SHE’S GOT A HEART OF GOLD AND WILL DROP ANYTHING TO HELP OTHERS.  TERI IS ONE OF THOSE AMAZING INDIVIDUALS WHO PUTS OTHERS BEFORE HERSELF — FROM HANDING OUT BOTTLED WATER TO PARCHED PANHANDLERS IN PHOENIX TO VOLUNTEERING FOR ANY NUMBER OF WORTHY CAUSES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

AND FINALLY, LADIES AND GENTELEMEN, THERE’S JUST NO ONE ELSE LIKE HER IN THE WORLD.  SHE’S GOT A SENSE OF ADVENTURE THAT MATCHES MY OWN, AND IS ALWAYS READY, WILLING, AND ABLE TO TRY NEW THINGS, NEW ADVENTURES, NEW FRIENDSHIPS, AND NEW POSSIBILITIES OF ANY KIND.

AND THAT, MY FRIENDS, ARE THE REASONS WHY I LOVE TERI SO MUCH AND WHY I WANT TO SPEND THE REST OF MY LIFE WITH HER.



[bookmark: _GoBack]SO NOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, WON’T YOU PLEASE JOIN ME IN RAISING A GLASS [GESTURING TOWARD TERI] TO MY DEARLY BELOVED BRIDE, TERI SCHOLZ.



#  #  #
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