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Hello [INSERT NAMES OF OTHERS ON THE PODIUM WITH YOU SUCH AS PRESIDENT OF COLLEGE, ETC.] and Technical Career Institutes graduating class of 2009. I want to thank you for the honor and opportunity to speak to you here today. This has been an exciting year for all of us as we wrapped up our studies and prepared for this day. 

It is especially exciting to graduate in 2009, the year that marks the 100th anniversary of our college. Like TCI, many of us here today have gone through years of transformation to get to where we are today. As you may recall TCI started out as the Marconi Institute in 1909, founded by Nobel Prize winner Guglielmo Marconi. It was named RCA Institutes in 1919 and received its current name in 1974. TCI has adapted to meet the needs of its students, like we have adapted through our learning here.
It is also exciting to be graduating in 2009, the year that our new United States President, Barack Obama, was the first African American to be elected to the highest executive position in the country. President Obama is a symbol of new hope for the future, and that future is why we are all here today. 
We are all here today because we are excited about the future, and what the technology we have learned about can do. We are also all here today because we weren’t alone in that vision of a better future. We are not the typical college students. Most of us are older. We’ve tried on a few jobs or careers and they weren’t a fit. So we came here to upgrade our skills, prepare for a whole new career or receive an education in an exciting trade.

Our families— our wives, husbands, children, and parents, gave up something so that we could attend classes. Many of us endured ten and twelve hour days, working full time jobs during the day and taking classes at night. Our families sacrificed their time and watched our children, or took over other responsibilities, so we could be here tonight. I am sure I am not alone when I say that all of our families deserve a very big thank you. [PAUSE LOOK AT AUDIENCE AND APPLAUD]
As a representative of the HVAC division, we have learned how important our knowledge and the implementation of that knowledge are not just to our own futures, but to our fellow countrymen, and our global environment.

In the United States alone, buildings account for 72 percent of our total electrical consumption and 30 percent of waste output, according to the United States Green Building Council. Other statistics, such as carbon dioxide emission and water consumption are equally staggering. There’s been a lot of talk about reducing our carbon footprint. What we’ve learned at Technical Career Institutes is that we can find a way to reduce our footprint from looking like Big Foot’s, to one that’s much smaller. 
There are a number of ways those in our industry are working toward this goal. As students we’ve learned that our efforts can reduce air pollution, energy consumption, and pollution’s effect on the ozone layer. And while doing all of this, we making people comfortable and the air they breathe cleaner. That’s just all in a day’s work for us.
Everywhere throughout the country and globally, efforts are underway to make buildings greener. In recent government studies, federal buildings were redesigned to lower energy consumption and reduce pollution. Efforts included a modern energy management system that centralized control over the chillers and boilers, energy efficient lighting, and restroom exhaust fans. Other renovations included replacing an old wooden cooling tower with a stainless steel model that uses half the horsepower, and installing motion sensors so lights turn off automatically when rooms are unoccupied. How did all of these efforts pay off? The results are staggering. The twelve buildings surveyed as part of the study produced 33 percent less carbon emissions, consume 26 percent less energy and use 3 percent less water, on average, than all U.S. commercial buildings.

But, as a wise frog once said, it’s not easy being green. And that’s where graduates of Technical Career Institutes come in. We know now how important it is for all HVAC systems to receive the proper care and maintenance. And we know that by ensuring this care and maintenance and following proper procedures in handling refrigerants we can preserve our environment. 
Thanks to our education at TCI we as well-educated and skilled technicians understand the processes, mechanisms, and correlation between chemistry, physics, and the properties of the different materials and mechanical components we work with. We also know that having this education and understanding leads to energy conservation, and we are all becoming increasingly aware of how important that is.

So I would like to thank the many talented people here at TCI for giving us the valuable knowledge we have gained. As I look around the room I know it hasn’t been easy for any of us. We’ve worked hard and we’re now ready and armed with this new knowledge and dedication to go out into our chosen career fields and make a difference. So, thank you, TCI, and to the rest of this graduating class I say, keep working, and keep making that difference, every day. Thank you.
