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Simmons Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16266]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Ms. Patricia Simmons kicking of the first annual “Bags In Bloom” auction sponsored by the Tulsa Chapter of Dress for Success.

HELLO, LADIES . . . !  WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME TO THE FIRST ANNUAL “BAGS IN BLOOM” FUNDRAISING EVENT FOR DRESS-FOR-SUCCESS/TULSA.  WELL, NOW . . . I KNOW IT’S A LITTLE CHEEKY TO SAY FIRST ANNUAL ANYTHING, BUT WE’RE TRULY HOPING THIS EVENT — AND MAYBE A SEPARATE ONE FOR MEN DOWN THE ROAD — WILL BECOME [ONE OF] OUR MAIN FUND-RAISING EVENT[S].

SO I’M HOPING IT’S SAFE TO ASSUME THAT ALL OF YOU SITTING HERE THIS EVENING SHARE TWO THINGS IN COMMON:  FIRST, YOU SUPPORT AND VALUE THE WORK DRESS-FOR-SUCCESS DOES ON BEHALF OF TULSA’S WORKING WOMEN; AND SECOND, YOU’RE QUITE PREPARED TO HAVE YOUR OWN PURSES PICKED BY MEANS OF A DONATION THIS EVENING THAT’LL HELP US RAISE MONEY TO CONTINUE OUR WORK.  SO IF YOU THOUGHT THIS WAS THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL HUMMEL FIGURINE COLLECTORS SOCIETY, THAT’S DOWN THE HALL, IN THE [NAME] BALLROOM.

NOW DON’T GET ME WRONG:  THE PURSES AND BAGS YOU’LL BE BIDDING ON AT THE AUCTION HERE THIS EVENING AREN’T EXACTLY WHAT YOU’D CALL CHOPPED LIVER.  [PICK OUT A SERIES OF PURSES FROM A PILE YOU’VE PUT CLOSE TO HAND]  I MEAN, LOOK AT THIS . . . [BRAND NAME] . . . AND HERE’S A GORGEOUS [BRAND NAME] . . . AND [POINT TO ONE LADY IN THE AUDIENCE AT RANDOM] WOULDN’T YOU JUST LOVE TO HAVE THIS LOVELY [BRAND NAME]?  NOT TOO SHABBY, EH . . . ?  SO UNLESS YOU ALREADY OWN A BAG OR PURSE TO MATCH EVERY PAIR OF SHOES YOU WEAR, I’LL EXPECT YOU TO BE BIDDING FURIOUSLY ON THIS TERRIFIC COLLECTION.

[bookmark: _GoBack]OUR MISSION IS TO HELP WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE, OR JUST READY TO ENTER THE WORKPLACE, NAVIGATE THE WORKADAY WORLD OF EMPLOYMENT COURAGEOUSLY AND SUCCESSFULLY.  IN SHORT, WE’RE ALL ABOUT “HELPING WOMEN BLOOM,” AND THAT’S WHAT THE LITTLE SEED PACKETS WE’VE GIVEN YOU ARE MEANT TO REPRSENT.  YOU’LL HEAR A LITTLE MORE SPECIFI-CALLY ABOUT THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WE OFFER IN JUST MINUTE.  BUT BEFORE I INTRODUCE [NAME OF THAT BOARD MEMBER/FRIEND], I’D LIKE TO GIVE A WARM TEXAS SHOUT-OUT TO [FULL NAME], WHOSE MOTHER [NAME] IS PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL DRESS-FOR-SUCCESS ORGANIZATION, AND WHO’S WITH US TODAY.  [LEAD THE AUDIENCE IN APPLAUSE]  THANK YOU SO MUCH, [FIRST NAME], FOR BEING HERE!  IT MEANS THE WORLD TO US.

I’D ALSO LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TERRIFIC WORK OUR BOARD MEMBERS HAVE TO DONE TO MAKE THIS EVENT A REALITY, WITH VERY SPECIAL CREDIT GOING TO THE “BAGS-IN-BLOOM” COMMITTEE.  WON’T YOU ALL STAND UP, LADIES, AS I INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS HERE, AND WE’LL GIVE YOU ALL ONE GREAT BIG HAPPY ROUND OF APPLAUSE AT THE END.  SO LET ME INTRODUCE [READ NAMES AND TITLES/ POSITIONS; THEN LEAD AUDIENCE IN APPLAUSE]  THANK YOU, LADIES, THANK YOU:  THERE’S NO WAY WE COULD’VE PULLED THIS TOGETHER WITHOUT YOUR UNBELIEVABLE EFFORTS!
NOW LET ME INTRODUCE YOU ONCE AGAIN TO [NAME], WHO’LL GIVE YOU A BRIEF BACKGROUNDER ON THE WORK OF DRESS-FOR-SUCCESS/TULSA.  [NAME]

[AFTER THE BACKGROUNDER]

AND NOW IT’S TIME FOR SOME AUCTION FUN!  AND TO GET THINGS ROLLING, LET ME INTRODUCE TO YOU THE GREATEST, THE MOST PERSUASIVE, THE MOST CHARMING, AND THE MOST LOVABLE REAL-LIFE AUCTIONEER WHO’S EVER WORKED THIS SIDE OF THE ROCKIES:  MY WONDERFUL HUSBAND, [NAME]!
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