Speech 10757  Rededication Ceremony Speech Linda Guissert
Good evening [or afternoon, whichever it is].  It is an honor and privilege for me to be here today, and I would like to thank ____[your friend’s name] for asking me to be here on such a wonderful occasion. 

It is wonderful for many reasons. First, I am grateful for the amazing work that has been done to restore this beautiful home. I have toured the home, as many of you have [if you haven’t make sure you do], and it really is spectacular. Second, having the Ruffin family here for this rededication makes this occasion even more special. 
Most significantly though, the restoration of this mansion should serve as an example of the importance of preserving our history. Despite the fact that the United States is a young country compared with our European ancestors’ countries, we must still take every opportunity we can to preserve our historic homes and landmarks. The home you see here today has been restored lovingly and with every attention to detail. It is both beautiful and a testimony of the expertise of its restorers.

The former Olympic fencing champion Peter Westbrook once said, “So much of our future lies in preserving our past,” and I wholeheartedly agree. To me, not preserving the past is the same as driving to a place you’ve never been before with no GPS. How will we know where to go if we don’t know where we are now and where we’ve been?

Recognizing our past accomplishments and triumphs, as well as our mistakes, helps us to learn from all of them. Like ______ [insert friend’s name here] has done with this home, we can take what was done right and preserve it, and in some places even improve on it. We can also recognize our errors and take steps not to repeat them. Without history and these kinds of historic buildings to represent it, we could fail to progress, and end up repeating our past mistakes. 
So this afternoon [or evening] I am happy to see that this home has been preserved and will stand for many more generations to see, share, and enjoy. 

The American writer Robert Heinlein said "A generation which ignores history has no past and no future." Today we are here to celebrate both: the past, which has been so magnificently restored in this home, and the future, which will be lived well within its walls. 
I invite you all to enjoy the day, this home, and to express your appreciation of it along with me. Thank you.
