Speech 10608: Middle school graduation speech, Justin Zabel (800 words)
Good evening ______ [insert superintendent’s name], ______ [insert principal’s name], and students, family members, and friends of this year’s eighth grade graduating class. It is wonderful to see everyone here this evening, as we congratulate this group of students and encourage them as they prepare to embark on their high school careers.
My name is Justin Zabel, and I am a member of the McKinleyville Board of Trustees. This is a night for you graduating students to be proud of your academic achievements. I understand what it’s like to be in your shoes, because 25 years ago I was standing where you are now, here in the high school gym, about to receive my junior high diploma. It is an exciting time. And it can also be a time of uncertainties. You may be wondering what’s ahead for you in the four years to come. Will you be able to excel in high school? Will you be able to keep your friends? Make new ones? What will the other high school students think of you? What opportunities and challenges lie ahead? I know all of these questions may be running through your minds.
The good news is, you are part of an excellent school district, and you can be confident that while high school may be challenging, you will be provided with many important resources to help you succeed. In fact, I believe this is the best local school district in the region, for many reasons. One of them is that McKinleyville is unique. It is a small tightly-knit community that cares deeply about its children. Because we do care so deeply, we provide a great deal of support for the local school, the students, and the school’s programming. As students, you benefit from this support.
I invite you to remember these things- that you are part of a community that cares and an excellent school district, as you begin your high school career. By the time you receive your high school diploma four years from now, you should be able to reflect back on these things and be proud to have been part of them. 

For now, high school is ahead of you, and you have the opportunity to take advantage of all it has to offer. The famous poet, William Butler Yeats once said: “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” It is my hope that through the education you have received to this point, and through the opportunities you have in high school, these experiences will light a fire in each of you—a desire to learn and have a positive impact on the world. 
You should not only be proud of the excellent school system you are a part of, but take advantage of it. Use it as a foundation to build upon as you spend the next four years preparing yourselves for college and your careers. You all have a bright future ahead of you. Just remember, that it all starts with the first schools you attended and the dedicated teachers and parents that gave you the support you needed which allowed you to succeed and receive a great education.

In fact, before we give you graduates a big round of well-deserved applause for all of your hard work, I think we should also take a moment to thank your parents and teachers for all of their hard work and dedication to you. You’ve had a great support system over the last nine years. Let’s take this opportunity to thank all of these important people in your lives, the parents, teachers, and other family members who have done so much to be supportive. [pause for applause]

Thank you for that show of appreciation. Now it’s time to move forward. High school and all of its opportunities wait for you. You’ll have the opportunity to learn, study, and grow. You’ll also have opportunities to develop the kind of abilities and skills that will serve you well as members of your community far into the future. I am speaking of leadership skills, a social conscience, and kindness and compassion for your fellow students and others in the community. 

You have the foundation of a great education which can only lead you to bigger and better things. I know I speak for your parents, friends, and other family members when I say we expect great and wonderful things from this class. Enjoy your summer, and come back in the fall ready to experience your first year of high school.

Here is one last thought, and I want you all to really think about it. The inventor Thomas Edison once said, “If we did the things we are capable of, we would astound ourselves.” Thanks to the education you’re receiving at McKinleyville, the support you receive, and your natural abilities, each one of you is capable of truly astounding accomplishments. Thank you, good-night, and good fortune in the days ahead. 

