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Sentissi Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16486]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Abdellah Sentissi on the occasion of the marriage of his daughter, Kinza.

AS I LOOK OUT OVER THIS WONDERFUL GATHERING OF FRIENDS AND FAMILY, MY HEART IS OVERFLOWING WITH THANKFULLNESS AND JOY.  I’M SO VERY, VERY GRATEFUL TO ALL OF YOU FOR JOINING US HERE [TODAY/THIS EVENING/ TONIGHT] ON THIS WONDERFUL AND BLESSED OCCASION; AND I’D LIKE TO GIVE A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT OF THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO ALL THOSE FOLKS WHO HAD TO TRAVEL SOME LITTLE BIT TO GET HERE.  WE ARE SO TRULY GRATEFUL YOU MADE THE EFFORT.

NOW, ANY OF YOU FATHERS OUT THERE WHO’VE WALKED A DAUGHTER DOWN THE AISLE AT HER WEDDING KNOWS THE SWIRLING TORNADO OF EMOTIONS EVERY FATHER FEELS AT THIS MOMENT.  ON THE ONE HAND, YOU MUST FACE THE STARK REALITY THAT YOU’RE FINALLY AND IRREVOCABLY LOSING YOUR LITTLE GIRL — AND THERE’S A CERTAIN KIND OF SADNESS TO THIS THAT ONLY A FATHER CAN KNOW.  OF COURSE, SHE’LL NEVER STOP BEING, AT LEAST IN YOUR MIND, “DADDY’S LITTLE GIRL.”  BUT NOW SHE’S “ALL GROWED UP,” AS THEY SAY, A WOMAN IN HER OWN RIGHT — A BEAUTIFUL BLUSHING BRIDE WITH A WHOLE NEW LIFE AHEAD OF HER.

ON THE OTHER HAND, I COULDN’T POSSIBLY BE HAPPIER THAN I AM ON THIS DAY, BECAUSE I REALIZE THAT MY LITTLE KINZA — OR “KINZERELLA,” AS SHE ONCE INSISTED WE CALL HER, BECAUSE SHE SO LOVED THE DISNEY STORY — MY LITTLE TREASURE, IS MARRYING THE MAN OF HER DREAMS, A MAN I’VE COME TO KNOW AND LOVE AND APPRECIATE AS A MAN OF SUBSTANCE AND DEPTH, A MAN WHO LOVES MY DAUGHTER DEEPLY, JUST AS I’D HOPED AND PRAYED HE WOULD.  AND GAINING SUCH A WONDERFUL, KIND, AND ACCOMPLISHED SON-IN-LAW AS ANDREW BERICAL MAKES ME HAPPIER THAN I CAN POSSIBLY EXPRESS.

[TURNING TO THE BERICALS]  YOU’VE RAISED A TERRIFIC SON, JOSEPHINE AND MIKE, AND BOTH JOANNE AND I ARE JUST THRILLED THAT THIS WONDERFUL YOUNG MAN OF YOURS IS NOW A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY, TOO.
[TO THE BRIDE AND GROOM] ONE DAY, ANDREW AND KINZA, YOU SHALL BECOME PARENTS.  AND YOUR CHILDREN — MAY ALLAH GRANT THEM HEALTH — WILL GROW UP ALL TOO QUICKLY.  AND BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, YOU’LL BE STANDING AT A TABLE ON A DIAS LIKE THIS ONE, TOASTING YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER’S NUPTIALS.  THEN AND ONLY THEN WILL YOU BE ABLE TRULY TO APPRECIATE THE JOY, THE GRATITUDE, AND THE LOVE THAT’S COURSING THROUGH YOUR PARENTS’ VEINS RIGHT NOW.

BUT FIRST THINGS FIRST.  TONIGHT WE CELEBRATE THE MARRIAGE OF TWO KINDRED SPIRITS . . . TWO SOULS WHO SHARE A PASSION FOR HEALING . . . TWO CARING AND KIND AND CONSIDERATE SOULS WHO’VE DEDICATED THEIR LIVES TO HELPING OTHERS.  COULD THERE POSSIBLY BE A HAPPIER MATCH, OR A MORE FITTING ONE?  AND COULD THERE BE ANY PARENTS ANY PROUDER OF THEIR CHILDREN THAN THE BARICALS, JOANNE, AND I ARE RIGHT NOW?  I DO NO THINK SO.

[FACETIOUSLY] NOW, AS EVERYBODY KNOWS, I.NEVER GIVE ADVICE THAT ISN’T ASKED FOR.  BUT IN THIS CASE, I SHALL VEER FROM THIS POLICY ONLY TO TELL YOU, ANDREW AND KINZA, THAT THERE ARE TWO SIMPLE KEYS TO A HAPPY AND LONG-LASTING MARRIAGE.  AND THEY ARE, NUMBER ONE, COMMITMENT; AND, NUMBER TWO, HONESTY IN COMMUNICATIONS.

IF YOU REALLY MEANT THAT “TILL DEATH DO US PART” VOW [OR ITS MUSLIM EQUIVALENT?], THEN YOU KNOW THAT NO AMOUNT OF DAY TO DAY TRAVAIL, OR EVEN THE OCCASIONAL CRISES OF LIFE, CAN TEAR TWO PEOPLE APART WHO ARE TRULY IN LOVE WITH EACH OTHER AND DEEPLY COMMITTED TO EACH OTHER’S HAPPINESS.  AND I’M SURE I DON’T HAVE TO TELL EITHER OF YOU HOW TERRIBLY IMPORTANT HONESTY IS IN YOUR COMMUNICA-TION WITH EACH OTHER.  AND I’LL ONLY REMIND YOU, ANDREW, THAT WOMEN HONESTLY BELIEVE THAT THE LAST WORD IS THEIR ABSOLUTE BIRTHRIGHT.  DON’T MESS WITH THAT, SON, FOR YOU’LL DO SO ONLY AT YOUR PERIL.
AND FINALLY, I’D LIKE TO OFFER THIS FATHER’S BLESSING TO THE NEWLYWEDS:  [RAISING A GLASS TOWARD THE BRIDE AND GROOM . . .]

ALTERNATE BLESSING NO. 1:  [FIRST IN ARABIC, THEN:]
“MAY ALLAH KEEP YOU IN PROSPERITY AND CONFER HIS BLESSINGS UPON BOTH OF YOU, AND MAY HE GRANT YOU THE FAVOR OF LIVING TOGETHER IN PERFECT HARMONY; AYMIN.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]ALTERNATE BLESSING NO. 2:  MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSEHOLD MULTIPLY, AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOU LOOK BACK ON THIS DAY ALWAYS, AND REMEMBER HOW MUCH YOU LOVED EACH OTHER RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT.  AND FINALLY, MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.  MAY ALLAH BLESS THE TWO OF YOU!


#  #  #
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