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Hello [insert names of distinguished guests] and fellow graduates and guests. I am honored to be speaking with you here today. I am well aware that on a day of such high excitement like today, a speaker needs to practice brevity, and I shall not fail you in this respect. However, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that today represents an accomplishment that we can all be proud of. The Palmetto Military Academy Officer Training School is a select program and unless you are truly committed to working hard and succeeding, it will be difficult to make it through. We’ve all had to work our hardest and the last several weeks have not been without struggle. The famous American writer and educator Booker T. Washington once said, “Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life, but as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.”

So today we stand together with great pride knowing that we have truly accomplished something remarkable. We are here because we want our lives to stand for something and we want to provide leadership in a world where leadership is sorely needed. Today leaders are more than those giving commands and taking responsibility. They are role models and must live with integrity, intelligence, and compassion for others. Dwight D. Eisenhower once said “The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionably integrity. Without it, no real success is possible, no matter whether it is on a section gang, a football field, in an army, or in an office.”  The training we have received here at PMA will go far in helping us to become outstanding leaders.
Today represents a rite of passage for all of us who are graduating. We have worked, struggled, studied, and sacrificed. We have truly earned the right to be proud of what we have achieved. We have passed our first test. As we move forward and become leaders there will be many more. Our character will be tested. Our integrity, our commitment, and our determination will need to be as great if not greater as it has been throughout the past weeks. English author Samuel Johnson said “If your determination is fixed, I do not counsel you to despair. Few things are impossible to diligence and skill. Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance.”   
Making it through this program demonstrates that we have the determination to succeed in our chosen paths. It has prepared us for future careers and future challenges, in our professional and personal lives. No matter where our future goals lie, in civil service, military careers, educators, or other noble professions, because of our accomplishments here, we can begin walking down those paths with greater confidence. Knowing that we made it through the program gives us added strength and determination to press on toward future goals and accomplishments. Congratulations, graduates, it’s time to take our places among the distinguished alumni of PMA.
