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Song Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16103]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Mr. Seon Song to be presented to his fellow graduates on the occasion of their graduation from South Bayo University.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FELLOW GRADUATES:  I’M HONORED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS WITH YOU THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/ EVENING] ON THE OCCASION OF OUR GRADUATION FROM SBU.

[PAUSE]

THERE’S A STORY THAT’S COME DOWN TO US FROM CHINA’S MING DYNASTY ABOUT A DOCTOR WHO WAS DETAINED BY THE FURIOUS RELATIVES OF A PATIENT HE’D KILED WITH THE WRONG PRESCRI-TION, AND WHO’D ESCAPED BY SWIMMING ACROSS A WIDE, TUR-BULENT RIVER TO REACH HIS HOME.  WHEN HE ENTERED AND SAW HIS SON STUDYING MEDICAL TEXTS IN FRONT OF THE FIRE, HE SAID TO HIM, “DON’T BE IN SUCH A HURRY TO STUDY MEDICINE, MY SON.  FIRST THINGS FIRST.  AND FIRST:  LEARN TO SWIM!”

[PAUSE FOR LAUGH OR CHUCKLE — HOPEFULLY!]

THE ANCIENT DOCTORS IN WHOSE FOOTSTEPS WE NOW PROUD-LY FOLLOW, HAD MUCH WISDOM.  AND OBVIOUSLY, IF THE MEDI-CINE THEY PRACTICED FOR MORE THAN 5,000 YEARS HADN’T WORKED, THERE WOULDN’T BE ANY MODERN CHINESE DOCTORS TODAY.  BUT THEIR MINISTRATIONS DID WORK.  THEIR “PAPERS” AND POLTICES AND POTIONS DID CURE DISEASE, ALLEVIATE SUF-FERING, AND IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THEIR PATI-ENTS.

YOU KNOW, IT REMAINS SOMETHING OF A MYSTERY TO ME WHY BIG PHARMA CONTINUES TO DEVELOP DRUGS THAT DO THE SAME THINGS THAT ORIENTAL MEDICINES DO, DESPITE THE FACT THAT, IN ALMOST EVERY CASE, THE MAN-MADE PRODUCT HAS MORE, AND MORE SERIOUS, SIDE EFFECTS THAN ITS NATURAL COUNT-ERPART.  GO FIGURE!

NOW, THE ANCIENT CHINESE DOCTORS DIDN’T NEED FORMAL DEGREES TO PRACTICE THEIR BRAND OF MEDICINE.  YES . . . THERE WERE WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL “MED SCHOOLS” BACK THEN, BUT REALLY THE CURRICULUM THEY TAUGHT THERE WAS MUCH, MUCH BROADER THAN JUST MEDICINE.  BESIDES, EVEN IF THEIR STUDENTS GOT DEGREES AND DEPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES, IT WOULDN’T’VE DONE ‘EM ANY GOOD TO FRAME THEM, SINCE NOT ONE IN 10 OF THEIR PATIENTS COULD READ OR WRITE IN THE FIRST PLACE.

TODAY, OF COURSE, WE NEED DEGREES.  WE NEED TO HAVE SOME WIDELY-ACCEPTABLE MEANS OF PROVING WE’RE LEGIT.  WE NEED SOME KIND OF [AIR QUOTES] “AMMUNITION” TO USE AGAINST THE FORCES — BOTH GOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE — THAT — EVEN TODAY — ARE MOBILIZED AGAINST US, TRYING TO SULLY OUR PROFESSION AND UNDERMINE ITS VALIDITY IN THE PUBLIC MIND.

BUT BEYOND THIS, I ACTUALLY THINK IT’S A GOOD IDEA FOR THE PROFESSION OF ACUPUNCTURE AND ORIENTAL MEDICINE TO DEMAND THE KIND OF RIGOR, DISCIPLINE, AND LEARNING THAT’RE SYNONYMOUS WITH A COLLEGE EDUCATION.

[HOLDING UP A ROLLED-UP PIECE OF PAPER]  I FOR ONE AM DAMNED PROUD TO HAVE EARNED THIS DEGREE, AS I GUESS ALL OF YOU OUT THERE ARE, TOO.  AND ONCE YOU’RE IN THE FIELD FOR A WHILE AND YOU LOOK BACK ON THE SIX YEARS’ YOU SPENT AT SOUTH BAYO, YOU’LL REALIZE THAT YOU’VE RECEIVED AN ABSOLUTELY FIRST-CLASS EDUCATION FROM A WORLD-CLASS INSTITUTION — AN EDUCATION THAT WILL NOW MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO GO OUT AND MAKE A GOOD AND HONORABLE LIVING AS A DOCTOR OF ACUPUNCTURE AND ORIENTAL MEDICINE.  IN THE WORD’S OF AN ANCIENT CHINESE PROVERB:  “YOUR TEACH-ERS OPEN THE DOOR, BUT YOU MUST ENTER BY YOURSELF.”


NOW AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, I’VE ALREADY WALKED THROUGH THAT DOOR AND HAVE SPENT A LITTLE TIME OUT IN THE FIELD.  I’VE EXPERIENCED SOME OF THE SUSPICION, IGNORANCE, AND FEAR THAT THE WESTERN-BIO-MEDICAL ESTABLISHMENT CONTIN-UES TO TRY TO PROMOTE IN THE PUBLIC AT LARGE.  I’VE MUST ADMIT, TOO, THAT I’VE CERTAINLY KNOWN OF MORE THAN ONE AOM PRACTITIONER WHO’S EITHER MISLED OR MISTREATED OR MISGUIDED HIS PATIENTS.  SUCH CASES ARE FEW AND FAR BE-TWEEN, BUT AS YOU MIGHT SUPPOSE, THEY’RE ALWAYS THE ONES THAT MAKE THE HEADLINES.

YOU’LL ALSO FIND OUT (IF YOU DON’T KNOW THIS ALREADY) THAT THE MEDICAL INSURANCE ESTABLISHMENT IN THIS COUNTRY HAS YET TO FULLY RECOGNIZED THE EFFICACY OF ACUPUNCTURE AND ORIENTAL MEDICINE IN REDUCING MORBIDITY AND MORTALI-TY AND IMPROVING OVERALL HEALTH.  CHIROPRACTORS FACED THIS SAME BATTLE, AND FINALLY WON IT, MORE THAN TWO DECADES AGO, SO NOW THE BULK OF THEIR SERVICE OFFERINGS ARE COVERED BY MOST PLANS.  WE’RE STILL PLAYING CATCH-UP.
DESPITE THESE BARRIERS AND OBSTACLES, HOWEVER, I CAN TELL YOU FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE THAT THE FIELD OF ACUPUNTURE AND ORIENTAL MEDICINE CAN BE A WONDERFULLY REWARDING ONE.  FOR THE MOMENT, WE’RE DONE WITH OUR STUDIES.  NOW IT’S TIME, AS THE OLD CHINESE DOCTOR SAID, FOR US TO SWIM.  THE HEALTHCARE OCEAN AWAITS.

SO AS WE ALL NOW DON OUR BATHING SUITS AND GET READY TO JUMP IN, I’D LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU THREE LITTLE BITS OF ADVICE THAT I THINK WILL ULTIMATELY PROVE TO BE THE KEYS TO YOUR SUCCESS:

FIRST, RESPECT THE TRADITION.  TO TRANSPOSE AN ANCIENT CHINESE PROVERB:  “KNOW THE NEW . . . BUT RESPECT THE OLD.”

SECOND, RESPECT YOUR EDUCATION.  YOU WERE TAUGHT BY THE BEST TO BE THE BEST, AT ONE OF THE FINEST UNIVERSITIES IN OUR FIELD.  YOU KNOW WHAT YOU’RE DOING; GO OUT AND DO IT TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY!


[bookmark: _GoBack]AND FINALLY, RESPECT THE PROFESSION.  OUR HEALING ARTS AND SCIENCES HAVE WORKED FOR FIVE THOUSAND YEARS.  OURS IS A NOBLE AND NECESSARY PROFESSION.  MAY WE ALL PROVE TO BE WORTHY OF ITS STANDARDS!

THANK YOU.
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