Speech 10197
Hello [NAME PRINCIPAL AND ADMINISTRATORS], students, parents, and teachers of [NAME OF SCHOOL]. Today on behalf of the parents of Mrs. Sanborn’s class, I am here to express our gratitude. It is difficult to find the words to express what Lorraine has meant to our kids and to us. 
Sometimes we adults get so caught up in the basics of our kids’ education- the curriculum and academics- that it is easy to forget about the human side. That is something Lorraine NEVER forgets. Goethe said in the last century that it was not the most brilliant teachers who had had the greatest influence on him, but those who loved him most. And our kids have known without a doubt for the last five years that Lorraine loves them, all of them. She treats every child in her class with love, respect, and patience. We can read the notes of thanks from our kids to Lorraine and hear the love on both sides in every note. One child said, "I am sincerely going to miss you. Not just as a teacher, but as someone with an abundance of patience, trust, and love for all of your students." Another note said, “You taught us about life, and how to be a good person.  I can not say how much this meant to me.  Thank you.”

For the past five years (and for me ten years) Lorraine has given us more than she realizes. We not only knew that our kids were getting an excellent education, but we had no doubt that our kids were in a safe, nurturing environment that encouraged them to learn. We also knew that should there be any problems along the way, we could easily work through them with Lorraine. This gave us a peace of mind that many parents may never experience. 

American psychiatrist Karl Menninger once said, “What the teacher is, is more important than what he teaches,” and we have found this to be true. Lorraine IS what she teaches. She is compassionate and caring and teaches her kids to be the same. She has created a classroom where, loving, caring, and cooperation are the predominant themes. When she takes time off you’ll still see her here at a volleyball tournament or other school function because she genuinely cares and is interested in how the kids are doing and wants to be supportive. As parents we chose the Waldorf School because we knew that the quality of relationships between students and teachers is critical in opening the hearts as well as the minds and all our children hold Lorraine in their hearts.   
She has served as a role model not just for our children but for us parents as well. She is always cheerful and greets us warmly every day. In fact a few parents have been trying to discover what she’s been putting in her Cherrios every morning. She has treated our kids like they are part of her own family, and she has become the gold standard by which other teachers are compared to. In the pending high school discussions the discussion goes something like: "What's that teacher supposed to be like?”  “Well, she's
no Mrs. Sandborn but she's supposed to be very good." [PLEASE NOTE- IF THE HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES ARE A PART OF THE WALDORF SCHOOL YOU MAY WANT TO DELETE THIS LAST QUOTE AND JUST LEAVE IT AS SHE HAS BECOME THE GOLD STANDARD- YOU DON’T WANT TO OFFEND THE HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS WHO MAY BE THERE.]

No matter how devoted and supportive the parents in a school may be, how wise and generous the members of the board, or how open and receptive the children, it is the teachers that make the school thrive and Lorraine did this for our children for the last five years.

As I have experienced this school being here for my children and for me, other parents also feel profound gratitude that they were able to have their children at this school and have such a wonderful teacher as Lorraine.  Lorraine was able to assist the children in creating a community among themselves. This is no small feat. We all know that a class that has been together for so many years and during adolescence can fragment. But I have seen the lasting and strong friendships made in my older daughter Kaylee’s class, thanks to Lorraine. They are all excited to come back to the Christmas Faire and see Mrs. Sanborn. With her devotion she helped our children become creative, responsible, compassionate, and contributing members of their classrooms, school, and community. Lorraine, as parents, we offer you our infinite gratitude. Thank you.
