Speech 10570 Bret and Emily’s wedding
Good evening [or afternoon, whichever it is]. My name is Luke Linz, and it is an honor for me to be here. I am very happy for Bret and Emily, especially because Bret and I have been friends for a long time. 

In fact, Bret and I have a long history of looking out for each other—although Bret has probably been looking out for me a little more than I looked out for him. Not because I didn’t try, but because Bret really didn’t need me to look out for him that much. 

When we were in high school, Bret was looked up to as the responsible, level-headed member of the group. I, on the other hand, was a little crazier in high school. I wasn’t terrible, but I got into trouble here and there. When I went out my mom would interrogate me with questions about where I was going, when I’d be back, you know, all of the questions parents ask. But if I was going out with Bret, she'd have very little to say like “Don’t forget you have an exam next Thursday.” Everyone trusted and respected Bret. I probably hung out with Bret more than even he knew, because it got me past my mother. [PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER]

Not only was Bret respected, he was- and is- very talented. He could really do anything he tried. He got straight As, excelled in athletics, and could socialize with everyone, all at the same time. I have always considered him to be something of a Renaissance man. If you know Brett, you know he is a bit reserved. He’s never been the life of the party by any means, but still someone everyone wants to be around. He’s quiet and humble. You'd really never know how talented he is, in so many ways.
 While we were in high school, we were co-captains of the football team. When they put me on defense, if I screwed up, the coach would yell at Bret for not having me in the right position. I played offense predominantly and was the only player to play both ways. Bret was a safety and because he was an intelligent kid, the coach depended on him to make sure people were where they were supposed to be. That’s what I mean when he was looking out for me.

He also looked out for me in other ways. One reason people respect Bret is that he is an honorable guy, who strives to do the right thing, no matter what. He’s not out there doing stuff so people notice. He really cares about others and wants to help. He never let me get away with much. The first time I went to Bret's house was to get help with my physics. But he didn’t help me much, because when he realized how badly I had neglected the class, he got up and went downstairs and started playing his Playstation. He wasn’t going to do the work for me. 

You’d think I would’ve learned my lesson, but a similar thing happened when I needed to write my medical school essay. I went over to his house expecting and hoping that he would do all the work. When he realized I hadn’t even started it yet, he got up, went to the fridge and grabbed a beer, and went out on the porch.

It’s not just me he’s helped. He’s also been spending time with a kid who needs a positive male role model, through the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program in Columbus. I can promise you he’s not doing that so it’ll look good on his resume. He’s doing it because it’s the right and good thing to do.

You know, I was a little mad when I found out about Emily. I was not around when the two of them met. I was attending the University of Cincinnati, and by the time I found out about her they were already dating. I can’t say that I was too pleased that I didn’t have any input in whether he should start dating her. Not because he needed my input-- his judgment is impeccable-- but because that’s what a best man is supposed to do.
But true to form, Emily turned out to be really pretty incredible. She’s fluent in French, she’s an incredible cook, she’s athletic, intelligent, attractive, and really just a sweet and decent person. In fact, she turned out to be frighteningly similar to Bret. [PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER].

I am happy and proud to say that my wife and I just had our first child. [PAUSE FOR APPLAUSE]. Thank you. The reason I mention that, is that even my wife said she hopes our children turn out like Bret. [PAUSE FOR LAUGHTER].

All kidding aside, Bret and Emily are two wonderful people and they deserve the best. I wish you both a long and happy marriage, and as the Australian writer Germaine Greer so cleverly said: “A successful marriage requires falling in love many times, and always with the same person.” 

Bret and Emily, here’s to a lifetime filled with falling in love with each other, over and over again.

Thank you, and good-night [good day].
