Speech 10892: Eulogy for Nat Rowell
Good afternoon [or morning or evening, whichever it is]. My name is Terry Matray. It is an honor to be here today, to celebrate the life of Nat Rowell. I have had the honor and privilege of working alongside Nat Rowell for 40 years. He was my business partner and a dear and trusted friend. I am fortunate to have known him, and to work with him for the past four decades.
Since many of you here today knew Nat through our business, you might not be aware that Nat distinguished himself in many ways throughout his life. In his earlier years, Nat served as a captain in the United States Air Force. He flew 120 missions during World War II and the Korean War. That’s a military career that he could and was proud of. 

In his professional life, Nat also distinguished himself as a smart businessman and effective leader. He began working in the chemical industry and found a lifelong career there, continuing to contribute to the industry for 60 years. In 1980 he founded Rowell Chemical Corporation in Hinsdale, Illinois and at the time of his death he still served as its chairman and CEO. In addition, he served as chairman and chief executive officer of the Chicago Drug and Chemical Association.  In short, Nat was an icon in the chemical distribution business. He was beloved by everyone who knew him, including the employees of his business and association. 
I’m sure if Nat were here though, he’d say that these were not his most important accomplishments. He would instead look to his family and say that these family members were the most important part of his life. His sons, Nat and Michael; his daughter, Sandra R. Harris; and grandchildren, Kyle and Katelynn Sullivan, Rachel and Maggie Harris, and Michael and Maxwell Rowell, meant the world to Nat. Those who knew him well knew that another passion of his was golf. In recent years he wintered in Naples, Florida, where he was able to enjoy this passion throughout the winter.
I think what people will remember most about Nat is that he was a true gentleman in every sense of the word. He lived his life with integrity and honesty. He never became angry or confrontational. When there was a problem you could count on him to think it through and take action without the anger or frustration that can cloud a person’s judgment. 

Nat will be missed by many people from all aspects of his life whether professional or personal. We all came to count on his input, his experience, and his integrity. 

On February 11, 2011, Nat succumbed to cancer. He was 86 years old. The French philosopher and writer Antoine de Saint-Exupery once said, “He who has gone, so we but cherish his memory, abides with us, more potent, nay, more present than the living man.” Nat will not be forgotten. His contributions to everyone whose lives he touched will be remembered for many years to come. This true gentleman, friend, business partner, father, and husband and everything that he taught us, will continue to abide with us in our hearts and in our memories. Thank you.
