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Shohet Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16112]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mrs. Alla Shohet on the occasion of her son, Mark’s wedding to Anna Hymowitz.


GOOD [AFTERNOON/EVENING], EVERYBODY.  MARK’S DAD, LEONARD, AND I ARE SO GRATEFUL TO ALL OF YOU FOR JOINING US AT THIS JOYOUS EVENT HERE [THIS AFTEROON/EVENING]

NOW, AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, I’M ALLA SHOHET, AND I’M THE PROUD AND DOTING MOTHER OF [POINTING TO MARK] THAT INCREDIBLY HANDSOME, DASHING YOUNG MAN OVER THERE WHO, IF YOU ASK ME, SHOULD’VE BEEN A MOVIE STAR.  BLUSH ALL YOU WANT TO, MARK, BUT I KNOW YOU’D HAVE GIVEN GEORGE CLOONEY ONE HECKUVA RUN FOR HIS MONEY.  BUT INSTEAD OF GOING TO HOLLYWOOD, MARK DECIDED TO GO INTO FINANCE, AND SO I REGRET TO SAY THAT THERE WON’T BE ANY OSCARS IN OUR FUTURE.  BUT MARK HAS WON A PRIZE MUCH MORE BEAUTIFUL AND MUCH MORE PRECIOUS THAN A LITTLE GOLD STATUE:  HE’S WON THE HAND OF ANNA HYMOWITZ [GESTURE TOWARD ANNA], THAT GORGEOUS, SOPHISTICATED WOMAN SITTING THERE NEXT TO HIM.

NOW, AS EVERY MOTHER KNOWS WHO’S EVER WATCHED HER SON STRIDE PROUDLY DOWN THE AISLE ON HIS WEDDING DAY, THERE’S A TEMENDOUS MISH-MOSH OF EMOTIONS TUMBLING AROUND IN YOUR HEART AT A TIME LIKE THIS.

ON THE ONE HAND, YOU’RE FACED WITH THE STARK REALITY THAT YOU’RE LOSING YOUR LITTLE BOY, AND THERE’S A CERTAIN SADNESS TO THIS THAT ONLY A PARENT CAN KNOW.  THE FACT IS, HE’LL NEVER STOP BEING, AT LEAST IN YOUR MIND, “MOMMY’S SHINING STAR.”  BUT, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOU COULDN’T POSSIBLY BE HAPPIER THAN YOU ARE RIGHT NOW, BECAUSE YOU REALIZE THAT YOUR LITTLE BOY IS MARRYING THE WOMAN OF HIS DREAMS, A WOMAN YOU’VE COME TO KNOW AND LOVE AND APPRECIATE AS A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE, WHO LOVES AND CHERISHES YOUR SON TRULY AND DEEPLY, JUST AS YOU’D PRAYED HIS WIFE WOULD.  AND GAINING SUCH A WONDERFUL DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AS ANNA MAKES ME HAPPIER THAN I COULD POSSIBLY EXPRESS.

NOW, LET ME TELL YOU A FEW THINGS ABOUT MARK THAT YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW.

FIRST OF ALL, I MUST TELL YOU THAT, AS A CHILD, MARK HATED WALKING.  I REMEMBER ONE TIME WHEN WE WERE LIVING IN [NAME OF TOWN/CITY], MARK AND I WERE GOING SOMEWHERE, WALKING TO A [TYPE OF] STORE.  WE HADN’T GONE MORE THAN ABOUT HALF A BLOCK WHEN MARK STOPPED IN HIS TRACKS AND SAID, “THAT’S IT!  I’M NOT WALKING ANY MORE!  GO GET THE CAR!”  THIS FROM A LITTLE BOY OF [NUMBER OF YEARS].  ALL THAT WENT OUT THE WINDOW, OF COURSE, WHEN MARKE SETTLED IN MANHATTAN[?], A WALKER’S PARADISE AND A DRIVER’S NIGHTMARE.

AT AGE [NO.], MARK DECIDED THAT HIS QUOTE-UNQUOTE “ROLE MODEL” WAS THE ACTRESS, SANDRA BULLOCK.  HE HAD A CRUSH ON HER FOR A LONG TIME.  IT ALL KIND OF FITS TOGETHER, DOESN’T IT:   HOLLYWOOD’S SANDRA BULLOCK . . . MY “GEORGE CLOONEY” . . . NOW, FOR MY MONEY, I DON’T THINK SANDRA BULLOCK’S GOT A THING ON ANNA HYMOWITZ IN THE BEAUTY DEPARTMENT; BUT IN ANY CASE, I JUST KNEW THAT IF AND WHEN MARK GOT MARRIED, HE WOULD CHOOSE A STUNNING WOMAN LIKE ANNA FOR HIS BRIDE.

[ONE OR TWO MORE STORIES — HOPEFULLY FUNNY — ABOUT MARK, ANNA, OR THEM AS A COUPLE.]

I’D LIKE TO END MY REMARKS, NOW, FIRST, WITH A SHOUT-OUT AND APOLOGY TO OUR DEAR, SWEET DAUGHTER, REBECCA, WHOSE 21ST BIRTHDAY WAS TODAY.  [TO REBECCA] I’M SORRY, DARLING, THAT WE WEREN’T ABLE TO FIND A DATE FOR MARK AND ANNA’S WEDDING THAT DIDN’T CONFLICT WITH THE MOMENTOUS EVENT OF YOUR REACHING DRINKING AGE.  BUT AT LEAST YOU CAN NOW JOIN US LEGALLY IN RAISING A GLASS TO THE NEWLYWEDS.

SO:  A TOAST TO MY DEAR, SWEET SON AND MY WONDERFUL NEW DAUGHTER-IN-LAW:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[RAISING A GLASS TOWARD THE BRIDE AND GROOM]  MAY YOUR LOVE BE ADDED, AND MAY IT NEVER BE SUBTRACTED.  MAY YOUR HOUSEHOLD MULTIPLY AND MAY YOUR HEARTS NEVER BE DIVIDED.  MAY YOUR GRASS ALWAYS BE GREEN AND YOUR SKIES FOREVER BLUE.  MAY YOU LOOK BACK ON THIS DAY ALWAYS, AND REMEMBER HOW MUCH YOU LOVED EACH OTHER RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT.  AND FINALLY, MAY YOU LIVE AS LONG AS YOU WANT AND NEVER WANT FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE.

GOD BLESS THE TWO OF YOU!  I LOVE YOU DEARLY!


#  #  #
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