Speech 10701 Dave’s sister’s wedding
Good evening [or afternoon, whichever it is]. My name is Dave Atkinson, and the bride
, _______, is my sister. It is my honor to be serving as the “maid of honor” tonight, although the “honor” part of that title may not be well-deserved. I do feel honored though, to be here, and to be able to have this opportunity to give my sister a toast at her wedding. And what a great place to be giving a toast! Isn’t this a great location? 
It hasn’t been easy growing up with a beautiful younger sister. I mean, I’ve had to endure being exposed to other lovely young ladies. It was tortuous, but I managed to suffer through it. But over the years, we have teased _____ quite a bit about her beauty, and the advantages she’s gained from it. It was quite a relief when she told us of her impending marriage to ______, a man as equally attractive as she is. 

Over the years my sister and I have had our share of fights. That’s what all families do. You just can’t avoid them. But _____ knows that I love her. In fact, I really have a lot of respect and admiration for her. And I am very happy for her. She deserves a great life with a great husband, and I know that with ____ by her side that is entirely possible.

____ and _____ work hard, and they also have a lot of fun together. And I know they also work hard at their relationship. Marriage is always a work in progress, because as people we are always growing, changing, and learning. So bringing this understanding to marriage will make it strong.

People can forget that marriage is like a job. It can be fun one day, and not so fun the next. Other days, it is such smooth sailing you float through the day. The trick is to stick out the rougher days, knowing that there will be many smooth days to even them out.

_____ likes to surf. So he is no stranger to learning to find the right balance in all kinds of water. There are days when the ocean has lots of waves and the surfing is awesome, but tricky. On other days, there are fewer waves, and it is easier to find your balance. 

I know that my sister and ____ will discover that marriage can be a lot like surfing. There’s a lot of balancing that goes on. Balancing your personal needs with the needs of your spouse. Balancing your work life with your personal life, and even balancing your checkbook.
But I know ____ and ____ will be able to discover the right balance for them. I am proud of my sister, and I know she and ___ have a great future ahead of them.

And now, for the toast: Let’s pick up our glasses and toast ____ and ____. [pause for everyone to pick up their glasses; turn to face your sister and her husband.] ____ and _____, the comedy writer, Gene Perret once said of his marriage, “Our wedding was many years ago. The celebration continues to this day.” May you both feel the same way in the decades to come. May you continue to celebrate your marriage, every day during the many years to come. Thank you.
�Dave, you didn’t give me her name, or the groom’s, so you will need to insert them into the speech





