Speech 10604 Anniversary speech 25 years

Good evening. Tonight, we are here to dance and make merry, and not to make speeches. So I will try to make this very short. First, Ngy and I would like to thank all of you for being here with us tonight. We are so grateful for all of you, our family and friends, for helping us celebrate our 25th anniversary. We are really blessed to have you in our lives. 
What can I say about Ngy? I could simply say that I met this beautiful girl 27 years ago, we dated, married, had two wonderful children, saw Bruce Springsteen six times, and here we are…in a blink of an eye.
But no! I believe it is necessary to say a little more tonight, although trying to encapsulate twenty-five years of marriage in a few minutes is very difficult to do. In fact it is impossible. There have been too many events, too many memories and emotions shared to adequately express them in a matter of minutes. Instead, what I can say is that my whole life can be described by a single word: NGY. No complexities, no long stories….Just that single word: Ngy!
When I met Ngy for the first time those many years ago I was a reckless, unmotivated girl-crazy young man. I lived for the moment and didn’t worry about the future. Meeting her changed me into a man who wanted to make something of his life. My love for her changed my whole approach to life. It was simply clear to me that for me to have her in my life, I had to change my lifestyle, and I certainly did. But more importantly, I found my best friend.

Ngy is the single most important story of my life. In fact there is no other story. No matter whatever else is happening in my life, knowing that I have Ngy to support me and as my friend makes me feel like a champion. No matter what the outcome, I cannot lose with Ngy by my side.

I fully agree with people who say that marital happiness is far more important than anything else in determining personal well-being. Going to bed every night and waking up every morning to someone you love has to be the greatest gift of life. The writer George Sand once said “There is only one happiness in life, to love and be loved.” And I am so thankful that I have had that experience of loving Ngy and being loved by her. It truly has been my single greatest happiness. This quarter of a century has been blissful because of Ngy. 
I must thank my parents-in-law who are here today for raising the greatest girl in the world. And of course, as an ex-seminarian, I must add that I owe everything to God.
Ngy, baby, I thank you for making me so happy for so long. It has been a wonderful ride and I am looking forward to the next 25 years of this bliss. I love you.
