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Sosan Speech  [EZ Speech No. 16441]
____________________________________________________________
Remarks by Medo Sosan at the White Coat Ceremony for the 2019 class of the Health Science Dept. of the University of Toledo.

FELLOW STUDENTS . . . PARENTS . . . FACULTY AND STAFF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SCIENCE . . . DEAN [NAME] . . . AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS:

I FEEL BOTH HUMBLED AND PRIVILEDGED TO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SPEAK WITH YOU TODAY.  IT’S A REAL HONOR, AND I’M ENORMOUSLY GRATEFUL FOR IT.

I’M ALSO GRATEFUL — AS I HOPE AND BELIEVE ALL MY CLASS-MATES ARE — FOR THE WONDERFUL EDUCATION WE’VE BEEN GIVEN HERE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO.  WE’VE BEEN BLESSED WITH A WONDERFUL FACULTY OF TEACHERS, WHO’VE MADE LEARNING FUN FOR US AND WHO’VE GIVEN US ALL THE TOOLS WE’LL NEED TO SUCCEED IN OUR CHOSEN FIELD.  SO THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL, FOR YOUR BRILLIANCE, YOUR DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE, AND YOUR TREMENDOUS CARING FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOUR STUDENTS.

A FAMOUS BASEBALL UMPIRE ONCE SAID OF THE JOB HE HAD THAT “THIS IS THE ONLY PROFESSION WHERE YOU’RE EXPECTED TO BE PERFECT ON THE FIRST DAY OF WORK . . . AND THEN GET BETTER!”  WELL, MR. LUCIANO, I’M HERE TO TELL YOU THAT UMPIRING ISN’T THE ONLY PROFESSION THAT’S LIKE THAT, FOR EXACTLY THE SAME THING CAN BE SAID ABOUT THE FIELD WE’RE ALL ENTERING, THE FIELD OF RESPIRATORY CARE.

UP TILL NOW, OUR EDUCATION’S MAINLY BEEN ABOUT BOOK-LEARNING AND SIMULATIONS.  NOBODY WAS AT RISK.  THE ONLY THING OUR MISTAKES MIGHT’VE COST US WAS, MAYBE, A “B-MINUS” INSTEAD OF AN “A”.  BUT NOW, AS WE BEGIN OUR CLINICAL ROTATIONS, THE STAKES ARE MUCH HIGHER.  NOW, LIVES WILL BE AT STAKE.  NOW, ANY MISTAKE WE MAKE CAN HAVE REALLY SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES.  THIS, OF COURSE, IS TRUE ABOUT MANY OCCUPATIONS IN THE HEALTHCARE FIELD.  BUT WHEN YOU’RE DEALING WITH THE VERY BREATH OF LIFE, MISTAKES CAN BE DEADLY.

NOW, I’M SURE WE ALL REALIZED THIS WHEN WE DECIDED ON A CAREER PATH THAT WOULD ULTIMATELY INVOLVE LIFE AND DEATH DECISIONS.  BUT UNTIL NOW, THIS REALIZATION WAS MAINLY INTELLECTUAL.  SOON, WE’RE GOING TO EXPERIENCE FIRST-HAND THE VISCERAL AND EMOTIONAL REALITY OF HOLDING ANOTHER PERSON’S LIFE IN OUR HANDS.  THAT’S A WHOLE NEW BALLGAME, WITH APOLOGIES TO MR. LUCIANO.  AND I THINK THAT, IF WE’RE NOT AT LEAST A LITTLE BE SCARED AT THIS PROSPECT, THEN THERE’S PROBABLY SOMETHING WRONG WITH US.

I THINK IT’S A GOOD THING THAT WE’LL NEVER LOSE THAT FEAR A HUNDRED PERCENT, FOR COMPLACENCY IS THE MOTHER OF MISTAKES.  WE’VE GOT TO KEEP JUST ENOUGH OF THAT FEAR — ENOUGH OF THE REALIZATION OF WHAT’S AT STAKE — TO MAKE US KEEP OUR EDGE.

NOW, AS YOU KNOW, THERE ARE MANY TIMES IN LIFE WHEN IT’S RIGHT AND PROPER FOR A PERSON TO TAKE A RISK, TO GO OUT A LIMB.  BUT CARING FOR PATIENTS IN NEED OF RESPIRATION THERAPY ISN’T ONE OF THOSE TIMES.  ONE OF THE LESSONS THAT’S BEEN DRUMMED INTO ME DURING MY STUDIES HERE AT THE U OF T — AND I’M SURE MOST OF YOU HAVE HAD THE SAME EXERIENCE — IS THAT IF YOU EVER HAVE THE EVEN THE SLIGHTEST, TEENNIEST, MOST MINUSCULE DOUBT ABOUT WHAT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO IN A GIVEN SITUATION, THE RIGHT THING TO DO IS . . . ASK!

WE’VE LEARNED SO MUCH IN OUR STUDIES HERE SO FAR.  BUT WE OBVIOUSLY DON’T KNOW EVERYTHING.  WE DON’T KNOW EVERYTHING BECAUSE WE HAVEN’T SEEN EVERYTHING.  AS WE START OUR CLINICAL ROTATIONS, WE’RE GOING TO START SEEING A LOT OF THINGS WE’VE NEVER ENCOUNTERED BEFORE.  THAT’S WHEN IT’S MOST IMPORTANT FOR US TO HAVE THE COURAGE TO ASK, TO HAVE THE COURAGE TO ADMIT AT SOME POINT THAT WE DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO OR HOW TO DO IT.  THE BIGGEST MISTAKE ANY OF US CAN MAKE IS TO BELIEVE WE HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS, THAT WE’VE MASTERED ALL THE SKILLS, THAT WE’VE LEARNED EVERYTHING THERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR PROFESSION.  BECAUSE IN FACT, WE’LL NEVER STOP LEARNING, NEVER STOP DEEPENING OUR RESERVOIR OF KNOWLEDGE, AND NEVER STOP IMPROVING THE WAY WE INTERACT WITH PATIENTS.

WE’LL NEVER BE PERFECT . . . NONE OF US WILL.  BUT WE MUST NEVER STOP STRIVING FOR PERFECTION.  AND AS I LOOK OUT AT MY FELLOW STUDENTS HERE THIS [MORNING/AFTERNOON/EVEN-ING], AND KNOWING YOU ALL AS WELL AS I DO, I’M ABSOLLUTELY CONFIDENT THAT NONE OF US WILL EVER STOP STRIVING, NEVER STOP ASKING, AND NEVER STOP IMPROVING.

[bookmark: _GoBack]FINALLY, I WOULD BE REMISS IF I DIDN’T ACKNOWLEDGE, ON BEHALF OF ALL OF US GRADUATES, THE TREMENDOUS DEBT OF GRATITUDE WE ALL OWE TO OUR PARENTS, WITHOUT WHOSE LOVE, GUIDANCE, SUPPORT, AND ENCOURAGEMENT WE’D NONE OF US BE WHERE WE ARE TODAY.  SO THANK YOU, ALL YOU MOMS AND DADS OUT THERE, FOR EVERYTHING YOU’VE DONE FOR US.  I’M SURE THAT MOST OF US WOULD AGREE WITH MICHAEL JORDAN, THE BASKETBALL PLAYER, WHEN SAID:  “MY HEROES ARE AND WERE MY PARENTS. I CAN'T SEE HAVING ANYONE ELSE AS MY HEROES.”

THANK YOU FOR THIS HONOR.
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