Speech 10503 Alexia’s baptism
Good evening. Thank you for being here with us this evening to help us celebrate a new arrival. I am speaking of my baby daughter, Alexia, and not Apple’s new IPad. [PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER]

My wife, [NAME] and I are so glad that you are all here with us tonight; especially those of you have traveled so far to be here. [Wife’s name] and I are very touched that you cared enough about Alexia’s baptism to be here tonight. Thank you for coming. 
You know words cannot express the great joy we feel, not just because of our precious daughter, but also because we are blessed with so many family members and friends. It is wonderful to be able to share our joy with all of you.
On [DATE OF ALEXIA’S BIRTH], a little baby girl came into this world. That moment was one of the happiest in our lives. I have to confess, I was a very nervous father. I was so nervous I did not think to take any pictures. Fortunately, [wife’s name]’s friend, Marlena, was not as nervous as I was. She remembered to bring her camera to the delivery room, and she captured some very precious moments in that day for us. Thank you, Marlena, from the bottom of my heart. The pictures you took are very special to us.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Reverend [NAME HERE] for baptizing my daughter this evening. You did a wonderful job and we are grateful that you were able to do this for us. 

While I am on a roll with the thank yous, I would like to say a special thank you to my niece, [NAME], for agreeing to be Alexia’s godparent. That is quite a big responsibility for a sixteen year old, but I know you will be up to the challenge. I am looking forward to seeing the two of you growing mature together, and knowing that you will be taking a special interest in Alexia as she grows into a beautiful young woman just like her godmother.
I am also looking forward to being a parent, and that is because I have two wonderful parents who raised me. They are my role models and I am so thankful that I have them. Over the years they have given me unparalleled guidance and love. If I am able to give Alexia even half of the love my parents gave me, she will be a well-loved little girl. Of course, I plan to try to give her every bit of the love I have received. Thank you, Mom and Dad. 
I would especially like to thank my beautiful wife for bringing this precious miracle into our lives. You did a wonderful job carrying this baby, and I know you are going to be a wonderful mother as well.
And even though you may be tired of hearing so many thank yous, I have one more to do, and it is the most important. I would like to thank God for blessing us with Alexia, and this very special day.
Now, I want you all to enjoy the rest of the evening. We have music planned, and you can all get up and work off the delicious meal we’ve shared together by dancing. I expect to see you all out there on the dance floor tonight, enjoying yourselves.

Before I conclude, I would like to offer up this toast for the evening. Would everyone please raise your glasses. To Alexia: May you love this big family you are joining as much as they love you. And may you appreciate the way they are here for you when you need them.  And to [wife’s name]: may the joy I feel this evening live forever in your heart.

[pause to take a drink]
I have one last thought for you all. I found this saying, and I wanted to share it: “A baby will make love stronger, days shorter, nights longer, bankroll smaller, home happier, clothes shabbier, the past forgotten, and the future worth living for.” Thank you all for being part of our future, one we know is worth living for. Have a great evening!
