Speech 10293 Employee of the Year
Good afternoon Commissioner, friends, and honored guests. I am here because it is my honor to be introducing this year’s employee of the year, Berneda (Last Name). Indeed, it is a very special privilege for me, since I have the honor of working with Berneda on a daily basis. 

I was not surprised to hear that Berneda is this year’s recipient of the Employee of the Year award. I have seen first-hand not only the excellent quality of her work, but her helpful, caring attitude. No matter how often I drive her crazy— and it’s pretty often— she never complains. In fact, she is well-known throughout our offices as a selfless, caring, and helpful person, who is always ready to assist someone else at the drop of a hat. 
I don’t know very many people who are as patient as Berneda when it comes to interruptions. In addition to handling the work I give her, Berneda also works with other employees getting supplies, taking phone calls, fixing our office equipment, like the fax machines, phones— whatever it is— and also helping out with appointments. That’s not only a lot of work for one person to handle, but it also means she is constantly interrupted from the moment she arrives until it’s time to go home. Yet Berneda gracefully handles every interruption with a smile. She will always stop what she’s doing without a word and help anyone who comes into her office. And this warm, caring attitude doesn’t end there. No one will ever accuse Berneda of only doing the work that is in her job description.
Whenever Berneda sees that someone else could use a hand, she is the first to offer hers. No matter how busy she is, she finds a way to extend her skills, knowledge, and most importantly, her smile, to those needing it most. But don’t take my word for it. Here are a few comments from other employees who interact with Berneda on a daily basis:

“She is a caring woman who makes the effort to help everyone as often as she can.”
“She stops in the middle of her work, goes out of her way, and offers assistance even when she’s not asked.”
“She’s kind and considerate.”
“She is an asset to all of us who work here.”
“She is always willing to help.”
"If the term ‘and related duties’ was in the dictionary, Berneda's picture would be next to it."

“She’s an expert repair person.”
“She’s very patient.”
“Berneda is calm, pleasant, and never appears frustrated.” 

“She loves to laugh.”
And my favorite, “She’s the best, and loved by everyone.”

Wow. There aren’t very many people who have these rare qualities. When you think of the words these co-workers use to describe Berneda, the ones that we hear most often are: patient, kind, helpful, and selfless. And as someone who works closely with her, I can concur that she truly is all of those things. In addition, I would like to list a few adjectives of my own to describe Berneda. She is hard working, has a great sense of humor, and never seeks recognition for herself. But here we are, recognizing her anyway, and I am so pleased that we are. 
Calvin Coolidge once said: “No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been the reward for what he gave.” Berneda, we present you with this award, in appreciation for everything you give us every day: your hard work, expertise, humor, and kindness. Congratulations on receiving this well-deserved award for Employee of the Year.
