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Welcome [list specific names of officers and honorary guests] and members and friends of The Links, Inc. It is wonderful to see so many of you here today supporting us and our communities. Today I am here to speak to you about Powering the Promise: leadership and partnership.

As most of you know these two very important factors are at the core of what The Links, Inc. is all about: strengthening our communities through our leadership and partnerships. I am going to examine each of these important factors individually, and then discuss the impact they can both have when they work together in a very dynamic combination.

First, let’s look at leadership. What is the essence of a great leader? We can go back throughout history and look at great leaders and there are certain characteristics they have in common; one of these is integrity. Dwight D. Eisenhower once said “The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionably integrity. Without it, no real success is possible, no matter whether it is on a section gang, a football field, in an army, or in an office.”  At The Links, Inc. we are blessed to have 12,000 professional women of integrity as our volunteers. And our volunteers ARE leaders. They are influential decision makers and opinion leaders. The Links, Inc. has attracted many distinguished women who are individual achievers and have made a difference in their communities and the world. They are business and civic leaders, role models, mentors, and activists. Our volunteers also incorporate another characteristic of great leaders: determination.
English author Samuel Johnson said “If your determination is fixed, I do not counsel you to despair. Few things are impossible to diligence and skill. Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance.”  The determination of our volunteers is reflected in the 500,000 hours of documented community service they have delivered. If that is not determination, I do not know what is.

Finally, a third very important characteristic of great leaders is that they are innovative. Great leaders seek new and better ways of doing things and solving problems. At The Links, Inc. our members have done just that through the four facets of our programming: National Trends and Services, The Arts, Services to Youth, and International Trends and Services. Our volunteers have examined the issues within their communities and found innovative ways to implement these programs, addressing the issues, through strategies such as public information and education, economic development, and public policy campaigns. 

So what is a partnership? The Merriam Webster dictionary defines a partnership as: “a relationship resembling a legal partnership and usually involving close cooperation between parties having specified and joint rights and responsibilities.”  The partnerships The Links, Inc. has developed take this definition one step farther. One common factor we share with all of our partners is a passion for improving the lives of others in our communities. Through our national partnerships with Susan G. Komen for the Cure, National Cares Mentoring Movement, and The Heart Truth, we are impacting the lives of countless men, women, and children all over the world.
Our partnerships are a huge part of our promise as members of The Links Incorporated. In fact it is the very powerful combination of leadership and partnerships that allows us to live up to our promise to serve our communities to the best of our abilities. Without our volunteers stepping up to provide leadership and develop partnerships, there would be far fewer men, women, and youth who receive information and education vital to their health and economic advancement. 
Given today’s economic situation and uncertainty it is more important than ever before for us to power up this promise of leadership and partnerships. Federal and local funding of social, educational, and economic development programming has been drastically cut. Individuals have fewer dollars to donate to these organizations. It will take the integrity, determination, and innovation of each and every volunteer to not only continue supporting our programming, but to initiate new programs to fill the widening gaps opening up in services to those in need. Our communities are continually looking for leaders such as our volunteers to step in and develop partnerships and programs to meet their residents’ needs. As The Links Inc. volunteers we cannot afford to slow down, but instead rev up our passion, excitement, and dedication for serving our communities.
Strong leaders, like The Links, Inc. founders, are very much needed today. In the past, leaders in The Links have provided this kind of leadership. Now it is our turn to step up and meet the many challenges our communities face each and every day. It is about making our actions speak louder than our words and partnering with those other organizations who share our beliefs.  
So it is up to you- to each of you- to power up the promise. Continue to find new ways to serve as leaders in your communities, to provide more benefits to meet their needs. Through our integrity, determination, innovation, and leadership we can find new ways and new partnerships which will fill those widening gaps. We can, and will, continue to have a huge impact on our communities.

Our current United States President, Barack Obama said: “Yes, our greatness as a nation has depended on individual initiative, on a belief in the free market. But it has also depended on our sense of mutual regard for each other, of mutual responsibility. The idea that everybody has a stake in the country, that we're all in it together and everybody's got a shot at opportunity. Americans know this. We know that government can't solve all our problems - and we don't want it to. But we also know that there are some things we can't do on our own. We know that there are some things we do better together.”

So let’s make a difference, together. Power up the promise.

