Speech 10764 Nicole Hobbs Wedding Speech
Good afternoon [or evening, whichever it is]. My name is Nicole Hobbs, and I have the privilege of being the matron of honor and Alexia’s sister.  First I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for being here. I know it means a lot to Alexia and Alex that their family members and friends are sharing this special occasion with them.

Since I am the older sister, I can truthfully say that I’ve known Alexia all of her life. And I am very glad to be here and to take part in this happy day, especially because I know that Alexia and Alex share many special bonds.

As some of you may know, Alexia and I are first generation German-Americans, as our parents immigrated here just before we were born. So we have had the benefit of experiencing both American and German traditions, and we enjoy our German heritage very much. It can be hard for people who are native to America to realize how much our heritage and traditions mean to us. That’s why seven years ago when Alexia met Alex they formed a close bond. Alex is also German, but came to the United States for boarding school and college, which is where he and Alexia met and fell in love.

In fact, I have a favorite memory about my sister and their relationship. When they first fell in love Alex told her that she was his perfect match. Having grown up between both worlds, he had found someone who truly understood both of those worlds and therefore truly understood him. 
As a result of them both being German-American, they also share the bond of being able to communicate with each other in their own secret language. They are both familiar with the regions of Germany where their respective families are from, and they celebrate and understand the traditions of both cultures. For example at Christmas our celebrations include Santa and Christkind, the German Christmas Angel, as well as other American and German Christmas traditions. That is something special they share.
Then of course, they have the bond of the love that they have for each other; a love that is independent of traditions and heritages, and that is universal among us all. It is what makes me most thankful today. I am so glad that my sister and Alex share this love for each other.
So now I'd like to offer a toast to the bride and groom. Would everyone please raise your glasses? [pause while everyone raises their glasses]. To Alexia and Alex, here’s to your joy in finding your perfect matches: each other. [raise glass and take sip of drink]

Before I say good night, I have one more thing I’d like to say to Alexia and Alex. The famous children’s writer Dr. Seuss once said: “You know you're in love when you can't fall asleep because reality is finally better than your dreams.”  So I hope you have many sleepless nights together.

Thank you, and good night.   

