Speech 10840 Wedding, Tom Ryan
Good evening, my name is Tom Ryan, and on behalf of Peter and Malin, I’d like to welcome you to this happy event. I know Peter and Malin are glad that so many of you are here, helping them celebrate their wedding, especially when some of you have traveled so far. Isn’t Sweden a beautiful country? It’s certainly a beautiful location for a wedding. In case you don’t know, Malin is my sister, and Peter is now my brother-in-law.

Peter has asked me to speak tonight in appreciation of the bride and her wedding party. You know weddings have become quite a complicated and time-consuming ordeal these days, and planning them takes a whole lot of people and a whole lot of work. Peter and all the rest of the family wanted to take the time this evening to tell Malin and the rest of her bridesmaids that we appreciate all of the work they have done to make this evening special. Thank you for all of your efforts. 
I’d like to take this sentiment even further, and let these—and all of the ladies present here tonight—know that we appreciate them. Someone once said, “Sure God created man before woman, but then again you always make a rough draft before creating the final masterpiece.”  Come on guys, take a good look around this room. Aren’t the beautiful women in this room like marvelous works of art? On the other hand, Mark Twain noticed that “Man was made at the end of the workweek, when God was tired.”

In all seriousness, Peter and the rest of us have a lot of admiration for Malin. She has worked hard in her life. [Here, Tom, insert a few examples of how she’s worked hard, whether it was getting her degree, her job, or doing a lot of the wedding planning while working or studying, etc.]
A lot of people will give Peter and Malin advice about marriage. Some of it, I’m sure is very good. I will not presume to do that, but I can tell you both what I think love is all about, as well as what a few other people have said over the years. 

I think love is forgiving each other everything—the little things like the way he rolls the toothpaste tube—and the big things too—and loving each other in spite of all the things the other person does to drive us crazy. It isn’t easy. In fact, sometimes it can be a lot of hard work. But think about what you gain—someone to grow old with. Someone to share your life with. It’s a small price to pay. 

Here are a few things some wiser people than me have said about love and marriage. The 1924 Olympic champion Doug Larson said “More marriages might survive if the partners realized that sometimes the better comes after the worse.”
And American writer Helen Rowland said: “To be happy with a man you must understand him a lot and love him a little. To be happy with a woman you must love her a lot and not try to understand her at all.”

So in closing, I’d like to propose a toast. Would everyone please raise your glasses? [pause for everyone to raise their glasses, and you raise your own]. Here’s to Malin, all of her bridesmaids, and the other women here tonight. This world is much brighter because of you. [take a sip]. Thank you, and have a great time tonight.

